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True Believers, 


ln ſeveral SERMON $ delivered 
lately in Gravel-Lane, Southwark : 


By ZE THAN IAR MAK TAT 
þ Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


o It 
Deus cum Homine miſcetur : : Hic Dew — Fa | 

Chritus eft, qui Mediazor duorum Kominem induit} 4 © © 
quem perducat ad Deum. Cyprian. De idolor, | 4.550 
Vanitat. . 
Ut Sol cam nube tegitur Claritas e imitur; 
non ſecatur, & Lumenillud 1 toto Orbe diſ⸗ 
perſum, claro ſplendore cundta perfundit par va obs; 
ſtaculo "mobis includitur, Sic Homo ille, quem Deus} = 
inguit, Deum in Homine non e les 1 
dit. Ambrol. De Fide, c. 8 I 
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T HE 
DEDICATION. 


To that Church of Chriſt which | 
aflembles to the Publick Wor⸗ 
(hip of God in Zoar-Street in 
Gravel: Lane, Southwark: Grace 
unto you, and Peace and Love 
be multiply'd. 


Dearly Beloved in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


| OU have authoriz'd and appointed : ; 
me, under the Conduct of Proui- 7 


dence, to Miniſter unto you in 


Holy Things: 5 and J eſteem it the Pr inci- 4 
pal End of my Life, in Subordination s 
the Glory of Ged, to purſue your Spiritual 4 
Intereſt, and contribute as much as in Ce 
is to promote the preſent Welfare, and: 
future Happineſs of your Precious and I 
mortal Souls, As you have lodg'd in 


Brea the important Tre of bange, 
A 2 4*ů 9 3 3 


ws, 
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iv The Dedication. FTI 
. diſpenſing among you the Oracles of God, 
and in Stewards it is requir'd that a Man 
be found Faithful, ſo it is my conſtant 
Care to approve my ſelf to God, and to 
jour Conſciences; for 1 reckon my ſelf ac- 
countable abſolutely to God as a Mar, as 
a Miniſter, as a Chriſtian ; reſpectively to 
vou as a Paſior, as a Feoffec in Truſt, and 
as a Fellow- Member in the ſame Commu- 
nion. I greatly deſire, and make it my 
daily Endeavour and Exerciſe, as a good 
Steward af the manifold Grace of God, 
to walk before you in the Faith and Pre- 
cepts I deliver unts you, and to recom- 
mend and adorn the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel by 4 ſuitable Converſation, as well 
. to enforce and preſs em upon you by 
verbal InſtruFions, . 

My Temper, as to you is well known, js 
open and free. To lye hid, and hulk in 


1 Olſeurity, is a Conduct diſagreeable to my 


natural Diſpoſition : But my Judgment, 
"as well as my 1 emper, direts me upon all 
proper Occaſions to be Candid, Ingenuous, 
an Undiſenisd in declaring my ſettled 
Senſe and Sentiments concerning any the 
controverted Articles of our 8 
Tha aith. 
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give, to you in particular, an Account, us | 


Dijeniſe and Diſſimulation about it: With - 


The Dedication.  v I 
Faith. I am ready, without Reſerve, s 


well as a Reaſon of the Hope and Faith? 
that is in me. I have never been ſhy, or 
ſhunned to diſcloſe the Counſels of God; 
nor do I ſeek to ſhelter and cloak my Opi- 
nions in ambiguous Phraſes, and unſatis- 
factory Expreſſions But, after painful * 
Study, and diligent Diſquiſition, what. © 
unqueſtionably to me appears to be the 
Mind and Meaning of God, with all 

frankneſs J readily repreſent unto you in 

the propereſt and plaineif Words I can 


chooſe moſt clearly to reveal, and moſt de- 


terminately to diſtinguiſh my Senſe. And 


as I ſpeak all Things to you in Truth and 
Sincerity, ſo in eſpecial manner with re- 
gard to the glorious Doctrine of our Re- 
deemer's Eternal Deity, and Equalit 

with the Father, which 1 apprehend to h 
the greateſt and moſt important Article of 
the Chriſtian, as it Stands diſtinguiſh\d 1 
from Natural Religion ; and concerning 
which it is impoſſable for any Man, who 
bas made it his Study, to be undetermined, 
and ſtill in ſuſpence. I abhor to ad in 


3 ardeng 


vi The Dedication, 
1 ardent Prayer, an unbyaſse'd Mind, and 


unprejudiced Labour, I have ſtriven to ſeek, 
and to know, and to ſearch out the Truth; 
aud what, upon the cloſeſt Examination, 
* Zhe moſt impartial and beſt Inquiry I cou'd 
nale into my Maſter's Mind, I firmly 
-. believe, that without any concealing Co- 
laours, Pretext, or Artifice, declare I unto 
IE you. Nor am ] Iſbam' d or afraid to pub- 
WW liſh my Faith in Jeſus, and proclaim it as 
well to the World as to you in the moſt clear 
and intelligible manner ; which you will 
© . evidently ſee I have done in the Tradtate 
Ino put into your Hands. 
. The following Sermons, in number Six, 
I dedicate unto Jon, as appropriately yours. 
E They were lately Preached to you, and are 
nom Printed for you. Diſcourſes which 
© gave you SatisfaFion from the Pulpit, I 
E. promiſe my ſelf will not be unacceptable to 
ðj you from the Preſs. My ultimate Aim is 
xo glorify God in challenging to the Re- 
dieemer his Ducs : My immediate End 
iz thus creeping out of my beloved Priva- 
Fo: and Retirement, 3s the Support and 
1 Bachlihmen- of your Faith : Your Care I 
E  Frui# will be a correſponding I ——_—_ 
_—...--.. | 72 


>» .&® 


The Dedication. vi } 

In the Tast of Tranſeribing which for your | 
ſakes I have chearfully gone thro, deſiring 
to ſpend and. be ſpent in your Service, [ *Þ 
have ventur'd upon a few ſmall Addita- 
ments and Alterations ; and conſulting 
our Eaſe and Pleaſure in Reading, care- 
fully diſpor'd the Heads and Particulars . | 
into Chapters and Sections. May the Fa- 
ther Li Lights ſpread, by this little Piece, 
the Goſpel Light, and more diffuſfvely * 

propagate the ſaving Knowledge of bis Glo- 
© ry in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. God 
water it with the Dews of his heavenly . 
Xl Bleſſing, and give Increaſes by it to your 
Ediſcation. | 
I. zs to Ton a Glory and Ornament, to 
nne an unſpeakable Comfort and Pleaſure, 
that there are no Diviſiont, nor, known to 
nne, Hereſies among you : The Lord make 
Von to increaſe and abound more and more 
Jin mutual Love; and go on to confirm and 
Luild you up in your moſt Holy Faith, I // 
aue no greater Joy than to hear and obs 
erve that you — in the Truth; fulfil ye ; 
F 2 Joy, and Hand fait in one Mind, with * 
ee Spirit, ſtriving together for the Fb 
file Goſpel, I labour and live for * 3 
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viii The Dedication. 
I have an abundant Recompence, if ye 
grow in Grace, and manifeſt your Growth 
in a conſtant and uniform Courſe of Obedi- 
ence. As to meaner things, the leſſer mat- 
ters of Life, I am little ſollicitous; I live 


if ye Stand faſt in the Lord. I aſſure my 


ſelf you are daily wreſtling at the Throne | 
of Grace on my behalf; if any of you neg- || 
lect, I paſſionately beſeech you for the Lord 
Jeſus ChriſPs ſake, and for the Love of the | 
Spzrit, that you ſtrive together with mein | 
gour Prayers to God for me. I appeal to 
the Searcher of Hearts in the Words of the | 
great Apoitle; God is my Witneſs whom 
I ſerve with my Spirit in the Goſpel of 
his Son, that without ceaſing I have re- 
membrance of you in my Prayers, night 
and day. My Heart's Deſire and Prayer 
to God for all of you is, that ye may be 


ſaved : And to this End, that ye may 


continue unſhaken in the Faith, well- | 
grounded, and ſetth:d ; and perſevere in 
» Holineſs Nedſaſt and immoveable, always * 
abounding in the Work of the Lord. May 
the Living Fountain of Perfection and 
Bleſſedneſs multiply his Bleſſings upon you, 
zncreaſe the Fruits of jour Righteous ] 
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Neceſſities, according to his Riches in 


Glory by Chriit Teſus. 


As your Watchman 1 think it my Duty 
in faithfulneſs to forecaſt for your Safety, 


and upon Apprehenſron of approaching E- 


wils to blow the Trumpet in Lion + I hope 


you will think it Yours to take the Alarm, |} 
and carefully guard againſt all the threat- * 


ning Dangers that ariſe 97 infections 
Principles, as well as thoſe that for ever 
accompany irreligious PraFices. God by 
his Grace enable me ſo to watch for your 
Souls as one that mmit give Account; Ton 


ſo to order your Converfations aright, that 


1 may do it with Joy, and not with Grief, 
that when the Chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
he may graciouſly give both to you and to 
me a Crown of Glory that fades not away. 


«1 
x 


IF 1 have any Ambition, it ir to ſee "you + 
Examples and Patterns to other Churches 


of Chriſt, in Faith and Obedience. Tour 


comely Order and exemplary Hol ineſs, 
your unpolluted Principles and inviolable 
Stedfaſtneſs in the DoFrines of Godli- 


neſe, will yield me the ſweeteſt Sati acki. 


ons at preſent 5 hereafter will make un 
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The Dedication. 
arid miniiter ſeaſonable Supplies to all our 
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Fx The Dedication. 
„ Glory, and Joy, and Crown of rejoy- 
EE cg 

Chriſt at his coming. 

Errors in Life are naturally caus'd by 


an erroneous Faith. God is concern'd as 
nuch that we worſhip him duly, in a way 
agreeable to his Will, as that we pay him 


any Worſhip at all. And if we have falſe 
Conceptions of God, either miſtaking the 
Creature for God, or God for the Creature, 


"tis impoſſible for us to worſhip him in a | 


right manner. Poyſonons Opinions will 
vitiate and taint the Actions that fall uuder 
their Influence Nor is a bad Faith very 
Jikely to produce the good Fruits of a holy 
Life. Wherefore, I earneſtly beſeech you 
in the Bowels of Chrift, and beg it upon 
the bended K nee of my Soul, that you hold 
the Myſtery of Faith in a pure Conſcience ʒ 


that ye be not carry'd about with divers 


and france DoFrines, or give any heed to 
ſeducing Spirits, that turn from the Truth, 


and pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt, Fetch 


jour Faith out of Scripture, and furniſh 
jour Minds from thoſe infallible Fountains. 
T pretend to no Dominion over your Faith. 


1 1 
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in the Preſence of our Lord Jeſus 


follow me "then you ſee me | 
Follower | 


* 
__ * 1 ann pn 


pon à looſe and indifferent Faith. Do 
; Jour utmoſt Diligence to preſerve your Faß 


| i; 2miſh, Dread to entertain a Principle that 


The Dedication. © FM 
Follower of Chri# ; nor believe me any 
farther than my DoGrines agree with the. 
Scriptures, the only inflexible Teſs and 
Standard of Truth. Let your Lives be 
exemplary, aud your Hearts eſtabliſhed 
with Grace. Hold faſt the Form of ſound * 
Morde; and hold forth in a Goſpel · Conder- 
ation the Word of Life, as Lights ſhining 
in 4 dark and degenerate World, that [3 
may rejoyce in the Day of Chriſt that! 
have not run in vain, nor labour d among 
you in vain. Let me have Joy of you in 


1 2he Lord. It wounds my Soul to hear of 
any Immoralities and unbecoming Beba- 


viour among you. See that you add to your 
Faith Virtue ;, take care it be fruitful. as 
well as pure. If the Root be canker d, 
and decay, the Fruit will quickly dwindle, 
br args 1 F. 2 works in a way © 
of Love z wine Love conftrainingly 
vr in a way of Obedience ng o 
Love, and ſtrict Obedience, will never grow 


from corruption, and your Lives from ble» | 


derogatet from the Redeemer's Glory : F . 
Watch", 
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Wetch againſt all Opinions that leſſen ths 


boo Riches. intercept the Honour, and aſſorl 


. - That God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, the King eternal, immortal, invi- 
feble, and only wiſe God, accompliſh in you 
All the gaod Pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and 
the Work of Faith with Power ; heep on 


in bis ſure Protection from all Immorality, 
Error and Hereſy ; deliver you from every 
evil Word and Work ; and preſerve you 
unſpotted and blameleſs to his heavenly 


Friend and Servant to your Souls, in the 


Wo Work of the Gap, 
Ze phan. Marryat. 
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the Efficacy of the Grace of God. And. 
clear your Breaſts from every Doctrine ſub- 
verſive of Holineſs ; from all ſorts of No- 
ont that bear a tendency to encourage 
WE Profaneneſs, and Countenance a licentious 


WW Kingdom, is the Labour and Prayer of a 
Door unworthy Vaſſal of Chriſt, the ſincere 


Fil 
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The Exalted Seviou : Ny 


o R. 
Teſus Chriſt the Lord * Gat 


of True Believers. y : 


A DISCOURSE upon Jobr xx, ah. ö 


And Thomas anſi wered and faid nuts. 
n 51. Lord and , . | 


* | * 


25 


4 The Tex conf Merl, A1 i. Doane 


1 UR bleſſed Lord 1045 Savtour: 
Jeſus Chriſt, after his Reſurte- 


made himſelf known to Mary! 5 3 
| Magdalen, ſhe haſtensaway,and** 6 

reports the joyful Tidings to the ſorro wing 
ans diſtreſſed Apoſtles: the ſame Een. PY 
B Even= 


3] ction from the Dead, having: [3 1 


2 Yeſur Chriſt the Lord | 


Evening, when they in Conſternation and 
Pain were aſſembled together, Jeſus, to 
baffle their Jealouſies, and baniſh their un- 
believing Fears, ſtands on a ſudden amongft 
dem, and gives em unqueſtionable Proofs 
of his Reſurrection. Then were the Diſci- 
e ples.glad when they had ſeen the Lord.” Tho- 
nds, who was not preſent at the Appear- 
ance of Chriſt, diſcredits the Declaration 
of his fellow Apoſtles, and obſtinately re- 
ſolves, till he ſee in the hands of Chriſt the 
Print of the Nails that pierced 'em, and put 
his Finger therein, and thruſt his hand into 
his ſide, to abide in his Unbelief. A mer- 
ciful and indulgent Saviour condeſcends to 
the Infirmity of his faithleſs Diſciple, d iſ- 
covers himſelf to the Apoſtles again when 
Thomas was preſent, ſingles him out from 


the reſt, and gives him the unconteſtable 


Evidence he inſiſted upon, with this ſoft 
and gentle Admonition, Be not faithleſi, 


 butteliewing., Hereupon Thomas, in a tranſ- 
port of Joy, expreſſes his Faith in the words 


of the Text, My Lord and my God, The 


4 | | ; ſight of the wounded Body of ' Chriſt awa- 


kens his Faith, and draws forth an adoring 


= Exptcſſion of Dependance and Love. That 
= Chriſt aroſe from the dead with the Wounds 
= he had received on the Croſs it is clear, and 
the Reaſon of it moſt probably was to con- 
AUunce the Diſciples that chere was no Im- 


poſture 
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of Trae Believers. 3 
ſture in that ſurpriſing Event, that he 
roſe with that ſame Body which dy'd and 
was buried. Nor is it abſurd to ſüppoſe, 
that with the ſame Wounds he aſcended up 
to the Right Hand of the Throne of the 
AMuajeſty in the Heavens, and retains em in 
his glorificd Body as everlaſting Marks and 
Monuments of his dying Love, that ſhall 
for ever ſignify to the Saints in Glory, this 
is the Body was broken for you, this the Sa- 
crifice to which you are indebted for the 
whole of your Happineſs. Somewhat of 
this Nature is intimated in Rev. 5, 5. In the 
midſt of the Throne ſtood a Lamb as it had been 
ſlain. To return to the Text; 5 weils pu 2h. 
6 gebs ws, The Nominative put, as is Cuſ- 
tomary to Attick Writers, for the Vocative- 
Caſe, and elſewhere done by this Evangeliſty 
John 19. 3. X «dex 6 ame ; Hail King of the 


vaſt Importance, inaſmuch as they preſent. 
to our Conſideration the. Soverainty and 
WM Lordſhip, the Divinity and Godhead of our 
Bleſſed Redeemer. Thomas acknowledges, | 
and confeſſes him to be firſt + 3 


Whereupon a Great Commen- Loe. 
tatour makes this Remark, Thae > 
no Man can rightly receive the Mediator: a 
Lord, if be does not acknowledge him-alſo s J 
God, Our Submiſſion to the Soverain Poπ ‚ m 


#F B - er 


—— 


Jews. They are a few famous Words of 2 


his Lord, and then his God. Calein i: 


F 4 Teſs Chrift the Lord 


er and Dominion of Chriſt, depends upon 
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our Belief of his eternal Godhead. Grotius 
obſerves that this is the firſt time of Chriſt's 
being publickly owned as God by the Apo- 
ſtles, (for it is known, that before his Suf- 
ferings he induſtriouſly concealed his God- 
head) which, ſays he, was afterwards com- 


mon to his Diſciples, and the Primitive 


Chriſtians. Beza ſays of this Text, that 
in the Goſpels there is not a more expreſs 
place concerning the Invocation of Chriſt 
as the True God. And Muſculus upon it 
declares, that this place alone is abundant- 
ly ſufficient ad refellendaꝶm Arii inſaniam, to 
refute the Arian Hereſy, And if Thomas had 


* here aſcribed to our Saviour more than his 


juſt Rights, if Jeſus were not truly God as 
well as Lord, he wou'd ſurely have repri- 


manded his Diſciple for the undue Invoca- 
tion; whereas it is approved, if not ap- 


plauded, in the following Verſe, as Piſcutor 


obſerves. From it therefore I may fairly 
derive the enſuing Propoſition or Doctrine, 


which L intend the Foundation of this whole 
Diſcourſe ; namely, That Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Lord and God of true Believers. If 
Thomas did well, we in imitation of him 
cannot err ; what was comely and com- 


mendable in one, is not preſumptuous and 
eriminal in other of Chriſt's Diſciples: With 
fafety we may, and in Duty we are bound 


N to 


. Trav Hern 5 1 


to 6 with the Apoſtle; Jeſus Chriſt is 
our Lord, is our God. 2 -$ 


7 
1 


CHAP, Il. 
Shewing that Teſus Chriſt is the Lord! J 


of: 1rue Belivers. 


——_ 


ECT. 1. Nothing more frequently iw 
Scripture occurs than the Title of Lord 4 
15 eſtow d upon Jeſus Chriſt: He is the com 
mon Lord of all Saints; and duly to give 
him this glorious Title is made an Evidence 
2 the indwelling Spirit of God. 1 Cor.- 
. 3. No man can ſoy that Jeſus is Lord, but } 
I | the Holy Gheſt, No Man with loyal and 
incere Affection of Mind, not hiſtorically, 
but fiducially, can profeſs that Jeſus Chriſt 
is his Lord, ſo as to cloſe with him as a Re- 0 j 
deemer, and obey him as a Governour,. * 
without the ſpecial Aſſiſtance, and Opera- 1 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt. The Title de- 
notes in Jeſus, Soverainty; in the Saints, | 
Subjection: and there is a two-fold: Senſe i in 20 
which Chriſt is the Lord of Believers; ge- 
neral One, the other Special, and deen 
to themſelves as Believers. 
Fect. 2. There is a general ſenſe in which 
Jeſus Chriſt is Lord of Believers, common 
= 7 9 withs 2 
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6 Jes Chriſt the Lord 

with them to all the Creation of God. Chriſt 
is Soverain Ruler over all created Nature. 

Acts 10. 36. He is Lord of all. The King- 
doms of tlie World are the Kingdoms of 
the Lord's Chriſt. No Creature is exempted 
from Submiſſion to his ſupreme Authority. 
All in Heaven, Earth and Hell, are at his 
beck and diſpoſal. He rules the inviſible 
and viſible World; adminiſters both King- 
doms of God. And this univerſal Lord- 
ſhip and Rule belongs of Right to Chriſt; 
by Nature as he 1s the Supreme God, and 
Creatour of all: Rom. 9. 5. He is over all, 
God bleſſed for ever. And by Deſignation, 
or Appointment, as he is the Mediatour be- 
tween God and Man. Matth. 28. 18. All 
- Power in Heaven and Earth is given unto me. 
'#5una Authority and Rightful Soverainty o- 
ver all 3% is given or veſted in me from 


= God. Chriſt is Heir to this tranſcendent 


Dignity : He is hares natus as a Son, an Heir 
'born ; and heres conſtitutus as a Saviour, an 


] ' appointed Heir, as he is the Ele& of God, 


ordained and commiſſion'd for the Executi- 
on of his Mediatorial Offices. Heb. 1. 2. 
Whom he appointed Heir of all things: And 
this I conceive to be- ſignified in that com- 
fortable Scripture, Col. 1. 19. I pleaſed the 
Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell. The 
word Father is added by our Tranſlatours : 
wHx02; it was the good Pleaſute of the Bleſ- 
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ſon of the Mediator, that he might be ac- 


ſed Trinity; it pleaſed God the Father, 
Son and Spirit, that a plentitude of Perfec- 
tions, and Graces, of all Authority and 
Power, ſhould be lodg'd in the Man Chriſt 
leſus, that all ſuppoſable Excellencies, all 
© Fulneſs, ſhould center, and dwell in the Per- 


of True Believers, © 


compliſh'd, and authorized to diſcharge the 
important Truſt of Redeeming the Ele&, 
and bringing the Sons of God to Glory. 
Philip. 2. 9, 10. God has highly exalted him, 
and given him a Name which is above every 
Name: That at the name of Jeſus every knee, 
ſpould bow, both of things in Heaven, and things 
on the Earth, and things under the Earth. Add 
to this Text, Als 2. 36. God has made that 
fame Jeſus whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Chriſt, wminaw, has made, that is, ſays 
Bexa, couſtituit. & in eam dignitatem e 
vexit, from whence he takes occaſton to con- 
fate the Folly as well as Impiety of the Ari- 
ans, who gather from God's Exaltation pf 
Chriſt the Inferiority of the Son to the Fa- 
ther; ſhewing that the Human Nature on- 
ly is the ſubje& of all the Honours to which 
the Redeemer is advanced. He that was 
humbled and abaſed, was dignified and ex-- 
- Alted ; he that dy'd, and ſuffer'd; was 
crown'd with Glory and Honours. N . 4 
as all the parts of Chriſt's Humiliation and 
Sutferings were born in the Human Nature, 
10 B 4 | _ 
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ſo all the Acquiſtions of Chriſt, and every 
degree of his Exaltation, are poſſeſſed by 
--him in that Nature alone. The delegated 
Power and Soverainty of Chriſt as Media- 
tour is plainly — — d, Eph. 1, 22. God Ui 
Has put all things under his Feet, and gave him pf 
to be Head over all things to the Church. And 1 4 
this Adminiſtration of the Kingdom is a g 
Truſt committed to Chriſt, and muſt be 3 
ſurrendred up to God after he has compleat- } 
ed his Myſtical Body, and gathered in all 
the Ele&. 1 Cor. 15. 24. He ſhall deliver up |. 1 
the Kingdom to God even the Futher. Ver. 28. 4 r6 
The Son himſelf ſhall be ſubje& to him that did I. 
put all things under him, iha: God may be all in 4 v 
al. The Kingdom of Chriſt as God is ab- 
ſolute, an chem Kingdom that endures i 
to all Generations: But the Mediatorial Þ 
Kingdom of Chriſt, is a Truſt that muſt be 
- reſigned. 2 
N There is a particular and ſpecial 3 
: Senſe in which the Redeemer is Lord over 
true Believers. Angels, Men, and Devils, 
are all the Subjects of Chriſt's Univerſal * 
Kingdom: They that dwell in the Wildet- i 
"neſs bow down before him, and his Ene- 3 
mies lick up the Duſt of his Feet. He 
rules his Enemies with a Rod of Iron; but 
his Saints with a Scepter of Grace. He has 
TY "by diſtinguiſh'd Right, and a peculiar Claim 
4 0 Lordſhip and N over Naim 
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of Trae Kites, 11 
of a vaſtly different Nature from that he 
Jays to others; a Claim full of Love, and 
ed founded in incomprehenſible Grace. He- 
57 is Lord of all his faithful Ones by many ad- 
Md itional Titles, and they are under Bonds 
Wor Obedience to him, which others are 
trangers to: ſuch powerful Cords of Love- 
al Jas no oppoſition in Time or Eternity can“ 
be ö Jever break or diſſolve. Thoſe that are re- 
LC: 3 
enabled by Grace to cloſe with the Goſpel- 
2 1 Tender; thoſe that believe in him by a 
8. reſting Faith, prize him with undifſembled- 
id Love, and ſerve him with ſincere Endea-- 
n q vours, and deſires of Heart, they are di- 
- ftindly and appropriately his; and he be- 
comes their Lord by ſuch new and ſtrong-- 
Obligations as render 'em his undiſputed: 
Property, and bind their Souls t. to his Love- 
and Service for ever. 


© M.a-P. im. 


0 briſt' peculiar Claims to Soverainty ober- 
true Believers; 


ECT. 1. Jeſus Chriſt has a Claim of 
Eternal Choice. He has choſen the 
_ Saints to. himſelf from Eternity, as his Trea- 
B 5 fue, 


newed in the Spirit of their Minds, and. 


* * e 9 ü ay 

Fro. Jeſus Chriſt the Lord 1 
fare, and Portion And although amongſt Þ 
Men, Election is not a full ſufficient Title 


Potter has a right to pick and chooſe out of 
all the Parcels of his own Clay, and ſet a- 
part for himſelf whatſoever he pleaſes. E- 
very true Believer is a choſen Veſſel : John 
15. 16. Te have not choſen me, but I have cho- 
ſen you. The Heart of Chriſt was ſet upon 
his People before the Foundations of the 
World. They are the Remnant that belong 


the Earth, and the Fields, and the higheſt 
part of the Duſt of the World. His thoughts 
were always employed about em; before 
all Ages he had prepared a Royal Inheri- 
tance for em. Matth. 25. 34. Come ye bleſſed, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the World : Therefore we read 
of Grace given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the 
World began, 2 Tim. 1.9. His Heart was 
always warm with Love to Believers; they 
are his determinate Choice, his Spouſe, his 
© Inheritance, his Jewels, his Soul's Delight. 

Cant. 4 9. Thou haſt raviſhed my heart, my fiſ- 
= - 8 my ſpouſe ; thou haſt raviſb d my heart. A 
Text, ſays one, when we have been a little 
= _ while in Heaven, we ſhall be able ger 
. „%% ĩͤ ͤ Ä A 
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to Egſſeſſion, yet it is with God. The great 


to the Election of Grace. His Saints are 3 
the Sons of his eternal Love; his Delights 
were with em before ever he had formed 


0 True Believers. 
land. The Hebrew Word is no 
je nere elſe to be found: It being 
it 2 t, ſays Durham, that anew Word 
f | Would be coin'd to expreſs the new and 

4 onderful Love of Chriſt to his Spouſe. It 
rendered, Thou haſt wounded my Heart, 
hou haſt ſtollen or taken my Heart from 
Nee, thou haſt coupled my Heart to thee, or 
$nade it one with thine : Which are amazing 
xpreſſions of Chriſt's aſtoniſhing Love to- 
he Church, the only Motive of his eternal 
boice. 

. 2. Jeſus Chriſt has a Claim of Purchaſe: 
ae has bought the Church with his own. 
Flood. Believers are Chriſt's ; they are not 
their own; Why? 1 Cor.6. 19. Te are not 
our own, for ye are bought with a Price. What 
is the Price we are bought with ? t Pet. 1. 
18. Not with corruptible things, as Silver and 
bold. What then? Ver. 19. With the preci- 
ons Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without ble- 
niſb, and without ſpot. Chriſt's Blood is pre- 
Naious Blood; and a juſt Eſtimate of it we 
have in Acts 20. 28. The Church which God 
as pnrchaſed with his own blood. A great 
WScripture, gloriouſly teſtifying the infinite 
Vvorth of what was paid as a Ranſom. for 
Jus to God. The Blood of God, that is, of 
nim that was God, (for there is no Senſe n 
the Text, if the purchaſer of the Church | . ny 
WAS not God, as well as Man) went a 5 
— 4 
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ſom for the Souls of Men. Now Purchase 
is a ſure Title to inheritance. Every Manlf 
is Lord and Maſter of the Goods he has 
legally purchaſed. Thus Believers become 
the Property, the purchaſed Poſſeſſion og 
Chriit. Sometimes the Redeemer claims ug 
'as the Gift of his Father; John 17. 24% 3 
' Thoſe whom thou haſt given me. Ver. 6. Thin * 
they were, and thou gaveſt them me. A gree-Þ 1 
ably the Father ſpeaks to his Son, Plat? 2. 8. 
Ask of me, and I will give thee an inheritance 
God was not in juſtice obliged to accept 
the Payment of Chriſt for Sinners ; but he 
condeſcends, and comes under Bonds to 
Chriſt ; the Lord ſware, and will not re- 
pent, thou art a Prieſt for ever. He con- 
firms his unchangeable Counſel by an Oath 
to Chriſt, that he ſball be a Prieſt, his Sa- 
crifice ſhall be accepted, his Blood ſhall be 
full ſatisfaction for Sin, he ſhall have a" 
Church. Ask of me, I have met with it 
tranſlated, Merit of me; purchaſe a People, \ 
and I agree they ſhall be thine. The Elec! ; 
. mult be redeemed ; this is the Willof God: 
But it muſt be done in a way of Juſtice - 
Innocent Blood muſt go for the guleyf 
Wretches - Thus it is written in the Vo. 
lume of God's Book. Well, ſays Chriſt, 1 
agree to go, and dye for mine Elec 1 
come to do thy Will, O God: And fo cameſtly 
Was he bent upon gaining this Joy before 


him; 
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of True Believers. 13 
him; ſo unſpeakable Pleaſure had he in 


5 3 of a Church to be made his o.π 3 


y purchaſe, that all his foreſeen Agonies, 
and Sorrows cou'd not move him; he ac- 
counts the Scandal and Pain, the Curſe and * 
the Shame, as nothing ; he deſpiſes all for 


the great Love which he bears to Belie- 


vers. | Wert. 
g. 3. Jeſus Chriſt has a claim of Redemp- 
tion, Chriſt by his mighty Power has reſ- 


cued the Saints from ſad Captivity ; cut a- 
ſunder the Cords that bound their Hands, 
unfetter'd their Feet, and looſed the Chains 


that confined and gall'd em. Col. 1. 13. 
Who has delivered u from the power of dark- 


neſs. See here the deplorable Condition of 


the Saints before Converſion ; under the 
Power of Darkneſs ; the Word is isa 
Right or Authority, juſt and lawful Power. 
The Devil and Darkneſs has a kind of claim 
to all the Ele& of God, as well as others, 
by the firſt Sin. As Ahab is ſaid to have 
ſold himſelf to work Iniquity, ſo Man by } 
the Fall has ſold himſelf to the Devil, and 
made as it were a Compact and Covenant 


with Death and Hell. Hence is Satan cal- | 


led the God of this World: Satan's God- 


- ſhip came in by Adam's Tranſgreſſion. He 
is the Prince of Darkneſs, and has a rulin 
Power over all by Nature; tyrannizes; an 


triumphs, and deals with his Captives at 
: plea- 
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"pleaſure. When the time of Love comes, 
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Chriſt finds us in Chains and Impriſonment, 


under the tyranny of Sin, and the power 
of rhe Devil. Our Strength is all gone from 
us; there is no hope or poſſibility of en- 
largement; we may fit down in Sorrow, 
-diflolve in Tears, and dye in Deſpair, for 
any Relief the World can afford us. But 
-when the Almighty Redeemer approaches 
zin Power, and takes us in hand, he leads 
Captivity captive, vanquiſhes and deſtroys 
the enſlaving Tyrant, breaks of our Bonds 
and Fetters, flings open the Priſon Doors, 
and proclaims Deliverance. 1ſa. 5 2. 2. Shake 
-off the Duſt, ariſe, O Jeraſalem : looſe thy ſelf 
From the Bands of thy neck, O captive Daughter 


-of Zion, And ſhall not our great Deliverer 
-who has reſcu'd us from the Triumphs of 
Sin and Devils, and conquer'd the Powers 


of Hell and Darkneſs, that kept us in a hard 
and heavy Bondage before ; ſhall not he to 
-whom we owe our Freedom be the daily 


Subject of our extolling Songs, the welcome 
Poſſeſſor of. our thankful Hearts, and the 
beloved Lord of our obedient Lives? A 


rateful Senſe of the glorious Goodneſs of 


Chriſt, who has out of meer Compaſſion 
put us into the Liberty of the Children of 
God, and tranſlated us out of Darkneſs in- 
to his marvellous Light, will invincibly 


= conſtrain us to ſhew forth his Fraiſes, and 


to 
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of True Believers, 1 
to glorify him with our Spirit and Body, 
which are only and entirely his. 

$. 4. Jeſus Chriſt has a Claim of Conqueſt. 
He has maſter'd all the Oppoſition by Na- 


” ture in the Hearts of Believers, and ſubdu d 
em to himſelf by his irreſiſtible Grace. E- 


g very Saint is himſelf the Conqueſt of Chriſt, 


as well as a Trophy of his Victories over 


the Adverſaries of his Kingdom and People. 


Great is the Averſion and Enmity in an 


unregenerate Mind againſt the Lord and his 
Laws ; nothing ſhort of Omnipotence can 
tame and deftroy it. The Saints are Chil- 
dren of Wrath by Nature even as others ; 
equally infected with the Poyſon and Plague 
of Original Sin ; form'd from the ſame cor- 
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rupted Maſs, and grow upon the fame de- 
praved Root. They are as obſtinately bent 


againſt Chriſt's Government, their Under- 
ſtandings are as dark, their Wills as inflex- 
ibly perverſe, their Affections as univerſally 
vile; and there is no difference at all b 
Nature between them and the moſt prof 


gate Sinners. All are up in Arms, and o- 


pen Rebellion againſt the Lord, and his a- 
nointed; are for caſting away his Cords, 
and breaking his Bonds aſunder. Luke 19. 
14. His Citizens hated him, and ſent a Meſſage 
i 7.8 him, ſaying, We will not have this Man 
o reign over su. We naturally hate him, are 


relolved againſt his Rule, and, with the 


Jews 


— 


4» 


$ 4 "Jeſus Chriſt the Led 8 
Jeus of old, wou'd crucify Chriſt before 
the Barabbas ot ſin, violently oppoſing his 
Reign to ſpare the Luſts that plunder and 


ſpoil our immortal Souls. But when the 1 
King of Glory comes with his conquering 
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Underſtanding, bows the ſtubborn Will, 
ſanctifies the impure Affections, renews the 


. 5. ag dere. - 


willing Subject of his Spiritual Kiugdom. 
He conquers the Enmity and Unbelief of 
our Souls, alters the whole Diſpoſition and i 
Frame, and ſheds the quickening Influence 
ol his Spirit, whereby we are transformed 
into his Image and Likeneſs. The Com- 
mand ments of the Lord, which before were 
grievous and irkſome, now are {weeter than 
ones to our taſte, and better than thou- 
ſands of Gold and Silver. He who before 
had no Beauty, nor comelineſs in him, now- 
is the chief of ten thouſand, and altogether 
lovely; his Yoke is eaſy, his Burden is light, 
his Ways are pleaſantneſs, and his Paths are 

acc. "2 

$. 5. Jeſus Chriſt has a Covenant Claim b 
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0 Chriſt i is firſt in the Covenant of Grace ; he | 
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Grace, all oppoſition is made to fall before 
him; he beats down the high Imaginati- 
ons, and Holds of Sin; mollifies the nether 
Mill-ſtone of the Heart, illuminates the dark X 


Man in all his Faculties, and makes him a 


to true Believers. Exech. 16. 8. Tentered in- 
10 Covenant with thee, and thou becameſt mine. 
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begins with us in a ſoverain manner, 7 ui! 


he your God; and he enables us to fall in with 


the Covenant, Te /hall be my People. Belie- 
vers have made a voluntary ſurrender of 
themſelves to Chriſt ; have choſen him for 
their Portion, and ſolemnly ſworn Allegi- 
Fance to him, to ſubmit to his Government, 
and keep his righteous Judgments. It is 
the deſire of their Souls, to be the Lord's 


in everlaſting Bonds ; nor do they pant for 
any thing more than Evidences of their Co- 
venant Intereſt in him : Indeed it is the leaſt 
Return they can make to Chriſt, to bind 
themſelves as Sacrifices with Cords to the _ 
Horns of his Altar. Rom. 2. 1. I beſeech you 

Brethren, by the Mercies of God, to preſ-ut your 


| Bodies a living Sacrifice to God. I. am thine, 


ſays David, Pſal. 119. 94. Ie are Chris's, 
ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 3. 23. And the 
Language of every true Believer is, Cant. 
2.17. I am my beloved's. We are all by Na- 
ture Strangers to the Covenants of Promiſe; 
neither like, nor know the Terms of the Co- 
venant : The Tenour of it is confirmed, 
the Nature and Terms of it are unchange- 
ably fix d, and for ever unalterable. — 
111. 9. He has commanded his Covenant for e- 


rer. But when by the influencing Spirit of 
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Christ, Believers are awaken'd to behold 


the Excellency and Sweetneſs of the Cove- 
nant, they become enamour'd with the 
9. „ | Beauty, 
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\ Beauty, Benefits, and Glory of it; their f 
Hearts cloſe with it ; they like, and em 
brace it, and join themſelves to Chriſt in Nut 
the Bonds of it, with enlargement of heart, 3 % 
and full conſent to all that is offer d and pre- 
{cribed in it. Now it is the great Demand |, 
of the Covenant of Grace, to accept the 1 
\ Redeemer as our Lord and King, to govern i 


us by his Laws. Deut. 26. 17. Thou has? | 
avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, to fe 
' walk in his ways, and to * his Statutes, and 'F | 
bis Commandments. In covenanting with 4 m 
"Chriſt, we renounce all the other Lords that n. 
have had Dominion over us, and engage to o. 
ſerve him as his peculiar People. So chat $ 
Jeſus becomes our Lord by Dedication and Mis 
Conſent ; and we are his in Virtue of the 0 
| everlaſting Covenant, whereby the Saviour Ol 
and his Saints are mutually engaged to be Y nn 
the Choice, Lot, and Portion of one ano- | 1 I 
ther for ever. in 
— —w'I 
2 * | — — 7 
Jr TOI (> 5 je! 
Dſer of the foregoing Doctrine. I 

E CT. 1. Obſervable'i is the great con- * 
deſcention of Chriſt in coming intoſuch 8 


cloſe Engagements with the Saints; from 
. whence 


ir Wvhence it appears, that true Believers are 
-- Wcry near and dear to Jeſus Chriſt. See it 
n MW the various Methods whereby he claims 
t, Im, and a peculiar Right and Property in 
m. Were they in his heart, and his choice 
d om Eternity? Did he love em before the 
ie 4 oundation of the World, and ſo love 'em 
n& to take Fleſh, become a curſe, and ſpill 
7 Wis Blood to purchaſe em? Does he in time 
% ectually call, and conquer 'em to himſelf 
d his Spirit and Grace? Has he redeem'd 
h Wm from the Power and Malice of all their 


nemics, and taken em into an everlaſting 
ovenant with himſelf, which Sin and Sa- 
an can never diſannul ? How adorable is 
his tranſcendent Love! How tender his 
zowels! How affectionate his Heart! How 
ountiful his Hand ! How extenſive his 
race to Believers! He might have been 

Lord and Ruler over them as he is to 
Winners and Devils; only to redreſs his own 
2X rongs, and to avenge himſelf upon em, 
dr the Affronts to his Juſtice, and Abuſes 
t his Grace: But he is their Lord to ſcreen 


elter em from deſerved Ruin, to recon- 
le em to his Father, to enrich 'em with 
Grace, and to crown em with his Glo- 
. Bottomleſs and boundleſs Grace! Well 

e they calld by the Plalmiſt, 4 People 
ar unto him, Plal. 148. 14. True Belie- 
| vers 
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m from Almighty Wrath, to protect and 
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Love and Favour for ever. Hoſ. 2. 19. 


dignation of Devils, and Men: Nor ſhall 
the combined Force and Policy of all their 
Adverſaries be ever able to ſhake em out o 
his Heart, or pluck 'em out of his Hands 42 
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vers are Members of the Body of Chriſt f 
knit by a cloſe and vital Union to him; Ep“ 
5. 30. We are members of his Body, of his Fiel A 
and of his Bones, True Believers are the 
betrothed Spouſe of Chriſt, taken into bu 


have betrothed thee unto me for ever, yea, I Hu 


betrothed thee unto me in righteouſueſs. Tru a 
Believers are partakers of Chriſt, Sharcrf 
and Partners with him in all his Graces, ii 
all his Glories : Rom. 8. 17. Heirs of God 
Joynt-heirs with Jeſus Chrift : if ſo le we jo ks 
fer with him, that we may alſo be glorified 70. 8 
gether. True Believers are endow'd andi. 
adorn'd with the Beauties of Chriſt, aged =” 
and influenced by his indwelling Spirit y 
1 Cor. 6. 17. Hethat is joyned to the Lord is one 0 
Spirit, True Believers are cloath'd with be 
the glorious Robe of the ſpotleſs Righte- p 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, and by it are accounted « 
Righteous in the ſight of God) as Chriſt i; „ 
Righteous. 2 Cor. 5. 21. e are made 2 4 
Ric heeowſuel of God in him. True Believer 


are ſecure and ſafe in the Arms of Chriſt Mt 
hid in the hollow of his Hand from the In4 = 


Rom. 8. 35. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Lov 
Ul WE: True Believers are abſolved 4 | 
the} ? 


of True Believers. © 27 
e Court of Heaven, and fully acquitted 
om all their Sins, at the Interceſſion of 
briſt, and by application of his precious 
ood. Numb. 23. 21. God does not behold 
iquity in Jacob, nor Perverſeneſs in Iſrael. 
a Bcliever fin, God ſees it, and knows it; 
t not fo as to impute it, and condemn. 
m for it. If he wrongs God, or owes 
m ought, it is put to the Score of his 
dvocate, and Propitiation. He ſtands be- 
re the Lord in his Redeemer's everlaſti 
ighteouſneſs, and is chargeable with no 
n. Rom. 8. 1. There is no Condemnation 

m that are in Chriſt Jeſs. | 

g. 2. Manifeſt Chriſt's peculiar Claims to 
du. Get and give the bleſſed Evidences to 
dur ſelves and others. A Believer ſhould 
bour to make his Ele&ion ſure. It you 
e Chriſt's choice from Eternity, then you 
e Chriſt's conqueſt in time. Rom. 8. 30. 
om he predestinated, them he alſo called. It 
by your preſent Calling that you are to 
ow, and aſcertain your paſt Election. 
'M ith gives a comfortable Teſtimony to the 
ah of union to Chriſt, by the Fruits o 

. MWolineſs and Sanctification it bears in the 
eart and Life. 1 John 5. 10. He that be- 
es, hath the Witneſs in himſelf. True Be- 
Evers are ſubdued to Chriſt by his conquer- 
g Grace ; they lye at his Feet as humble 
earners, deſirous to know his Pleaſure, and 


ey 
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obey his Precepts. Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do, is the Language of his 
choſen Saints. Beware of vain Pretences, 
and deceitful Shews. 1 John 1. 6. If we ſai = 
we have fellowſhip with him, and walk in dar- 
neſs, we lye, and do not the truth, A holy 
Life is the belt Evidence of a ſaving Faith, 
All is not Gold that gliſters. Many make a 
fair ſhew in the Fleſh whoſe Hearts are ſtill 4 
eſtranged from the Lord. Chriſt will not 
be content with the bare Appellation ot 
Lord; nor can any ſolid Comfort flow in | 
your Souls from an empty Title aſcribed to 
him. Words are ſorry Evidences : Matth. 
7. 21. Not every one that ſays unto me, Lord, q 
Lord; but he that does the Mill of my Father, 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Place 
not your Religion in meer Speculation ; } 
nor build your Hopes upon complimental 
Expreſſions. Judas ſaluted Chriſt, and cal- 
led him Maſter, when his Heart was full 
of Poyſon, and he came to betray him. 
Dalilah ſays well to Sampſon, Judg. 16. 15.% 
How canft thou ſay I love thee, when thy heart 
i not with me. He is properly and ru 1 
your Lord, that Reigns in your Hearts. 
See that Chriſt be formed in you, and rules I 
over you. Nothing is {ſweeter and more 
deſirable to the Saints, than well grounded 
Aſſurances of the Redeemer's Love; that 
_ . Ss, and Chrilt 4 is theirs. This 


wil 


. 
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ill encourage, ſupport, and refreſh 'your © 
duls under all Afflictions; this will ſtren- : * 
en and enable you to carry on the holy 
WM. ite with greater ſpeed, and better ſucceſs; - 
is will cure the Jealouſies, ſuppreſs and 
un the perplexing Motions of remaining 


( belief; this will temper the Troubles, 
1 d ſweeten all the Providences of Life; 
| Wis will raiſe and enlarge. your Hearts in 


e ways of God; this will give Life to 
ur Graces, ſtamp an Excellency upon 
WD :cdinances, a beauty in Duties, and fill 
du with all Joy and Peace in believing. 
$. 3. Revere the Authority of this great 
id mighty Lord, and teſtify your inward 
everence by outward Obedience. Yield 
im all the Subjection that your ſelves ac- 
10wledge and declare to be his due. Jeſus 
hriſt is the great Law-giver to the Church 
God ; and he demands of all his Sub- 
&s an abſolute Submiſſion to his written 
aws, as the Rule of Holineſs, and only 
deceiving Standard of Good and Evil for 
er. Laws are the Life and Order of Go- 
erument. Such as diſobey and trample 
pon the Laws of Chriſt, do vertually re- 
dunce their Allegiance, caſt off his Sove- 
inty, and deſpiſe his Dominion, and ſay, 
= wil not have this Man to reign over au. He 1 
MW ocks Chriſt, that calls him Lord, and does | 
Wot keep his Laws. It is not written, My 
Son 


24 Jeſus Chriſt the Lord. 

Son give me thy Tongue, but thy Heart. 
Good Words are deſirable; but if inſin- 
cere, and unaccompanied with Obedience, 
vain and deteſtable. We read of ſome that 
with their Mouth diſcovered much Love to 
God, who yet were loathſome to him: 
There is no Friendſhip with Chriſt, where 
there is no compliance with his holy Laws. 
Ju 15. 14. Ie are my Friends, if ye do ubat- 
= ſever I command you. Faith is dead with- Ne. 


out the Fruits of Holineſs : Every Branch 
that abides in Chriſt bears fruit. Such as 
live after the oldneſs of the Letter, are ſtill 
in the old Stock: The new Nature bears 
a new Life. The Spirit of Chriſt imparted 
to Believers, arms em with Chriſt-like De- 
ſixes and Aﬀections, and makes the Laws of 
- Chriſt delightful and lovely. P/al. 119. 97. Ve 
O how love 1 thy Law; it is my meditation all v. 
the day. Rom. 7. 22. I delight in the Law of WM tr 
God in the inward Man, If any Man liſt 3 
himſelf in the Service of Chriſt, fighting 
his Battles under his gracious Banner, and 1 
notwithſtanding this, deſert his Service, Mer 
tale part with his Enemies, and do nothing ſes 
do pleaſure him who has choſen him to be a Mie 
4 Souldier, his Sin is highly aggravated, his I cci 
Caſe by far the more deſperate, and his Me 
Condemnation will be the more intolerable Wnt 
and grievous. Remember you are Chri- 
ſtians, call'd by that glorious Name which Nou. 
101 whoſoever 
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hoſoever bears ought to depart from In- 


ity. Alexander the Great, ſending a Sol- 
er of his own Name upon a 


” 
yp 


angerous Expedition, made Curt. L. 8. 
of that as a ſufficient Motive | 
prompt him to his Duty; Nominis admo= 
, ſays the Hiſtorian, he put him in 
id of his Name. Our Calling is high, 
r Captain is glorious, our Lives are a 
egacle to Angels and Men; therefore 
ir Converſations ſhould be heavenly, holy, 


d becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt. 2 1 
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via. That Jeſus Chriſt is the 


true Believers, 


. ſecond Branch of the N : 
od of 


M0 Homas in the Text, with Approbation 
from Chriſt, calls him his God; from 
ence the other part of the Propoſition. © *M 

: les 3 That Jeſus Chriſt 1S the God of true HE - 
2 Nliicvers. If Chriſt was a God to one 
is cciple, he is a God to all his Diſciples #* 
is Ne God of Thomas is the God of al! 
e nts. My God, is the Voice of Faitm M 


- WF Chritt, a comely Confeſſion in tk?“ 
h ouths of all the faithful; and no more 


8 Feſus Chriſt the God 
than the Redeemer's due. It is a wrong to 
Chriſt, and juſtly we incur his Diſpleaſure] 
thereby, when ſhame or fear ſhall entrench i 
upon his high Prerogative, and cauſe his 9 
Followers to draw back, and withhcld the A : 
Glory from him which. is due to his Name. 
Confeſſion of Chriſt before Men, is a Duty 
incumbent upon Believers; and we deprive 7 
him of the principal Excellency in that con- 
feſſion, if we refuſe to acknowledge and 
confeſs with the Apoſtle, that he is our God. 
Now we had need be well aſſur'd of this Vt 
Truth; for it is very evident, that Jeſus Mat 
Chriſt was a true and real Man, came and t. 
convers'd in the World as other Men, ſuf- Mes 
Fer'd, and lay in the Grave, roſe again and s 
aſcended as a Man, and, as to outward e 
Appearance, was nothing more than a Man. 
It then we have the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance that 
he was a Man like our ſelves, we had need 
be careful, and look well to the Foundation 
of our Faith, before we believe in, and re. 
ceive him, as God. For if we have not 
convincing Proofs of his Divinity, we ſhall 
ſtand condemn'd of God for groſs Idolatry, 
and in the Eye of the World for ridiculous 
Polly, in worſhipping and truſting a Crea 
W ture as our ſelves, miſtaken, thro' Idleneſs, ot 
WW + Tenorance, for the Living and True God 
Acdleneſs occaſions the accepting, and embraY 
oeeing che Interpretations of Scripture wei 
* have 
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ove ready prepar'd to our hand by the 
c WWabours of others; and hence this miſchief 
h Wi (cs, that we bottom our Faith upon the 
. 9 «4 . ; 

is Wcxamin'd Deciſions of Men; not the 
e Hallible Truth of the ſacred Oracles. And 


e. oorance is the Mother of Bigottry, and 
y tles us tenacious retainers to imbibed 
e inciples, without a due Examination of | 
1- Mc Grounds upon which we have received 
d Wn. Therefore I have judg'd it conveni- 
d. ¶ t to lay before you a Scripture Account 

is this grand Article of our Chriſtian Faith, 
at you may ſee upon what ſtable Foun- 
\dMrtions it ſtands, and what ſubſtantial 
{-WMcaſons the true Believer has to alledge for 
ds Conduct in this important Affair, while 
d calls the Redeemer his God, ſerves and 
n. Moores him as ſuch, and believes him to be, 
at Pith the Father and Spirit, the one onlx 
ed ernal God over all, bleſſed for ever. 
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SY | 2 * » , | 
i evious Propoſitions relating to the Gods: 
of head of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
0 AE To | 
ra E C7. 1. Before I enter upon the Argu- 
wel 


ment, and lay open at large the Rea-" 
TVs bY | 
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7 iS Jeſus Chriſt the God 
ſons and Grounds that ſupport our Faith inf 
Chriſt's ſupreme Divinity, I ſhall take the 
Liberty of propounding a few Particular I 
reſpecting the Bleſſed Trinity, that, as pre. 3 
vious helps, will clear the way to our main 
Deſign, and be of no ſmall uſe in admini-* 
ſtring Light to promote, and further it. 1 
am not about to trouble you with Sabel 
ties, and nice Speculations, but to premiſe 
dome general plain Propoſitions that are 
ſcarce diſputed among profeſſing Chriſti- 
ans. Firſt of all, The Doctrine of the e- 
ternal Trinity 1s revealed only in the Word 1 P 
of God, and only to be known by Vertue 
.of that Revelation. As to the Triads of 4 
Plato, and his three-fold Soul that animates 
the World, ingeniouſly ſuns i 
De ſe by Boethins, whence ſome have 
Philos, L. 3. ſuſpected the Fathers to have 
ö ch d the Notion of a Tri- 
mmity, I paſs it, and all the Obſervations 'j 
that have been made from it, in prejudice 
to the Scriptures, as futilous and vain. ? 
The Scheme of Plato examin'd, if dan 1 
ſtood, will appear to be meerly rational, 3 
and that Author in his Addreſs to God be- 
ſpeaks him the Guide and Governour of b 
the celebrated Tem 4vyi, which makes Wc 
it evident that he intended not God, but Dt 
ſomething. i in nature thereby. And if he 
had, it does not follow that Plato was the 
framer 
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amer of the Notion ; for a? 
s Philoſophy is called by his uml. do. 


T ollowers ©2270; it is poſ- Ayſt. 
ie the Title is juſt in ſone 
"Wc aſure;- ſeeing ſundry Authors affirm that” 


tlearnt it from the Jeuiſß Doctors, with 
Whom, it is well known, in his Travels he 


A miliarly convers d. But it is rather to be 
ppos'd an invention and wild coneeit of 
gs own towring Imagination; and that ſo 
„intelligibly obſcure, that neither Jambli- 
19 us his great Admirer, nor the 


poſtate Emperour, who calls Julian. 


* im E«29005 bed, the Offspring of Out. ö. 

* e Gods, attempt to illuſtrate 2 
10 is rambling Thought of their Maſter 
> „to; but they, with other his Followers, 


rop'd the Notion, no doubt becauſe they 
1ew not what to make of it. That in 
ne God there is a Plurality of Perſons, a + 
» Wocternal three that bear witneſs in Hea- + 
n, and that theſe three are one, is a Doc». - + 
ine that no uninſpir'd Writings ever made 
pretence to reveal. This awful Truth is 

nly to be found in the Writings of Truth? 
ere the Light of Nature leaves us entirely 
the dark, and the Voice of Reaſon is ſtil}, 
ad profoundly ſilent. This Doctrine is 
rr to be defended at the Bar of Rea- 
n; nor can it be demonſtrated by any 
rguments but what are fetch'd from the 
C:3 . living 
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living Oracles of God. Scripture is ou 
ſtrong hold, and arſcnal in this e 
The Adverſaries of the Trinity call us to 
the Judgment-ſcat of Reaſon ; we muſt 4M 1 
mur againſt Reaſon's Authority, and appeal ® 
to Revelation. They imitate the Romani. | 
in endeavouring to beat us off from the 
Rock of Scripture ; One 919 
Briſt. in whom adviſes his Pupil to get 
Mat. the proud Hereticks out of the 
Fortreſs of Scripture into chef 
plain Field of Tradition, and he ſhall be“ 
ſure of the Victory. No Man in his Win 
will undertake to vindicate the Doctrine ol 
the Trinity by unaſſiſted Reaſon ; or go 
out of the Fortreſs of Scripture, and com- 3 
bate for it in the plain Fields of mere 3 
Reaſon. The Controverſy 1s not whether} 
the common Doctrine of the Trinity 15 1 
plain and rational, but whether it be re- 


3 
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> 
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vealed in Scripture or no. Our Arrows Wl i 
are all to be drawn from that Shaft : And in 
we find it in Scripture, we leave it to God e 
to anſwer for all the entangling Difficulties, 4 3 | 


that are, or can be charg'd upon it by cor- 

rupt and carnal Reaſon. 4 
9. 2. The Doctrine of the eternal Trin;ll 
ty is a deep and incomprehenſible Myſtery 
This Propoſition I advance to meet with 
your Expectations, if you have any ſuch,thatY 


in the Sequel 1 * unravel the awful 
Myſtery 
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ou yſtery, and make it open and clear to 
r 8 our dark Underſtandings. Crawling Worms 
to Nas we, but darken Counſel when we diſ- 
de. Mourſe of the Nature of God. The Philo- 
cal Mopher makes this ingenious Remark upon 
111 Ihe noted Story of Simonides demanding till 
the Nonger time ere he would return Anſwer to 
of Miero asking him of God's Nature what he 
ret as:, I ſuppoſe, ſays he, becauſe 

he Wn any acute and ſubtle Notions Cic.de Nat. 
he Wcame into his Head, and he was Deor. L. r. 
be doubtful which was the trueſt of 

ts em, that therefore he deſpair'd of all truth 
and certainty in the Caſe. We are ſoon be- 


vond our reach in the depths of God; 
WW fwallow'd up, and loſt in the vaſt Abyſs of 
re his Immenſity, and incomprehenſible Being. 
er How, ſays one, ſhou'd the Mind 
is ot Man under its own conduct Calo. If. 
- penetrate to diſcuſs the Sub- T. . 

\ 


s IF ftance of God, which by no 
if means can attain to the knowledge of its 
down. At beſt, it is but a little Portion we 

know of God : When he reveals his Per- 
fections, it uſually is by Similitudes familiar 
—— — 050 . Jews Phil. Jud. de 

a 18 4 xp oyoudTwy mapn Sacrif. Cam 
„ . Tay Vie ad sν,j, an abuſe and Abel. 
ot Words for the help of our #> 
Weakneſs. & AA has of old been an- 
nexed to, and will for ever continue inſe 
7750 C 4 parable-. I 
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er. It is moſt daring and deſperate Pre- 1 Bm 


out, much more the Nature and Eſſence of 


| nity is not therefore untrue, becauſe it is 


one will acknowledge, that the puzzling 


cannot be clear d in the Eyes of an Idiot, 
0 Child, does not at all detract from it's 
ruth, ſo the inconceivable depths in the 

| * rinity aſſoil not, nor any ways injure the 
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parable from = 9”, *Tis impoſſible for uf 
to know any more of God's Nature, and 1 
way of ſubſiſting, than he is pleaſed to re- 
veal, The Myſtery of the Incarnation off 
Chriſt is, without controverſy, great; and 
that of the Trinity, if poſſible, is ſtill great. 


uth 
e b 
a | 


ſumption in Man, to attempt to define and) 
meaſure the infinite God by the ſcanty 1 he 
Model, and crooked Standard of his natu- 
Tal Reaſon, to draw a ſcantling and pour- | q ul 
trait of the moſt High from the ſhallow 
conceits of our unequal and debaſed Un- 
derſtandings. If the Ways and judgments 
of God are unſearchable, and paſt finding 


God ſurmounts the height of our Reaſon, x 
and remains a Myſtery. 1 
H. 3. The Doctrine of the eternal Tri- 


dark and myſterious. As Perſpicuity is not 
a Rule to meaſure the Truth of Propoſiti- 

ons by, ſo Obſcurity is far from arguing 
their falſnood. Truth is not to be rejected 
becauſe it cannot be comprehended. Every 


intricacy of a Propoſition i in Euclid, which 


truth 
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uth of that Doctrine, becauſe Men, who 

e but Idiots, and Children with God, are 

1 loſs about it. For as a Maſter of the 
ience is able to demonſtrate the truth of 
Mat abſtruſe Propoſition, which the rude 
d unimproved Mind can ſee nothing in- 

- ſoit is much more eaſy and reaſonable 
ſuppoſe that HOY God ge 
ho is, as a Father ſpeaks, Hilar. De 
e 1214 idoners ſibi teftis, the Din. L. I. 
one commenſurate Witneſs ST: 
S himſclf) may propound to our Faith 
opoſitions above the reach of our Rea- 

; Wn, and comprehend in himſelſ what is 
 Wſtly beyond the conception of the moſt 
alted Creatures, and to them plainly in- 
mprehenſible. Reaſon is not to be uſed as 
AMiſtreſs, but as a Hand-maid to Revela- 
on; and to aſſent to the Truths of Scrip- 
re, not meerly upon ſight of their intrin- 
kx Evidence, but upon the Veracity of 
od who reveals 'em. Nothing in the 
orld is more reaſonable than this, tha 
e truſt the Lord upon his own credit, and 4 
lieve a Propoſition becauſe the God that 
nnot lye has affirm'd it. It becomes us 
be humble Learners in Religion's Scholl, 
ad ſilent adorers of the glorious Myſteries, 8 
here the defectiveneſs of our Underſtang 3 
gs keeps us ſtill in the dark, and obſtruts⁶ 
t comprehenſion. If God tell us thers 
6 C5 are 
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| three are one, ſhou d all the Men upon Earth 
declare 'tis abſurd, and impoſſible, wel 


| 7 is an old eternal Truth. It is not an up- 


Jeſus Chriſt the God 


are three that bear record in Heaven, and il 


ought to ſpurn at their arrogance ; ad 


whatever they oppoſe to the ſayings of God, t 
reject it with indignation. If the Scripture; n 
declare that Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, 1 
we find ſuch a Text in our Bibles, God ha Mar 
ſaid it, and we are bound to believe it, in e 
defiance to all the Objections of Men And ea 

the Reaſon is at hand, becauſe the ange ns 
Teſtimony of God is of greater weight ip 
the Ballance of Truth, than the anitedlf "If 
Voice of created Nature againſt it. The . 
Infallibility of God ſhou'd in reaſonable; if 
Minds bear down and preponderate all Op- at 
poſition. To fay it affronts our Facultic| dn 
as an Argument againſt a Truth which God 
has revealed, is a bold Indignity offer'd! 1 | 
to his glorious Majeſty ; for this were to Y 
ſtand in competition with God, and ſet up! ri 
our ſelves as adequate Meafiirers and Judge Wl 
of Truth. And whence does the Aron ic 
complain'd of ariſe? Not from any thing rt 

jn the Truth it ſelf, but from the depra vit les 
of our vainly boaſted Faculties, and from Mh 

the Oppoſition and Enmity in which, ll 
the Fall, the carnal Mind is plac'd 480i en 

- - God. 3 1 


. 4. The Doctrine of the eternal Trini- 


Rar: 
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art conceit, or a new Invention of Men, 
tut a revealed Article of Faith delivered 
ve ich the firſt to the Saints, taught by the 
nd eſſed Apoltles, and univerſally received 


d the beſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 
re Ind it is no ſmall Satisfaction to ſerious 
i hriſtians, to obſerve the concurrence and = 


rmony of the generality of great and - 
in ood Men in receiving this Truth, which 


id ears the whole Weight of their Expectati- 
le ns and Happineſs : Becauſe, it cannot be 
in ppos'd conſiſtent with the Goodneſs and 

d iſdom of God to ſuffer his Saints all, or 
„ r the greateſt part of em, ſo blindly to 
le. Miſtake his Mind and Meaning, in a Point 

> iat very tenderly touches his Honour, and 


9 
1 
$4. 
«2 27 

es 
* 


4 contrary to the gracious Nature and glo- 
i jous Attributes of God, to guide his Peo- 


of ie into Error: And if the Doctrine of the 
W cinity be an Error, it is a great and dread- 


«* 7 
5 
lone. And however ſmall it is weakly or 


les expreſs it in the blackeſt 
haracters. One of 'em calls Sommer. lil. i. 5 
adulterinum Trinitatis com- 

entum, meras Speculationes, nugas Platonicas;* 
ſpurious Device of the Brain, meer Spe- 
lations, Plato $ Baubles. And with a yer 5 


— 


d nearly concerns their own Salvation. It. "3 


3 F'ickedly repreſented by ſome to be, Men 4 
the greateſt Note among Socinuss Diſci- 1 


EE 


5 Schimberp. in ſunt blaſphema dogmata, & 50 - 


* Deo Tatre, 


ſum edificium, abſurdiſſimam ſimul & falſi 1 


and Spirit to be equal with the Father, or I 
no, do greatly diſparage their Judgment, 


God ſhou'd ſuffer all his Churches to go in- 
to ſuch a deſtructive Error; I might ſay, 


"Jeſus Chrif 'he God 


far fouler Mouth another ſays 


Refut. Carol iu. renda, ex imo orco, per filium pe- 
ditionis, virtute Satanæ Eccle- 
firs obtruſa : They are blaſphemous and hor. 
rible Notions from the bottomleſs Pit, 
thruſt upon the Churches by the Son ot 
Perdition, thro' the Devils Power: From 
hence he a little lower declares, Deus Tri- 1 
wt eft idolum illud antichriſti : The Triniy 
is that Idol of Antichriſt ſpoken of The. 2. 1 
1 And the Author of the Raco-f 
fut. Th; / jan Catechiſm, which he 
Franz. drew out of the Writings ot A 

Socinus, calls it Craſſum, & otio- 


mam opinionem : A groſs and tooliſh Struc- i 
ture, a moſt abſurd and falſe Opinion; and 
the horrid conſequences of it in the Eyes of 3 
theſe Men, may be ſeen at large in the 
Works of Socinms, and his ſtouteſt Defender f. 
And thoſe that repreſent it as 4 
+ Crell. deUw almoſt an indifferent thing, off 
no important 3 3 
whether we believe the Son 


rens 23 ee =:0Q 


— 
FF Y 


or Honeſty, in the Eyes of conſiderate 'Y 
Men. Now is it poſſible to imagine that 


ed + + wm.2% AO 


lead 


lead *em into it? For to ſpeak of what lyes 
before us, the Godhead of the Son, Scrip- 
ture is ſo expreſs and open in aſſerting the 
Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, that it is ſcarcely 
W poſſible for an honeſt plain Readerto queſti- 
on it, if he believes the Scriptures. Says 
the Bible, Jeſus Chriſt is the true God. And 
it the Bible was written for the uſe of the 
common People, (and not entruſted only 
in the hands of Learned Men, whoſe Wit 
and Subtlety can wreſt and colour all, and 
dig ſtrange Interpretations out of plain 
Texts) ſure it is that common Capacities, 
which underſtand Propofitions in the ob- 
vious plain Senſe of the Words, can think 
no gtherwiſe but that he is the true God: 
And ſo they are, if that be an Error, not 
to ſay deſignedly, at leaſt unavoidably, 
led by the Holy Ghoſt into it ; which is 
Blaſphemy to aſſert. | t 
The Manifeſtation of God in the Fleſh 
is a great Myſtery, but not unintelligible, 
or any ways repugnant to well inſtructed I 
Reaſon. Sd eie dviporeoy Oy, of. + 
Neis Oed & e wlafangiy. It L P bilo 7 ud. 
is more agr-eablc ro Reaſon, 7 4 Gate 
that God fhould become Man, L | 
than that Man ſhould become God, ſays a 
Famous Jew, and far from any prejudice 
in favour of Chriſtianity ; yea, in fuch 


* 5 

: 4 
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Reputation among his Country Men, that 
| he was choſen by 'em, as Jo- 
Foſeph. Antig. ſephus relates, Tezo]ws j,, 
C. 18. c. 10. the Prince or Preſident of that 
| celebrated Ambaſly to Catas 
Caſar. In thoſe early days the Chriſtians 


were ſometimes called Jews by the Romans, 


Y as appears from a Paſlage in 
Sueton. in Suetonius : Judæos impulſore 
Qaud. Chriſto aſſidue tumultuantes Roma 
+ expulit. He baniſh'd the Fews 
(whereby he means Chriſtians) who, at 
the Inſtigation of Chriſt, began to grow 
troubleſome, from Rome. And perhaps the 
Chriſtians being comprehended under the 
common Title of Jews, gave occaſion to 
that famous Paſſage in Philo, dropping a 
Word in defence of all who were called 

eus: And knowing it was then the uni- 
verſally received Principle of the Chriſtians, 
that God was actually become Man, or 
that Jeſus Chriſt was God as well as Man. 


in that memorable Account he 
Hntiq. L. 18. gives of our Saviour, had Ap- 


__— a4 Oo rehenſions of him as of a 


ivine Perſon, alledging as 


Arguments his Doctrine and Miracles. But 


however ſurpriſing the Deity of Chriſt 
might be to others, it was for many Ages 


1 after his Aſcenſion, believed without con- 


tradiction 


39332 . IAA „  oÞ 


— — 
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tradition by Chriſtians. And that this was 
the Faith, nd conſtant Doctrine of the 
Fathers, will appear to thoſe that i imparti- 
ally examine their Writings; and take their 
Senſe, not from caſually dropt, and un- 
guarded Expreſſions, but the places in 
which they profeſſedly handle the Point, 
and deliver their Sentiments upon he Sub- 
ject with deſign to be diſtinguiſh'd, and 


known. 


CHAP. VII. 
Of ARTANISM. 


ECT. 1. In the Year after the Incar- 
nation of God 324, Arius, a proud and 
turbulent Presbyrer of the £598 
Church at Alexandria, began Tleodor. L. r. 
to broach his Blaſphemies a- a 
gainſt the Eternal Son, to the infinite per- 
plexity and Diſturbance of the Chritin s 
World. This, as Euſebius re- 2 
lates, occaſion d ſuch a peſti- In Vit. cone | 
lent Diſtraction in Egypt, that Fantin., L. 3. 
in every City there was Biſhop 
againſt Biſhop, and People againſt People; 
: mos up Tumults, and mutual Vexati-= 
Arrius repulſed in his ExpeRations of 7 
the 
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the Biſhoprick of Alexandria, and boyling 
with Rage and Envy at 4- 


Theod. L. 1. lexander's Promotion to it, was 


carry'd beyond all Temper in 

oppoling and creating Uneaſineſſes to him 
in poſſeſſion of his Dignity ; and being 
withal a haughty Man, inſati- 

Ruffin. L. 1. ably covetous of Praiſe, and 
= deſirous of Novelty ; more 
Religious (as the ſame Author writes) in 
Shew than in Virtue, and fam'd for excel- 
ling in Logical Subtleties *, he 
*Socrat. L. 1. vented publickly in the Church 


ISozomen. I. 1. ſuch Notions as, ſays the Hi- 


ſtorian , were never ſpoken by 
any Mortal before, That the Son is a Crea- 


ture, and had a Beginning from Nothing. Tho 


= ſome inſinuate to us, That 
gm Origen, that very erroneous 
uſt. Father, was the firſt inventor 


Ep. ad Tan. & 


Ocean. of this Hereſy ; not publiſh- 


| ed by him, but left in his Pa- 
pers, which Arius afterwards, together with 
. Achillas the Reader, and Eu- 


cn. Luci. Zoius the Deacon, as Jerom te- 


ſtifies, adopted and divulg'd. 


Arius at firſt pertinaciouſly maintain'd, and 


with wonderful Induſtry endeavour'd to 
propagate this new Doctrine, which blew 
pp the Coals of Contention in the Chriſtian 


Churches into ſuch a raging Flame- for a 


2 while, 
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while, that to prevent expoſing the Lead- 
ers of Chriſtianity, it is better to bury in 
ilence, than renew the Memory of that 
gnelancholly Scene, by detailing the Trou- 
Mies and Miſeries which ſprang from that 
FR ccurſed Seed. In the Year 325 a General 
Council was called, and held by the Emperor 
t Nice in Bithynia. In it were aſſembled 
18 Biſhops who condemned the Doctrine 
f Axius, and gave a check for the preſent 
o the waſting Flame. Hereupon Arius 
imſelf profeſs'd to repent of | 
is Madneſs, wrote a Letter Socrat. L. 1. 
f Submiſſion and Recantation 
o Conſtantine, who therefore interceded for 
is readmiſſion into the Alexandrian Church; 
e pretended at leaſt to embrace the Nicene 
Faith, and in his conflict with Athanaſius 
eclared his full Aſſent to the moſt contro- 
"42 1 Part of it, in _ remarkable 
XF\ ords, Evupru diode giver & : 
a, 7 rd)a. I conſent that the 8 
Pon is the ſame in Subſtance Viren. G 
ith the Father. Yet the Fire 3 
as not fully extinguiſh'd, but lay burning 
the Embers till the Reign of Conſtantin, 
hen it burſt forth with greater Fury than 
cr, and ſpread far and near, to the un- 
eakable Diſtreſs, and Deſolations of the 


Wcnce interpos'd, and ſpirited Men with 
= - Gee 


hurches of Chriſt ; till God in his Provi> 
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Zeal, and Abilities equal to the Service, 
and, by his Bleſſing upon their excellent 
Labours, ſo far ſuppreſs'd the Arian Hereſy, I 
that the Wounds 4 the Church were pretty 
well healed, the Doctrine of the Goſpel 1 
univerſally prevailed, and after the fourth 
Century we meet with little more of Aria- 
niſm (excepting ſome particular Perſons) M 
till divers Years after tlie Reformation. Nor 
muſt we paſs without note the Wiſdom and f 
Goodneſs of God, who during the rampan- i 
cy of Antichriſt, when moſt of the Goſ baff | 
Doctrines were deprav'd, or l . 
maintain'd the Divinity of our Saviour free 
from Innovations: Wou'd not ſuffer his 
Enemy to ſpoil him of his Glory, but pre- 1 
ſerved the Doctrine intire, and uneclipſed. f 3 
in the midſt of Abominations, and hand- 1 
ed it pure to his Saints at tlie Reforma- 
tion. 0 q eX 

6. 2. After the Reformation, the Evet- 
laſting Goſpel ſhone forth for ſeveral Year 4 
in its primitive Luſtre, and Beauty, with- 
out any remarkable Oppoſition trom Aria. 
niſm, till in the Year of God 1531, Michael 1 
Servetus, a Spaniard, publiſh'd his Treatiſe 
of the Trinity ; wherein he revives the N 
Ancient Arian Hereſy, with a few inconſi- 
derable Alterations. Some have repreſent} 4 gw 
ed him a _ of ſlender Parts, and Fur 
niture 
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niture; tho I find him recorded by his 
principal Opponent, Non mi- 

uimus inter Anabaptiſtas, immo Calv. Inſt. L 4. 
„us catervæ magnum decus: „31. | 
Not the meaneſt among the 

I -4:abaptiſts, but the great Ornament of that 
Generation. Servetus went and ſettled at 
Geneva; openly preach'd againſt the God- 
head of Chriſt, to the no ſmall diſtraction 
of the Church in that City. In thoſe days 
there were at Geneva three famous Divines, 
Calvin, Farellus, and Viretuss Calvin as 
many Words as he ſpake, with ſo many 
weighty Sentences he filled the Hearer's 
Mind. Farellus was ſuch a Son of Thun- 
- © der, that no Body cou'd hear his awaken- 
ing Sermons, and ardent Prayers, without 
W trembling, and looking up to Heaven, 
Viretus was a Son of Conſolation, that fo 
excell'd in {ſweet and flowing Eloquence, 
that the Hearers hung upon his heavenly 
Lips; as threy are characte- 

risd by one who had it from Feleb. 4d. in 
Beza. At the Inſtigation of Vit. Calv. + 
theſe Great Men, the Magi- - 

ſtrates of Geneva expell'd him the City by 
Na Decree of the Senate, which forbad him 
co return upon Pain of Death. His Books 
voere burnt at Geneva, and, as, | 

one records, in ſeveral other C. J or. pro 
places, by Calvins Means. 
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and ſpread it abroad whereſoever he came. 
Geneva ſoon got rid of this Peſtilence ; 
but the City of Bern was much infeſted: if 
with it, as the famous Divine 
*- ret. Hift. of that Canton records“. Art 


— 
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Servetus himſelf unfortunately returning, i 
was taken up and impriſon'd, 


Epiſt. ad Me autore, ſays Calvin, and 3 
dulcer. foon after burnt for his Diſo- 


bedience, and Hereſy. A 
great Noiſe this made in the World, and 
that by Caſtellio in particular, and ſince has 
been often objected againſt Calvin with bit- 


ter Refl<&iofis, in prejudice to the Memo- 
ry of that incomparable Man. Bezs at- 

tempts his Defence at Large, 
In Vit. Calv. to which F refer the Curious. 


After the miſerable End of 
1 1 
Servetus, Geneva enjoy d Tranquility and 


Peace; till it was diſturb'd again by the 


forward Ignorance of Julian Valentine, fir- 


named Gentilis, a Neapolitan, who by con- 


verſing with Servetu imbibed his Poyſon, 


Fal. Gent. 


+ Melt. 4d Bern the Magiſirates made 1 
o. him abyure his Errors f, and 
ſwear not to depart the City. 


I it. Calv. 


He ſoon broke his Oath, and fled, and, by | 9 


the Influence of Alciatus and Blandrata, vi- 
rulent Enemies to the Godhead of Chriſt, 


lick d up his Vomit again; and returning 
after his perfidious Flight, by the juſt Judg- 
8 ment 
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ment of God, (ſays Adams) to Bern, there 
he fell a Sacrifice to his Folly, and was 
Wburnt ; boaſting that others 

had ſuffered for the Glory of Mor. Hit. 
the Son, but he was the firſt 

that ever dyd a Martyr to the Father's 
lory. | 

* In the Lear of our Redemption 
1581, Fauſtus Socinus Senenſis, ſo called from 
Siena a City of Hetruria in Ita- 

, began to appear publickly Bidle Life of 
on the Stage of this World; Soc. 
Wwhoſe Name and Writings 

ince have made ſo great a Noiſe and Buſtle 
ait. He was a Man that excell'd more in 
Fharpneſs of Wit, than Solidity of Judg- 
nent. He apply'd himſelf to Letters late, 
Having ſpent the Flower of his Youth in 
he Duke of Florence his Court, and gave 


ot himſelf to the Study of Divinity till 
2 "IT . i 

rrir'd at the 35th Year of his Age. His 
Natural were greater than his | 
. gacquir'd Endowments, Him- E#pift.ad Spart. 
| elf acknowledges, that he was Lup. | 
| I wal: never conducted his a 
„ tudies under any Maſter. His Temper 


as turbulent, paſſionate, proud, and pre- 
pitant; for which he ſtands 


. 1 Lisp. ad Sein. 
Fe prov'd in the Letters of ſome Mini * 5 


pt his Friends and Followers. Soc. 


* . 


dis Unkle Lalius Socinus was 21 


2 


» - * 5 „ © 

8 x#.2 

"wo ** OP 
; . ” 445 a 4 N 0 a 


4s Feſus Chriſt the God 


a much more able Divine than himſelf, of WR; 
the ſame Principles, tho' he kept himſelf MM. 
cloſe, and undiſcover'd, as appears from 

the two Epiſtles of Calvin to him. This 
Man was thought to have had MW, 
* Melch. Ad. a chief hand in the Belliana Wir. 

Fit. Calv. Farrago * ; tho' Beza aſcribes 
In Vit. Calv. - i 2. 
F Fetch, 4d. it to Caſtellio alone f. He us'd i. 
Vit. Zanch, all imaginable Arts to draw n 
away Zanchy || from the Doc- 4 h 
trine of the Trinity, and involve him in 
the Errors of Servetus; but when he found ro 
him immoveable, he renounced all Friend- Mit. 
ſhip with him. Lalins Socinus dy'd at Zu- 4 ce 
rich in 1562, and left his Papers to his Ne- Hor 
phew Fauſtuz By the help of his Unkle's . 
Papers, Fauſtus Socinus {et up for the Head MHhe 
of a new Sect. - He renew'd, and poliſh'd MA 
the Arian Hereſy with great Additions, Mic 
and Alterations of his own, He went into Mut 
Poland, and there he reſided and dy'd. That WW; 
Country was wretchedly harraſt and torn Wn: 
by increaſe of this Hereſy, (which may be Wo: 
ſeen at large in the Bibliotheca Fratrum Po- Mh 
= 7onorum, with Socinus his Lite and Works Hoc 
| collected in the Front; ) till at length, by Mer 
' a'publick Act of the General Diet, the A- WMWna 
j# bettors of it were baniſhed for ever from MMnc 
Poland. Grotins wrote againſt Socinus with Wa 
due Labour and Learning peculiar to him- Nee 
_ H1cl6 Voſſius ſupported him againſt the Ca- o 
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ils and Clamours of a little Antagoniſt, 
vho dar'd to enter the Liſts with that great 
lan. And almoſt all the great and able 
1 Divines of the Reformed Churches vigo- 


Ine Truth againſt the Socinian Tenets; and 

y God's Bleſſing upon their Labours, the 

iereſy began to expire, and great Eſta- 

liſhment and Comfort accru'd to the 
churches of Chriſt. 5 

$. 4. Our Britiſb World has kept as clear 
om the Leaven of Arianiſm, and been as 

ittle vex'd by Diviſions and Broils upon 

ccount of that Nature, as any. © Arius has 

ometimes attempted to ſet his Foot in 
reat Britain, but never yet could fix it 

here. A new and more formidable 

I gault we have lately ſuſtained by a Treas 

iſe which came forth a few Years ſince, 
ntituled, The Scripture Doctrine of the Tri- 
7%, written by a Divine of great Name, 

nd Note, in the eſtabliſh'd Church. This 
ow far it revives the Doctrines of Arim, 
= hat Oppoſitions it met with in the Con- 
ocation, what ſolid Confutations from ſe= 
eral Hands, and what Impreſſions it has 
Wade, eſpecialy upon raw and unexperi- 
rcd, younger and unfurniſh'd Minds, are 
Natters too freſh in the Memory of all to 
reed any recollections. I ſhallnow proceed 
o the Argument, and preſent a few feaſons 

3 able 


oufly employ'd their Pens in defence, oß 
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able Conſiderations from the Word of God, 
which 1 hope will be of uſe to comfort the 
ſtrong, to confirm the ſtaggering, and (if 
there be any, as I hope and believe there 
are none, amongſt you infected and poy- i 
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their Souls from ſo deadly and dangerous a 
State of Apoſtacy. And I hope you will 
not reckon your Time conſum'd,. and waſi- 
ed, in contending for Chriſt's Rights ; for 
the due Honour of him whom you have 
always received as your Lord, and be- 
liev'd in, and adord as your God. 


f 
ſon'd) to reclaim the fallen, and recover 


* Awe 


CHAP, vill. 


Shewing that there are two Natures in 


the Perſon of Feſus Chriſt. 4 


OECT. 1. That in the Mediator there 
are diſtinguiſh'd Natures, is a Truth ſo i 
clearly revealed that one wou'd think it 
impoſſible a Diſpute ſhou'd ariſe ; It is writ- 
ten in Scripture with a Beam of the Sun. 
A Man muſt either put out his Eyes, or 
diſcredit the Scriptures, that believes the 
Redeemerto be d drlpons, no more than 
a Man; or that beſides the Human there is 
not another Nature in Chriſt ; and upon 
| Fr Se; inquiry 
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quiry what that other Nature is, I truſt 
> demonſtrate it to be truly Divine. Some 
e of opinion that the Angel's appearing of 
i to Abraham, Lot, and other Fathers, 
ch before, and after the Flood, were. no 
her than the Bleſſed Angel of the Cove- 
unt, our Saviour, who is ſometimes call'd- 
Wc Lord, ſometimes an Angel, in the ſa- 
2d Story, We are ſure that Chriſt 
Jas tempted in the Wilderneſs by the mur- 
Nuring I/raelites; 1 Cor. 10. 9. Neither let 
HS tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them tempted him, 
d were deſtroyed of Serpents, Which is thus 
preſs'd by the Pſalmiſt, Pſa. 78. 18. They 
pted God in the Wilderneſs by asking Meat 
b beir Luſts. Our Saviour himſelf ſays, 
=: 8. 58. Before Abraham was, I am. And. 
o ever doubted but the Wiſdom menti- 


Nad in Prov. 8. is Jeſus Chriſt > Which 
rnal Wiſdom is plainly of a Nature di- 
= from Chriſt's Human Nature, becauſe 
at exiſted before the Foundation of the 
World, and was from everlaſting; this was 
ated in the fulneſs of time. Now if 
us Chriſt was ſeen by Abrabam and the 
riarchs, if he was preſent with his Peo- 

in the Wilderneſs ; yea, if he was 
en alda, ante oma 1 
Ia, before all Worlds, as Socrat. L. 1. 
is and Euxoius allow in the | + | 
eed they an Conſtantine, hence 
1 
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it manifeſtly follows, that he is poſſeſs'd of 
two Natures, one that exiſted before th: 
World, another which was not in being til 
many thouſand Years after the World be- 
gan. | 4 
H. 2. The very Names and Titles off 
Chriſt incloſe a twofold Nature; Title 
that cou'd not be given him without the 
utmoſt Impropriety of Speech, if he had , 
not another beſides the Human Nature 
Iſa. 9. 6. Unto us a Child is born, unto us 9 
Oion is given, and his Name ſhall be called tu 
* mighty God, the everlaſting Father. A Chil, 
and yet the mighty Gods, a Son, and ya 
the everlaſting Father. Matth. 1. 23. 70 
Pali call his name Emmanuel, which being in 
terpreted, is God with 14 : God condeſcend- 
ing to be with us in our own Nature. H 
is called God, which ſignifies his Divine 
with us, which ſignifies his Human Natur: 
Jer. 23. 6. This is the Name whereby he ji 
be called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs. Thi 
Son of David is Jehovah our Righteouſnci 
3 lehovah, ſays a Rabbi, ſigni 
 Maimon.More fies the Divine Eſſence it (cl) 
| Nevech, _ without any reſpect, or incon 
=_  _— municable to the Creatur 
90 | ' f 25 Jehovah IS 4 Title acknowledg'd peculiar 129 [4] 
hae Eternal God ; here it is given to tl 
Mefliah, Jehovah is his Name therefor 
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If he is not miſcalled by the Spirit, he is the 
Eternal God as well as a created Man. 


that clear the Aſſertion of two Natures in 
Chriſt beyond all contradiction, A few I 
ſhall lay before you, to {till the Whiſpers of 
your Unbeli:f. Colof. 2. 9. In him dwells all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. An illu- 
ſtrious Text, ſays Beza, as any, and com- 
prehending in a few Words what we are to 


Apoſtle ſays i «vw, in him, he plainly de- 
termines two Natures, and thoſe diſtinct 
in the one Hypoſtaſis, or Perſon of Chriſt : 
Again, continues, he the Word wle, dwells, 


| 

the Fulneſs Nie-, which is more than 
ae, of the Godhead, there remains 
no appearance of Reaſon why the Son ſhou'd 
be counted Inferiour to the Father, or why 


the Perſons ſhou'd be confounded with the 
WE lence ot God. What can we underſtand 
by the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily 


united in his Perſon. Rom. 9. 5. Of ubom 
s concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, who i 


F 9 1 : 
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g. 3. The Goſpel abounds with Places 


believe of the Perſon of Chriſt : When the 


declares the everlaſting Union between. 
the two Natures; and when he ſays: all 
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4 dwelling in Jeſus Chriſt, but God and Man 


od over all, bleſſed for ever. Here is it ex- 
e rreſs'd as plain as Words can make it, that 
here are two Natures in one Chriſt. s 


D 2 he 


oncerning his Human Nature, the Fleſn, 
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he is an Iſraelite, of the Seed of David; 


but as concerning his other Nature, he, the 


fame Perſon, is God over all. Adds 20. 28. 
Ihe Church of God which he hath purchaſed 


with his own Blood. The God ſpoken of in 


this Scripture, is without Controverſy our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; unleſs the idle Dream 


of the Anthropomorphites be admitted. This 


God is ſaid to have purchaſed a Church 


Didi ala], with his own proper Blood, 


the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, even 
the precious and meritorious Blood of our 
Redeemer. God cannot ſufter, and dye ; 
the Divine Nature is perfectly impaſſible : 
Therefore if God did ſuffer, and ſhed his 
Blood; or it, as another Apoſile expreſſes 
it, 1 John 3. 16. God laid down his Life for 
us, it neceſſarily follows, that God had a 
Life which he cou'd lay down; he had a- 
nother Nature beſides the Divine, in which 
he cou'd bleed and dye. John 1. 14. The 
Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among 16. 
Fleſh is a Word we all underſtand the Hu- 
man Nature by; and as to what was made 
- Fleſh, the Word, what that is, the Evan- 
geliſt ſhall explain it himſelf, ver. 1. In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 


wit h God, and the Word was God. God was 


made Fleſh, or became Man, and taber- 
nacled among us. 1 Tim. 3. 16. God was 
- manifeſted in the Fleſh. This is the great 

1 z Myſtery 


CCC 
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Myſtery of Godlineſs. The Vulgar Tranſla- 
tion leaves out the Word Ss, and inſtead 

of it puts the Article 9, thus, Magnum eſt 
Sacramentum quod manifeſtatum eſt in Carne. 
Abſurd with a witneſs ; tho Eraſmus fa- 
vours it, endeavouring to undermine this,. 
as he does many other moſt glorious Teſti- 
monies to the Deity of Chriſt : For he ſays - 
upon it, in his way, wittily, Mihi ſubolet 
Deum additum fuiſſe ad verſus hæreticos Arianos; 
to which Beza replies, At mihi, Bexæ, non 
dubium eſt Dei nomen ſublatum fuiſſe ab its qui 
vel deitatem Chriſti, vel utrinſq; Nature uni- 
oem jam inde ab ipſo conceptionis momento ne- 
gabant. The Manifeſtation of God in the 
Fleſh, gives a quick Idea of another Na- 
ture in Chriſt than the Human, which Na- 
ture is God. Once more, 1 John 5. 20. 
Jeſus Chriſt, this is the true God, and eternal 
Life, This Text may be called crux Aria- 
na, the Death of Arianiſm. While this 
Text abides in our Bibles, a Believer will 
not want a Rock to build his Faith in and 
upon. To refer he, e to him that is 
true, beſides the groſs Fault in Conſtructi- 
on, infers a ſcandalons Battology in Ex- 
preſſion. Me are, ſays the Apoſtle, in him 
that is true, or in the true God; this true; 
or true God, is the true God. What Senſe 
is contained in, or purpoſe ſerved, by the 
Words ſo abominably perverted, and ex- 

7 plain d? 
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E plain'd ? No, this Man, this Jeſus, is the 
true God, truly God as well as Man. 

F. 4. I have the longer inſiſted upon the 
Proot of this Propoſition, There are two 
diſtint# Natures in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 

not only to refute the Madneſs of ſuch as 
| hold him to be a meer Man, or of Eutyches 
k who confounded his Natures ; but alſo to 
ſerve another more valuable Deſign, and 
that is, that hereby we may be able upon 
ſolid Foundations to anſwer all that is ob- 
jected by Arians againſt the Supreme Divi- 
nity of Chriſt from thoſe Scriptures which 
repreſent him Inferiour to the Father. How 
vainly do we find em inſulting from John 
14. 28. My Father is greater than J. Who 
ever diſputed the Truth of what Elihu ad- 
vances, Job 33.12, God is greater than Man? 
T go to the Father, ſays Chriſt in the words 
immediately foregoing. Who goes to the 
Father? It cannot be ſpoken of his Divine 
Nature, for that was never abſent from the 

Father, but one with him, eternally his De- 

light. It is, I go to the Father who am 

abſent from him, inferiour to him, the 

Human Nature, with regard whereunto my 

Father is greater than I. Tell the Adver- 

{aries that every Paſſage in the Word of God 
* which ſpeaks an Inferiority in Chriſt to the 
Father, is to be underſtood only in refe- 
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rence to his Human Nature, as Mediator, 
and Man ! Tis a very unjuſt and confuſed 
way of reaſoning, to argue indiſtinctly from 
what is ſaid of the Human, againſt the Su- 
premacy of the Divine Nature of Chriſt. 


CHAP. K 
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Some Scripture Evidences of the Eternal 3 
Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt. I 


ECT. 1. That there are two different 
Natures united in the Perſon of our 

Saviour, is demonſtrably evident by what 
has been already alledg'd from the Holy 
Scriptures - And that the Superiour Nature 
in Chrilt is truly Divine, may alſo with eaſe 
be collected from thence; but I muſt not 
paſs ſo high and important a Subject with= 7 4 
out laying before you ſtill clearer, and yet 
more cogent Demonſtrations of the Eternal i 
Power and Godhead of our Lord jJeſus 
Chriſt. It is not in my preſent purpoſe to 
exhauſt the Scriptures, and purſue the Ar- 
gument in its utmoſt length: Many antient 
and later Authors you may have recourſe 
to, who are minded to ſee in one view Aa 
Collection of all the Scriptures that bottom 
our Faith in this great Article: I ſhall con- 
. D 4 tent 
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1 nal God: Or that God is to be known by 
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tent my ſelf to offer a few unconteſtable 
Arguments, ſufficient to confirm your Faith, 
and to ſhew that the better Nature in Chriſt 
is a divine, uncreated Nature; that he is 
equal with the Father in Power and Glory; 
and if the Scripture is credible, that he is, 
with the Father and Spirit, the one only 


Living and True God. Now ſuppoſing any 


Man ſhou'd be ſo far beſide himſelf as to 
deny the Godhead of the Father, and aſ- 
ſert him Inferiour to the Son and Spirit, let 


all the Arguments that can be drawn out of 


Scripture be produced to prove that the 
Father is God, it would not be Preſumpti- 


on to undertake by the ſelf-ſame Argu- 


ments to prove the Godhead of the Son. 
Yea, let the wiſeſt Philoſopher diſtinguiſh 
the Eternal God from a Creature; let him 
lay down all the peculiar Marks and di- 
ſtinguiſhing Properties of God that can be 
ſuggeſted, and I will adventure to ſay, that 
all thoſe Marks and Properties are attribu- 
ted in Scripture to Jeſus Chriſt. Whatever 
Proots can be urged to prove that God is 


God, the ſame are to be found in the 


Scriptures as Proofs and Evidences that 
Jeſus Chriſt is God. To joyn iſſue a little 
upon this matter ; I argue as follows, 

§. 2. The Light of Nature will teach us, 
that the Creator of all Things is the eter- 
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this peculiar and undeceiving Mark, he 1s 
the Creator of all. He, from whom every 
Creature in the whole Univerſity of Beings 
took its beginning, himſelf never had any. 
Ask theGentilePhiloſophersby : 
whom the World was Created, See Plat. = 
they'll anſwer unanimouſly, By — 2 
the Power of God. No Man yz. Deor. 
ever made a Queſtion of that 
Propoſition, Heb. 3. 4. He that built, or 
created, all things is God. I believe in God 
the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven 
and Earth: No doubt the Almighty God, 
becauſe the Maker of all Things. Now 
Scripture ſays of Jeſus, that he is the Ma- 
ker of Heaven and Earth, the Creator of 
all things; therefore Scripture ſays of Jeſus 
Chriſt that he is the Almighty God. That 
all Things were made by Jeſus Chriſt, a fer 
Texts ſhall ſuffice to evince. Col. 1. 16. By * 
him were all things created, which are in Hea- 
ven, and which are in Earth, both viſible and 
invifible, whether they be Thrones or Domini- 
ons, Principalities or Powers ; all things were 
created by him, and for him. Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Maker of inviſible as well as of viſible: 
things ; of all the Angels in Heaven, as 
well as of this aſpectable World, and all 
the inferiour Creation. All things were 
made, not only by him, but e «vr, for 
him ; a Word of great Weight. The end 
e D 5 of 
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| of God in making the World, was his own 
Glory : Prov. 16. 4. The Lord has made al 
things for himſelf, tor the illuſtration of his 
infinite Glory, Heaven and Earth declare 
the Glory of God. Rom. 11.36. All things 
are eis evtov, for him, or to him. Now if he 
by whom, and for whoſe Glory the Worlds 
were made, is the Living God, then is je- 
ſus Chriſt, who made the Worlds for him- 
ſelf, for the manifeſtation of his own Glo- 
ry, that Living and ever bleſſed God. John 
1.3. All things were made by him, and withont 
* him was not any thing made that was made. It 
4 all made things were made by Jeſus Chriſt, 
tis ridiculouſly abſurd to ſay that he is a 
made thing; for that is to make him the 
> Maker of himſelf. Did David imagine 
that he was addrefling himſelf to a Crea- 
ture, or was it ever diſputed that he ſpeaks 
to the Supreme God? Pſal. 102. 24, 25. 0 
my God, thy Years are throughout all Generati- 
ons; of old haſt thou laid the Foundation of the 
Earth, and the Heavens are the orks of thy 
Hands ; and yet this ſupreme creating God 
is the Eternal Son, if the Holy Ghoſt may 
be allow'd a good Interpreter of Scripture. 
Heb. 1. 8, 10. To the Son he ſays, — Thou Lord 
in the beginning hatt laid the Foundations of 
the Earth, and the Heavens are the work of thy 
hands. Now if the Creation of all things 
be granted a Demonſtration of the Father's 
Þ Godhead, why not alſo of the Son's ? _ 
5 | | on 
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n is Reaſon whereſoc ver it is found. It 
not reaſoning, but wrangling, to hold 
lat for demonſtration in one Caſe, which 
aſt paſs for nothing in another. If you 
nquire, Did the Father make the World, 
nd the Son too ? I anſwer, Yes; and the 
oly Ghoſt alſo ; and yet the World had 
ar one Maker, becauſe theſe three are one - 
od. All the Bleſſed Perſons in the Trini- 
V arc joyntly concern'd, and equally effec- 
re, in the Acts and Operations ad extra, 
s Divines ſpeak. 5 
. 3. That he who exiſted, or had a Be- 
Ing from Eternity, is the Living and True 
od, admits of no Niſpute among Divines 
Ind Philoſophers. Thales be- 3 

Ing asked what is God; an- 5 2 
wer'd, * What never had a I. 14. 
beginning. God is a neceſſa- 
J Being; and what is neceſſarily muſt 
eeds be eternally, The Eternity of God 
Ws a Print of Nature upon the Minds of 
Nen; as is delicately ſpoken des: 
I the Roman Oratour, Que Cic. de Nat. 
: tobis natura informationem ipſo= Deor. L. 1. 
aum deorum dedit, eadem inſculp- 8 
in mentibus ut hos aternos & heatos habere= - 
uns The ſame Nature that gives us our 
Knowledge of God has engraven it on our 
Minds, that he is Bleſſed, and Eternal. Tis 


| impoſſible for the Mind of Man to conveire. | 
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you to ſome that are Sun-beams for bright-| 


Where ſhall we find a clear convincing 
Text? The ſtrongeſt Expreſſion of God's 


or ever thou hadſt formed the Earth, aud tht 


of any thing Eternal but God. A lit 
Reaſon will ſhew us, that an Eternal Cre. 
ture is a flat Contradiction. If therefor 
it is revealed in Scripture of Chriſt that he 
is Eternal, we are bound to believe his ſu- 


preme Divinity; and this I think is ver 


evidently done : What elſe can be the 
Meaning of thoſe Words of Chriſt, Rev. i, 
8. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning aui 
the ending, which was, and ts, and is to com 
the Almighty. Chriſtus hic loquitur (ſays Be 
2a) ut Deus Eternus: Chriſt ſpeaks here a 
the Eternal God, in his Majeſty. Nor can 
any good Senſe be made out of this Text 
without it For how is he Alpha, the fir}; 
if there was one before him; or Omega, 
the laſt, if there 1s one that incloſes and 
comprehends him? But not to ſtay upon 
Text that has any Obſcurity, I ſhall tum 


nels. How ſhou'd we go about to prov 
from Scripture the Eternity of God! 


Eternity in all the Bible, is that in Pal. 
90. 2. Before the Mountains were brought forth, 


World, even from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
thou art God. From everlaſt- 

* PMI laſting * ; now this very Word, 
8 and almoſt the whole gs 
| ON, 


ſame Words. 
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ſion, is uſed concerning Chriſt, Prov. 8. 23. 


1 was ſet up from everlaſting *, 
&c. If then the Being that 
is from Everlaſting is the E- 
ternal God, as is moſt certainly true; and 
if the Scripture teſtifies of Chriſt that he is 
from everlaſting, then the Scripture tells 
us that Jeſus Chriſt is the Eternal God. 
'Tis a ſaucy Injury put upon the facred 
Words of God, and a moſt unfair way of 
Reaſoning from Scripture, to give what 
different Conſtructions we pleaſe to the 
He is a bold Prevaricator, 
and diſtorts the Scriptures, who ſhall dare 
to ſay, that from Everlaſting, when ſpoken | 
of the Father, ſignifies from all Eternity ; 


Ny 


but the ſame Word, when ſpoken of the 


Son, ſhall ſignify only a great while ago. 
Can a Text be mention'd in all the Bible, 
where any Creature is ſaid to be from ever- 
laſting? Now when it is only ſpoken of 
God, and we find it alſo of the Son, the 


Reaſon is ſtrong, that the Son is, in the ac 


count of him that indited the Scriptures, 

moſt truly God. Again, it is ſaid confeſ- 
ſedly of Chriſt, Mic. 5. 2. His goings forth 
have been of old, from everlaſting. Here there 
is a little Variation of the Word, but ma- 
nifeſtly in infavour of the OY 4 
Cauſe I contend for. It is, 2 9 
from. the Days of Eternit). 4 


And 
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And cou'd a ſtronger Expreſſion be invented 


or us d to convey his eternal Exiſtence to 
our Thoughts? Some think it imports the 
eternal Generation of the Son; as Pſal. 2. 
7. Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee ; which God ſpake to his Son from E- 
ternity ; he cou'd ſay to him this day, from 
everlaſting. Men do not adhere to Scrip- 
ture, but {train and wreſt the words of 
Scripture, that wou'd make from Everlaſt- 
ing, and from the days of Eternity, to car- 


ry in em no more than a limited Time 
'when apply'd to the Son,tho' acknowledg'd 


every where elſe to be incapable of any 
other Meaning than from all Eternity. 
They force upon the plaineſt Words of God 
a preconceived Senſe and Meaning of their 
own, and wou'd impoſe upon us their idle 
Fancies inſtead of the Determinations of 
IF they are reſolved to ſhut their 
Eyes, and act under the warping Conſtraint 
it ? 
The faultineſs is not in Scripture, but in 
their own Prepoſſeſſions; ariſes not from 
ambiguity in the Oracles of God, but from 
the perverſeneſs of their own Minds, and 


the voluntary Darkneſs of their Under- 


ſtandings. 
$. 4. That Immutability is God's Proper- 
ty and Prerogative, the force of Reaſon will 
| conyince 


6 : . 


- 


£ 
+ 
? 
p ** 
. 


enn ty 
0 © * * 4 * 


"we * * » 2 > 4 G . > y 


of True Believers. 0 
convince us with a very little exerciſe of it: 
For what exiſts unchangeably exiſts of ne- 
ceſſity, and conſequently is from Eternity. 
An unchangeable Being which had a be- 
ginning, is palpable Nonſenſe: For who 
does not ſee a Change in the Creature from 
nothing into being, and preſently appre- 
hend a Capacity of daily Changes; at leaſt, 
at the Creator's Pleaſure ? God ſpeaks in 
his Royalty when he ſays, I am the ſame, J 
change not. We know him to be the Living 
God, becauſe he is (Fam. 1. 17.) Without 
variableneſs, or ſhadow of turning. Every 
Creature is capable of Changes; but not ſo 
the eternal Creator ; Relative are not real 
Alterations. Now if this be alſo affirmed 
in Scripture of Jeſus Chriſt ; if there he is 
# repreſented as unchangeably the ſame, then 
the Scripture proclaims him the Living 
God, who alone is immutable. And this 
glorious Attribute is as clearly given in 


Scripture to the Son as it is to the Father. al 
Heb. 13. 8. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, and 
to day, and for ever, This Text, if it hgaad 


been ſpoken generally of God, or particu- 
© larly of the Father, wou'd have paſs'd uni- 
verſally for a noble and beautiful Deſcripti- 
on of his Immutability ; and to unbyaſs d 
Minds it will have the ſame Force, and car« 


ry the ſame Idea of the Son. He is the | 
lame Yeſterday, that is, (ſays a great Man 
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from Eternity; and he is the ſame for ever, 
that is, to Eternity. And Junius thus re- 
marks upon the place. Hence it appears 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the true eternal God, 
becauſe the ſameneſs of Eſſence is juſtly col- 
lected from the ſameneſs of Attributes. See 
a yet fuller Scripture ; Pſalm 102. 26, 27. 
They ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure ; yea, all 
of them ſhall wax old like a Garment, as a 
Vesture ſhalt thou change em, and they ſhall be 
changed; but thou art the ſame, and thy Tears 
ſhall have no end. Thou art ſubje& to no 
Alterations, obnoxious to no Spaces of 
Time; but ſtedfaſtly from all Eternity con- 
tinueſt the ſame unchangeable God, and for 
evermore, as the words are well Paraphras d 
in the Dutch Annotations. It is evident, 
that the Perſon ſpoken to in this Text, is no 


other than the unchangeable God; nor did 


the Jews ever dream of a Creature being 
the Object of this Invocation; nor can they 
pertain to any but the Supreme God, Now 
| theſe very Words are ſpoken to the eternal 
Son; Heb. 1. 8, 11, 12. Tothe Son he ſays— 
They jhall periſh, but thou remaineſt; and they 
all hall wax old as a Garment, and as a Veſture 
ſhalt thou fold em up, and they ſhall he changed; 
but thou art the ſame, and thy Tears fail not. 
Thence it follows that the Scripture Ac- 
count of the Son is, that he is the unchange- 
able and ſupreme God. 


1 ö. 5. That 
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F. 5. That Immenſity and Omniſcience 
- peculiarly belongs to God, is unqueſtiona- 
ble: I joyn theſe Attributes of God toge- 
ther, becauſe they are reciprocally included 
in each other. If God be immenſe, that 
it to ſay, eſſentially, every where preſent, 
this neceſſarily infers his Omniſcience, or 
Knowledge of all things that are every 
where in being, or action. And if God be 
Omniſcient, and know the molt minute 
and ſecret Things in the whole Sphere of 
Nature, thence it is plain, he is immedi- 
ately preſent in every place, and fills the 
World with his unmeaſurable 
Eſſepce. Jovis omnia plena, Virg. Eccl, 3. 
All things are full of God, ſaid 
the Poet of old. And the Moraliſt nobly 
ſpeaks to this purpoſe; Prope Deus eſt, tecum 
et, intus eſt. Ita dico, Lucili, ſacer intra nos 
/Piritus ſedet bonorum malorum que noſtrorum ob= 
WW /ervator, & cuſtos l. God 1s | 
W nigh thee, God is with thee, Sen. ad Lucil. 
God 1s within thee : the Sa- | 
cred Spirit fits within us, my Lucilius, the 
obſerver and regiſter of all our Good and _ 
Evil, * God knows all things, * One) hm 
ſays the Heathen Poet. Hence i fon. 
he alſo ſays, f For God is al- Ham. 1liad.g. 
ways preſent with us. Theſe meg Jap 
two, tho' uſually reckon'd di- 2 
ſtinct among the incommuni- 5 e } 
. * * 4 
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cable Properties of God, have ſuch a ſtrong 
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Connexion, and mutual Dependance, that 


T have thought fit to put em together in 


the Argument. Now the Scripture aſſures us 
that Jeſus Chriſt is Omniſcient. Tis not an 
inconſiderable Evidence what we find, Jer, 
17. 9. Hho can know the Heart? the anſwer 
follows, 7 the Lord ſearch the Heart, and tr 
the Reins. The ſame Language we find in 
the Mouth of Chriſt ; Rev. 2. 23. I am he 
which ſearches the Hearts and Reins, Add to 
this the Evangeliſt's Teſtimony, John 2. 24, 
25. Jeſus knew all men, and needed not that 


any ſhou'd teſtify of man ; for he knew what 
was in man. Nor may we omit the Confeſ- 


ſion of Peter, who upon Chriſt's inquiry af. 
ter his Love, replies, 


John 21. 17. Lord, 
thou knoweſt all things, thou kuoweſt that I love 
thee." Strengthen we all with the confident 
Aſſertion of the Apoſtles, John 16. 30. We 
are ſure that thou knoweſt all things, Now as 
the Omniſcience of Chriſt preſuppoſes, at 


leaſt implies his Omnipreſence, ſo want we 


not Authorities to aſſert that Property of 
God to Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. 1. 23. He fills al 
in all; or, as it is with a ſmall variation, 
Eph. 4. 10. He fills all things. A Text 
wreſted with great Violence by the Ubiqui- 
t rians, to colour their monſtrous Conceit cf 
Chriſt's bodily Preſence in all places. Now 
if Scripture teach us that Jeſus Chriſt is 
1 Immenſe, 
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Immenſe, or every where preſent, Omni- 
ſcient, or acquainted with all things ; then 
he Scripture teaches us, that Jeſus Chriſt 
is the great Omnipreſent all-knowing God; 
and if ſo believing we are miſled in our 


Faith, Scripture miſleads us. 
. 6. That the Living God is the ſole 
Object of divine Adoration, and Worſhip, 


lis a ſure and undiſputed Truth. For to 
give divine Worſhip to a Creature, is to 
Hntrench upon God's Prerogative, and give 
the Creature what is manifeſtly due to God 
Jalone. The Adorers of Saints and Angels 
Jare ſo ſenſible of this, that they endeavour 
Ito diſtinguiſh away the Divineneſs of r 
Worſhip they pay em, acknow- IS 
ledging “ divine Worſhip due * ad]pdle 
only to God. Matth. 4. 10. 

Lou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and im 
Lon. Therefore if Scripture command us 
Ito worſhip Jeſus Chriſt, Scripture by ſuch» 


Command aſſures us that Jeſus Chriſtis the 


Lord our God. John, when he ſaw a glo- 


rious Angel, ſays, Rev. 19. 10. I fell at his 
Feet to worſhip him; and he ſaid unto me, See 
thou do it not, I am thy fellow-ſervant, worſhip 
God. Divine Worſhip to a Creature cannot 
be excus'd from Idolatry ; for | 
what 1s Idolatry but * the * dr 
worſhip of an Idol, or any Napa. 


Creature in God's ſtead ? Now — 
if 


as Acceſs, Faith, Truſt, Invocation, Praiſe, 
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if Jeſus Chriſt is a Creature, when we yield 
to him divine Worſhip, and Homage, we 
are guilty of groſs Idolatry, and he inter. 
cepts the Glory of God: For our Praiſes and 
Adorations are made to ſtop in a Creature, 
which ought to terminate only in the bleſſed 
God. Therefore, if Scripture requires or 
warrants the worſhipping of Chriſt, the 
Author of Scripture both knew him to be, 
and. wou'd have us believe him to be, the 
living and true God. And that ſuch Wor- 
ſhip is authoriz'd in Scripture, no Man, that 
can read, will deny: This is plain from 
the ſeveral Parts of divine Worſhip we are 
dire&ed in Scripture to pay to Chriſt ; ſuch 


Obedience, Reſignation, Dedication, and 
the like, which I will not now ſtay to ex- 
emplity. It is obvious to every open Eye, 
that we are commanded to worſhip him; 
and not only we, but greater Being, iſ 
the nobleſt part of God's Creation. Every 
Knee muſt bow to Chriſt, of things in Hea- 
ven, as well as things on Earth. Heb. 1. 6. 
Let all the Angels of God worſhip him, This is 
a Quotation from Pſal. 97. 7. Wor hip him all 
ye Gods: So the Angels are called from their 
Glory and Excellence. This great Lord who 
is exalted far above all Gods, whoſe Throne 
1s eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, and Judg- 
ment, who melts the Hills at his e 
an 
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and burns up his Enemies with Fire before 
im, who enlightens the World with his 
Lightnings, is cover'd with Clouds and 
Darkneſs, and is the Lord of all the Earth, 
as God is Majeſtically decipher'd in that 
xcellent Pſalm ; this great Lord is our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Angels of God 
uſt all worſhip him. The Scope of the 
ontext is, to prove the Preemiennce of 
*hriſt above the Angels; and after other 
Arguments, he urges this undeniable one, 
hey all are commanded to worſhip him : 
And whom ſhou'd thoſe bleſſed Spirits wor- 
ip ? A Fellow-Creature ? Ridiculous ! 
one but that eternal God who gave 'em 
heir Beings, and ſtands alone entitled to 
heir Adorations and Service, If to all 
his it be objected, Should God com- 
and us to worſhip a Creature, an Angel, 
is Command is ſufficient Warrant, and we 
Ire bound to obey. The Reply is ready; 
That God cannot command ſuch a thing, 
ecauſe in it ſelf an Evil. The Obje&ion 
san inſignificant Sophiſm, becauſe of the 
Wrident inconſiſtence or inequity in the Sup- 
dofition. It ſuppoſes what is not to be 
upposd ; and that is a Command from 
od to commit Idolatry ; a Command to 
practice what he has poſitively and expreſ- 
forbidden; a Command to worſhip a 
reature after he has declar'd, Thou ſhalt 
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worſhip God alone. You might as well ſay, 
It God ſhould lye, we are bound to beljey: 
him; if God command us to hate him{e| 
we are bound to hate him. Who does ng 
ſee the childiſh Folly of ſuch -Reaſoning 
All the Commands of God conſiſt with his 
infinite Holineſs, and are founded in ex. 
acteſt Equity. God cannot be tempted 
with Evil, or tempt us to Evil, or com— 
mand us any thing repugnant to eternal 
Truth and Juſtice. Now to ſum up the E 
vidence ; If the Almighty Maker of Hes. 
ven and Earth, who is from Everlaſting to if 
_ Everlaſting, Uncreated and Eternal, All. 
knowing and Omnipreſent, Unchangcable, 
and ador'd by all Angels and Saints, be the 
Supreme God, then is our Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, who is all this in the Scripture Ac- 
count of him, as I have endeavour'd to 
manifeſt ; then, I ſay, our Lord Jeſus Chril 
is, according to the Scriptures, the Supreme 
God, and Believers are bound to-worſhip 
him, with the Father and Spirit, as the ont 
only Living and True God. 
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CHAP. X. 


Evidences of ChriſPs eternal Godhead from 
the Execution of his Mediatorial Offices. 
And firſt of his Prophetical Office. 


ECT. 1. Having laid before you a few 
g Demonſtrations from Scripture. of the 
eternal Power and Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt, 
now 1 ſhall farther offer ſome very materi- 
al "Conſiderations, ariſing from the ſeveral - 
Offices of Chriſt, which, as our Redeem- 
cr, he executes on behalf of the Church > 
And hereby you will be enabled to per- 
ccive, that if we drop the Article Jam con- 
tending for, we do not only confound the 
Scriptures, and croſs the Revelation of 
God, but ſhall alſo be obliged to frame a 
new Scheme of Religion, and alter the 
Form of all our Chriſtian Doctrines; fince 
the Godhead of Chriſt is the great Founda- 
tion-Truth upon which the execution of 
all his Offices as Mediator depends. And 3 
my Deſign in the following Conſiderations 
is, not meerly ro ſtrengthen your Faith in 
the ſupreme Divinity of our Lord, but alſo 
would recommend em to your ſerious 
Thoughts, as Manifeſtations of the vaſt 
Importance of that awful Article of our © 
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Chriſtian Faith. Nor are you here to expe& 
a particular and copious Explication of all 
Chriſt's Offices, in their various and wide'y 
ſpreading Branches, (this you are Witnei— 
ſes, and God alſo, it has been a great part of 
eee in the Courſe of my publick 


iniſtrations among you) I ſhall only elect 


and conſider a few things ſubſervient to my 
preſent Intention, which is to convince the 
Believer, that if Jeſus Chriſt is not the true 
eternal God, then he is not, he cannot be 
a Saviour to him, as the Goſpel repreſents, 
and as he believes him to be. Jeſus Chriſt 
is a Prophet, a Prieſt, and a King, to the 
Church of God. Of each Office in or- 
dern 
FS. 2. No created Being, of whatſoever 
Excellency, is, or can be qualified to exe- 
cute the Office of a Prophet to the Church 
of God, in the ſame way and manner in 
which that Office is executedby our Lord je- 
ſas Chriſt. To count him a Prophet no farther 
than as he came forth from Heaven arm'd 
with Inſtructions, and cloath'd with a Com- 
miſſion from God to publiſh an everlaſting 
Goſpel, and open to Men the appointed 
Method of Salvation, greatly debaſe, and 
dlerogate from the commonly received, and 
Scripture Account of his Prophetical Office ; 
and confine his execution of it to the Days 
of his Fleſh ; whereas he ever was from _=_ 
r 
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geſt Foundation of the World, ſtill cohti- - 
nues, and will be to the end of Time, a 
Prophet of infinite uſe, advantage and com- 
fort to the Saints. It was the Spirit of 
hriſt that inhabited, acted, and influen- 
ed all the Prophets of old, by whom God 
ſpake to the Fathers in the early Ages of 
he Church: 1 Pet. 1. 11. Searching what, or 
what manner of time, the Spirit of Chriſt, which 
was in em did ſignify, when it teſtified before- 
band the Sufferings of Chriſt, and the Glory 
that (hould follow, It was by the Preachings 
of Chriſt to the miſerable Spirits of Men 
impriſon'd in Sin and Corruption before 
the Flood, that they were. releaſed out of 
Slavery, and reclaimed from Diſobedience 
and Darkneſs to the Knowledge and Ser- 
ice of God. 1I Pet. 4. 19, 20. Chriſt went : 
nd preached to the Spirits in Priſon, which 
ometime were diſobedient, when once the long- 
Fering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the Ark was preparing, All the Patri- 
archs, Prophets and Saints among the Fews 
ad a participation in Chriſt, eat of that 
eavenly Manna, and drank of thoſe living 
ountains which Jeſus is to all Believers." 
Cor. 10. 3, 4. All our Fathers eat the ſame” 
piritual Meat, and drank the ſame ſpiritual 
Drink; for they drank of that Spiritual Rock 
hat followed them, and that Rock was Chriſt, © - 
ind every true Chriſtian in the Goſpel- day 
Can E partakes 
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partakes in the vital Influences of the ſame 
inlightning, enriching Spirit of Chriſt; 
1 Cor. 12. 13. By one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one Body, whether de be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free, and have all been 
made to drink into one Spirit. Add hereto 
Rom. 8. 9. If any Man have not the Spirit o 
Cbriſt, he is none of his. All the Saints, from 
the firſt Creation to the final Diſſolution of 
the World, are trained up under the Teach- 
ings of this wonderful Counſellor, and great 
Apoſtle of our Profeſſion. All the Sons of 
God that have been, or ever ſhall be, 
brought to Glory, get thither by InſtruGi- 
on from Chriſt, are guided by his Coun- 
ſels, imbu'd with his Grace, and con- 
ducted to Heaven by his influencing Spi- 
It, | 
$. 2. Now if Jeſus Chriſt were not the 
living and true God, it wou'd be abſolutely 
impoſſible for him to accompliſh this glori- 


he is a Creature, he is confin'd and limited; 
he is not infinite, and every where at hand. 
How ſhould a Creature, who has Bounds 
to his Being and Knowledge, be able to 
illuminate all theEle& of God, to conduct 
and convey a ſaving Light to all the Saints 
n all their ſeveral Circumſtances, and in all 


ous part of his Redeeming Office. For if 


the dliſtant Ages and Places of the World ? 
A it be true what the Goſpel ſays, 90 
5 8 Jol 
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7% 1. 9. He is the great Light that lightens 
every Man that comes into the World, then it 


the Parts of the World, and perfectly ac- 
quainted with the Hearts and Spirits of all 
the Perſons that come into the World; elſe, 
how ſhou'd he ſhed his Inflaences, and ſuit 
his Operations to their particular, diſtin&. 
Neceſſities. Our Redeemer does not enli- 
ven one, but all Saints; he is not a Teach- 
er to ſome few, but to the whole World of 
God's ele&. Our pittance is only a drop 
from Chriſt's fulneſs ; our Knowledge and 
ſpiritual Underſtanding, is but a Ray im- 
parted tous from the Son of Righteouſneſs. 
All the Treaſures of Wiſdom are ftor'd and 
hid in Chriſt ; he is the Center and Leun, 
tain of Light : He is (to uſe -- 
Plato's word) * a ſelt- ſubſiſting * crepe 
Light, who has Light perpe- 
tually in himſelf, by nature indwelling, not 
borrow'd from another by Communication. 
He is the great Source from whence all 
Light is derived to others; nor is there a- 
ny Light i in the Saints but what is given by 
gracious Beam let into their Souls from 
his glorious Sun. We all continue in Dark» 
neſs and Death, till. Jeſus give us Light and 
Life. Eph. 5. 14. Awake thou: that ſlecpeſt, 
and ariſe from the Dead, and Chriſt ſhall gius 
hee Light, John 5. 25. The Dead fall hear 
E 2 the 
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neceſſarily follows, that he is preſent in al! 
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the Voice of the Son of God, and they that hew 
all live. Chriſt is a Fountain of infinite 
and everlaſting Fulneſs, to which all Fleſh 
repair for aid and repleniſhings : He 
invites and calls upon all that thirſt to come 
unto him, and drink ; all that are weary 
and laden to come unto him for reſt, All 
the ends of the Earth are commanded to 
look unto him for Salvation. The Eyes of 
all wait upon Chriſt : Believers run their 
Chriſtian Race, ſtill looking unto Jeſus the 
Author and Finiſher of their Faith, and 
getting all Supplies from him. Now to the 
Execution of this tranſcendent Office, Om- 
niſcience and Omnipreſence are neceſſary, 
If he is not every where, our ſuits may be in 
vain; nor can he give Grace and Light to all 
Saints; and if he is not Omniſcient, he 
might be impos'd on by Hypocrites; nor 
can he know how to portion out his Mer- 
cies and Bleſſings, ſo as to ſuit exactly the 
Caſes of all the neceſſitous that are reliev'd 
by his Bounty, He muſt be diſtin&ly and 
fully appriz'd of the various Wants of all 
the Elect, privy to the State and Circum- 
ſtances of their Souls, and always at hand 
to adminiſter Relief as the exigency re- 
quires; which he cou'd not do, and be, if 
he were not the Omnipreſent All-knowing 


God, 
= 8. 3. I 
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6. 3. It is the gracious Preſence of Chriſt 
in all the Ordinances of the Goſpel, that 
renders em beneficial and comfortable to- 
the Saints. Sermons will yield us no In- 
ſtruction, or Edifying ; Prayers will fetch 
us no Comfort, or Grace; Sacraments will 
ſeal us no Bleſſings, convey us no Strength- 
nings, afford us no Communications, if the 
Lord Jeſus be not preſent amongſt us, to 
manage the Ordinances, to ſeaſon and. ſan- 
ctify all to the good of our Souls, and 
growth of our Graces. Then only is Duty 
fruitful, and the Fruit of it ſweet to the 
taſt of Believers, when they ſit down un- 
der the refreſhing Shadow of Chriſt: Then 
they have Joy and Delight in his Banquet- 
ting Houſe, when he ſpreads over em the 
Banner of his Love. If the Word be a Light 
or a Lamp to the Feet of the Saints, it is 
made ſo by Communications from Chr iſt. 
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, 
but neither is he that planteth any thing. 
nor he that waters, without the Preſence of 
Chriſt. Miniſters and Ordinances are no- 
thing but Inſtruments in the hands of Chriſt 
to accompliſh. his Purpoſes ; and have no- 
Efficiency but what is given from Chriſt. 
Not a Nail can be faſtned by the Maſters: ;, 
of Aſſemblies, but what is given from the 
one great Shepherd of the Sheep. Chriſt is: 
the Author of all Increaſes : He dwells and 
35 prelides 
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eres in all the Congregations of the 
aithful; he governs their Aſſemblies; and 
it is by his Bleſſing that their aſſembling to- 
gether is done for the better, and contri- 
butes at all to their Comfort and Grace 
His Vineyard is ever before him, and he 
waters it every Moment: When we joyn 
together in the Worſhip of God, Chriſt is 
among us; when our Hearts are open, az 
a Gueſt he enters in, and ſups with ys; 


when we pray, Chriſt hears us; when we 


hear, Chriſt is ſpeaking to us; when we 
receive, Chriſt is fitting at the Table with 
us. Tis a ſweet and excellent Scripture, 
a living Breaſt of Conſolation to the Saints, 


and the Ground of all I have now been de 
livering, you find in Marth. 18. 20. Wher: 


tuo or three are gathered together in my Nam, 


there am I in the midſ of them, The Human 
Nature of Chriſt is receiv'd in the Heavens 


till the Reſtitution of all things; thereforc 
he is in the midſt of his People in his other 
Nature ; which even hence appears to be 
truly Divine: For, conſider a little with 


your ſelves, how many Thouſands of Con- 


gregations and Families are gather'd toge- 
ther this Day, and this Hour, all over the 
World, in the Name of Chriſt, Be they 
never ſo numerous, and never ſo remote 
from one another, Chriſt is in the midſt ot 
em all. A ſufficient Argument this, No 
IG | y 
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had no other, to juſtify our Invocation of 
Chriſt: For being in the midſt of us, he is 
near enough to hear us; and being univer- 
ſally preſent in the midſt of all, we conclude 
he is great enough to help us. He breaths 
the Breath of Life into every living Soul; 
he comforts, guides and builds us up in our 
moſt Holy Faith; his Eyes, which are as 
a flaming Fire, deſcry the Condition of 
every Soul before him ; he over-rules the 
Word, and blefles it to the Edification of 
every individual Believer, and miniſters by 
it Light and Grace, Life and Love, ſeve- 
rally as he ſees it convenient. Now he that 
is preſent with all his People throughout 
the World, in the midſt of his Saints where- 

ſoever they are, muſt in Reaſon be allow-W- d 
to be in all other Places, or to fill all things; 
which were he a Creature, wou'd be 4 ² 
plain Impoſſibility; for ſuppoſe him a Crcea- 
ture of the utmoſt Glory and Excellence, 
Created Bcings all have Limitations an 
Bounds to their Being; they cannot be ina 
every place at once, but are ſome where 
(as Logicians ſpeak ) definitive, ſo as nor. 
to be ellewhere. The moſt glorious Ange 
in Heaven is ſomewhere ; he cannot he 
many, much leſs in all, diſtant ae 1 
the ſame inſtant of time. He then ti 
every where, and always immediately pre- 

E 4 5 . 


Service ſerved only unto the Example and 


more than typifying Emblems and Figures 
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ſent in the midſt of all his People, in al wy 
the Ages, and in all the Quarters of the « 


World, 1s no other, can be no other, thn 


the Omnipreſent, Incomprehenſible, Al. eb 
comprehending God. 
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CHAP, XI. we i 


Evidences of ChriſPs Eternal Godhead ry. 
from the Execution of his Prieſt|y of 


O rice. | 


| | pre 
— 1. Jeſus Chriſt, as he is the great "7 
Apoſtle, ſo he is alſo the High Prieſt of Th 


our Profeſſion. The Prieſts of the Levitical 


Shadow of heavenly things, and were no 


of our great High Prieſt to come. And all 
the Sacrifices of the Law were, in them- 
ſelves, without Vertue, and utterly una- 
voailable to the Pardon of Sin. Heb. 10. 4. 

Tt is not poſſible that the Blood of Bulls, and of 
Goats, ſhould take away Sins. God had no 
delight in Burnt-Offering, nor deſired he 
Sacrifice : He cared not to eat the Fleſh of 
Bulls, or to drink the Blood of Goats ; thoſe 
were only Types and Repreſentations of 
our glorious Goſpel-Sacrifice, who —_ 
the 
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the eternal Spirit offer'd himſelf without: 
ſpot to God, and thereby became the Au- 
thor of eternal Redemption to Believers.. 
The Jewiſh Oeconomy was an Inſtitution 
of beggarly Elements, a meer Pedagogy to- 
Icad by the Hand, and point the Faithful. 
unto Jeſus Chriſt. Gal. 3. 24. The Law was 
our School-maſter to bring us unto Chriſt, that 
we might be juſtified by Faith, Chriſt was the- 
end of the Law for Righteouſneſs to eve 
ry one that believ'd. Under the Cloud 
of external Rites and Ceremonies, the In- 
fant Church was trained up, directed to, and 
prepared for Chriſt, The Fathers dy'd in 
the Faith of Chriſt: They all ſaw afar oft,. 
believ'd and embrac'd the Goſpel Promiſe: 
They all depended upon Chriſt's atoning 
Sacrifice, and were ſav'd by Faith in a fore- 
ſeen Meſſiah. There is not a Soul of Adam's. 
fallen Race now in. Glory with God, but- 
went in the conſecrated way of the Veil of. 
Chriſt's Fleſh, and got thither thro' the ex 
tenſive and all- ſufficient Efficacy of the- 
Blood of the everlaſting Covenant: And 
the Paſſion of Chriſt is coextent in its Ver- 
tue with all the Ages of Time; it reaches. 


backwards to the fatal Fall, from whencce 


he is called, the Lamb ſlain from the Foun- 
dation of the World; and forward to the 
dreadful Conflagration at the Laſt Day, 
when Time fhall be loſt, and ſwallow'd up- 
24 in. 
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in Eternity. 1 Cor. 15. 22. As in Adam all 
dye, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive, All 
that are reinſtated in the forfeited Favour 
of God, and deliver'd into his Kingdom ; 
all that are alive to God, and live with 

God in Grace below, in Glory above, are 
indebted for all their Acquiſitions and Pri- 
viledges to the Blood of ſprinkling, with- 
out ſhedding whereof there is no Remiſſ- 
on. No Man ever went, or can go unto 
the Father, but by Jeſus Chriſt. Now in 
the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt we are diſtinct 
to conſider his Satisfaction for the Sins of 
Believers ; his Reconciling or Recommen- 
dation of the Saints to God ; and his In- 
terceſſion for them at the Right Hand o 

the Throne of the Majeſty in the Heavens. 
And none of theſe cou'd he effectually exe- 
cute, if he were no more than a Creature: 

He ſhould not be able to ſatisfy, recom- 
mend, or intercede, as he has done, and 
continues ſtill to do, if he were not the 

Living God, the Fellow and Equal of the 
Father: As J truſt will manifeſtly appear in 
the Sequel. 

F. 2. The Satisfaction of Chriſt by his 
Sufferings for the Sins of Bclievers, is 
- grounded upon his eternal Godhead, and 
Eqrality with the Father; and carries a clear 
Demonſtration that he is not a Creature, 
but that he is God by Nature, and _ 

. rom 


* 


rom Eternity. The Doctrine of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction is the principal and diſtinguiſh- 
ng Article of our Chriſtian Faith; the ve- 
Foundation and Pillar of all our Hopes; 
and the quickning Spring of our Comfort 
and Confidence in approaching to God. 
Vaat enlivens their Addreſſes, and encou- 
ages the Saints to go boldly to the Throne 
pf Grace, but this, Heb. 10. 19. We have 
olaneſs to enter into the hulieſt by the Blood of 
Mew? Eph. 3.12. In him we have buldneſs, 
pad acceſs with confidence, thro' the Faith of 
in, The Throne of Glory is become a 
Throne of Grace, by the Influence of 
hriſt's atoning Oblation ; the Mercy: ſeat, 
o inquiſitively beheld, and ſo aſtoniſhing- 
ador'd, by wondering Angels, is altoge- 
her built and eſtabliſhed upon Chriſt's Sa- 
isfaction. All pardoning Mercy, and ſpi- 
tual Comfort, flows from this adorable - 
ountain of Life and Peace. This admi- 


believing, and enables em to lift up 
heir Heads, as without ſpot, ſo without 
ar, to God. Why the condemning Sen- 
ence of the Law ſhou'd not paſs, and be 
xecuted upon us, we have nothing elſe to - 
lledge, and ſhew forth; no other Plea but 
e Lord's Death. Rob the Spouſe of Chriſt ' 
this important Article, you rob her of 
ll her Jewels, you cloud her Comforts in 
- 8 everlaſt-' 


* * 
* 
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iſters to the Saints all their Joy and Peace 
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everlaſting Night of Confuſion and Sor. 
rows; you ſpoil the Faithful of all their 
Supports, and take out the Marrow and 
Fatneſs, the very Life and Quinteſſence of 
the Chriſtian Religion. The Enemies of 
Chriſt's eternal Divinity do indeed diſpute 
and deny his Satisfaction for Sin; caſiy 
apprehending the utter inconſiſtence be- 
tween his being a Creature, and his atoning 

| the offended Majeſty of God, 

* Sententia Smalcins, in the Name of his 
fallax,erronea, Brethren, calls it, * A deceit: 
_ £5955 wp ful, erroneous, and moſt de- 
' 5h Ric. De ſtructive Opinion: But Scrip- 
Morte Chriſt, ture is very expreſs in aſſerting 
| what the Denyers of the Lotd 
that bought them are very bold in gainſay- 
ing. And tho' my Intention is to argue 
from the receiv'd Faith in the Satisfaction 
of Chriſt, yet becauſe it is a Point of prd 
digious Importance, before I proceed I hal 
ſuggeſt a few Hints to eſtabliſh your Faith 
in that noble Article. 

§. 3. Conſider how impoſſible it is, that 
the Juſtice of God ſhou'd be aggriev'd, and 
impaird , and ſuffer under everlaſting 
Wrongs and Injuries ; as it muſt of neceſl- 
ty, if the Sinner eſcape with Impunity, and 
his Sins be remitted without a full. Com- 
penſation. God is as glorious in his Hol- 
neſs as he is in his Grace. Juſtice and - 

F | line 
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lineſs encompaſs the lofty Throne of God ; 
nor will he admit a blemith, and taint in that 


awful Attribute; or ſuffer the Glory of it 


to be in the leaſt ecclips'd and diminiſh'd ; 


— . 


therefore the Sufferings of Chriſt, as a Pro- | 


pitiation for Sin, are ſaid to intend a De- 


claration of Juſtice : Rom. 3. 25. Whom God 
hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation through Faith 
in his Blood, to declare his Righteouſueſs. The 
Paſſion of Chriſt, becauſe ſatisfactory, ex- 


emplifies the infinite Juſtice of God to all 
the intelligent World. Angels and Men 


may ſee and adore the Perfection of his Ju- 
ſtice, in that he will not pardon Sin with- 


out a compleat Satisfaction. 


God out of 


Chriſt, is a conſuming Fire, a dreadful, } 
unapproachable, Sin-avenging God: His 
unappeaſed Juſtice wou'd ſcorch and burn 
the guilty Sinner in the everlaſting Wines 4 


preſs of his Indignation. But now in Chriſt, 
ver. 26. he is a juſt God, and yet the juſti- 


fier of a ſinner that believes in Jeſus. The 


Curſe of the broken Covenant is fullß 
executed, and Riches of Grace are open d 
and exercis'd : The Sinner, by Faith in 
Chriſt, obtains a Pardon in the way of Ju- 
ſtice, and ſees the amiable meeting of Mer- 
cy and Truth; the bleſſed Exoſculation of 
Righteouſneſs and Peace; Juſtice and Grace 


in an equal Conſpiracy to abſolve and ſave 


5 


Ko 
= 


him. Juſtice it ſelf is a ſure Friend to the 
| Saints; 


/ 
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Saints; pleads now, not againſt em, but ti 

for em, and is unalterably engaged in their ba 
Intereſt. The utmoſt Demands of infinite- 10 

ly incenſed Juſtice, are anſwered in the Suf- b 
ferings of the Son of God. So that he is a 2 

- juſt God even in the Diſpenſation of Grace 2 
to Belie vers: Their glorious Head has ſuſ- al 
tain'd the deſerved Puniſhment of their R 
Sins ; whereupon it is ſaid, 1 John 1. 9. of 

God is faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſins : 7 
Faithful to his Promiſe, and juſt to his Son. h 
In the Pardon of Sin, God is not to be f 
conſider'd meerly as a Creditor, who may 7 
cancel a Debt, and diſcharge the Debtor 5 

at his Pleaſure; as Socinus vainly contends: hs 
But ve are alſo to conſider him as a Retour ©, 
and righteous Lawgiver, who is concern'd | 
= to maintain his Authority, and vindicate 4 
= the Honour of his Government; and Sins bs 
are to be conſider d, not only as Debts, but 5 
= as Offences and Treſpaſſes againſt his holy * 
La, which he will always magnify, and ch 
make for ever honourable : This is the con- th 
ſtant Doctrine of the Reformed ; and is ad- G 
_———_ mirably prov'd more at large th 
ee. Deſenſ. by Groting and Stillingfleet, who in 

_ £4. cab. excel among many others 

4.17. . 2 
F. $:i/lingf, that have handled this Argu- . 
fad. ment. I ſhall content my ſelf Si 
=” with offering to your conſide- G, 


nation ſome Scriptures that manifeſt the Sa- 
oil tisfaction 
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tisfaction of Chriſt ; not ſtaying to open 


and enlarge upon em, leſt I be diverted too 
long from the Purpoſe in view. Chriſt 
himſelf at the Inſtitution of the Euchariſt 
ſays, Mat. 26. 27. This is my Blood which is 
ſhed for many for the Remiſſion of Sins. Agree- 
ably the Apoſtle, Eph. 1. 7. In whom we have 
Redemption through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs 

of Sins. And in the forerunning Prophecy, 
Iſa. 53. 7. The Lord has laid upon him the Ini- 
quities of us all. Which is more particular- 
ly and ſtrongly expreis'd by Saint Peter, 
1. Pet. 2. 24. Who his own ſelf bare our Sins in 
his own Body upon the Tree, that we being dead 
to Sin might live unto Righteouſneſs, by whoſe 
Stripes ye were healed ; alluding to the Pro- 
phet's Expreſſion, 1ſa. 53. 5. He was wound- 
ed for our Tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for 


our Tniquities ; the Chaſtiſement of our Peace 


was upon him, and with his Stripes we are heal- 
ed. And he is ſaid to be made Sin, becauſe 
the Sacrifice for it; and becauſe he bare 
the Guilt or Puniſhment of it: 2 Cor. 5. 21 


God made him to be Sin for us, who knew no fin, 4 


that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of Go 
in him. Eph. 5. 2. He gave himſelf for m an 
Offering, and a Sacrifice io God. So alſo Hb. 
10. 12. Jhen he had offered one Sacrifice for | 
Sin, he for ever ſat down at the Right Hand of 
God. Again, ver. 14. By one Offering 2 =. 
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for ever perfetted them that are ſuncti fed. 
Thus alſo he is called iaaows, a Propitiati- 
on; Mres, a Ranſom ; Words which con- 
note a Price, or Diſſolution of the Bond; 
a Purchaſe, or reconciling Payment. So it 
is often ſaid in Scripture, that he gave him- 
ſelf for us, and for our Sins ; in which pla- 


ces de and n, are not to be conſtrued. 


Metaphorically, as Socinus idly quibbles ; 
but truly and properly for the Puniſhment 
of our Sins, and meritorious Cauſe of our 
„ Pardon; as the great Voſſiut 
Reſp. ad ud. has abundantly demonſtrated, 
Ravenſ. c. 17. See farther, 1 Pet. 1. 19. Ie are 

| redeemed with the precious Blood 
of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without ſpot and blemiſb. 
And we are told, 1 Cor. 6. 19. That wear? 
not our own, but are bought with a Price; 
whence our Redeemer is called, 2 Pet. 2. 1, 
The Lord that bought us. Having given you 
theſe few Sprinklings to confirm your belief 
of the Doctrine, which even from thence 
vou may {ce is a Scriptural Doctrine, I 
pow reaſſume my Thread, and go on with 
the main Deſiga, which is from that Doc- 
trine, granting he has made Satisfaction to 
God for Sin, to eſtabliſh the Doctrine of 
his eternal Godhead, and Equality with the 
Father. And I doubt not to evince, that 
either there is no Truth in the Scripture 


aud common Account of Chriſt's Satisfacti- 


On, 
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on, ot that he is the Supreme God ; that 
is to ſay, that if he is a Creature inferior to 
the Father, to talk of a Satisfaction to his 
offended Juſtice, is very abſurd, without 
Reaſon, and ridiculouss And there are 
three Particulars in Chriſt's Satisfaction to 
be weigh'd, and examin'd, in purſuance of 
the Point beforeus. The Puniſhment ; The 
Payment ; The Purchaſe. 

4. The Puniſhment ſuſtain'd by our 
Bleſſed Redeemer comes firſt under conſide- 
ration, as being the Root upon which the 
Payment of our Debts, and the Purchaſe 
of our Bleſſings, do grow. A Puniſhment, 
aſſerted by ſome to be infinite in Extent, 
tho' not in Duration, and therefore an ex 
act Equivalent to infinite Juſtice, which is 
infinitely offended by Sin. I ſhall not diſcuſs 
the Aſſertion; but only preſent before you 
a ſhort Scripture Account of the Sufferings 
of Chriſt, whereby you will ſoon apprehend 


em inexpreſſibly great, unparalled, and paſt 4 
compare. And this I the rather attempt 


becauſe there are not wanting in the World: - 
who, aiming at the overthrow of Foundas 

tions, ſtrangely extenuate the Sorrows of 
Chriſt, undervalue and vilify the penal Part 
of his Mediation to ſuch a degree, that nei- 
ther need he be more than a Man to gothro 
his Sufferings, nor can they in any Reaſon 
be imagin'd a proportionate Return to the 
demands 


— 
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demands of Juſtice for Sin. To ſay no- thi 
thing of the Scandal and Shame, the Scour- ſtr 
ges and Wounds, the Tortures and Pains, fin 
endur'd in his Body, confine we our ſio 


Thoughts to the greater and more dreadful 33 
Part of his Paſſion in the Hands of God, 
when roaſted by the Fire of his Wrath; 


and ſee how infinite and enflamed Juſtice - 

dealt with our Propitiation when requiring be 

our Sins at his Hands. Rem. 8. 32. God fy 

ſpared not his own Son: No, tho his Son, 4 

tho' his Soul's delight, and his well-beloved he 
Son, he did not ſpare him. God ſays of m 
his adopted Sons, Mal. 3. 17. They ſhall be ft; 
% gf mine, and I will ſpare them as a Man ſpares hi R 
- own Son that ſerves him. In his ſevereſt Deal- 45 

ings with the Saints, there 1s ſtill an ad- C 
mixture of Mercy and Grace; he ſpares to it 

treat em in Rigour and utmoſt Extremity : th 

But when he came to deal with Chriſt, he A; 

did not ſpare him, tho' he was his own 9 

Son; he ſhew'd him no Favour. If he ro 

wou'd repreſent the Ele&, and ſuffer a Sub- f 

ſtitute in their ſtead, God wou'd not miti- oh 

gate the Fines, moderate the Sentence, not 'r 

make him any Abatements at all. He ſhall h 
bear the whole Weight and Preſſure of their v 
=— Sins His Father did not ſpare him a whit, ( 
but made him drink. of the very Dregs of 1 
=} the Cup of his Fury, and pour'd out all 7 
the Vials of his Indignation upon him. And : 
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the fore- apprehenſion of his Sufferings * 
ſtruck ſuch a Terror into his Soul, that we 
find him in the utmoſt Conſternation, occa- 
ſion'd by the terrible Proſpect: Mark 14. 
33. He began to be ſore amazed : ina], 
to be in ſurprize, and aſtoniſhment ; over- 
whelm'd with dread, and terror; as 2 
thunder- ſtruck Man abaſh'd in Confuſion, 
born down, and overcome, with the terri- 
fying Views of his impending Diſtreſſes: 
And, continues the Evangeliſt, to be very 
heavy ; a,, a Word that ſignifies the 
moſt exceſſive, racking Griefs, ſuch as di- 
ſtract the Mind, and put it in a perfect 
Ruffle, «dre, is gloſſed by | 
qr 0 be in an Agony, Heſycb. 
Conflict, or Combate: Or jj 8 
it derive from «and ., to depart from 
the People into Solitudes. Company is al- 
flictive and burdenſome ; Owls and Dra- 
gons are the moſt agreeable Companions ; 
waſt Places, and Wilderneſſes, the moſt de- 
ſir d Habitations. Ver. 34. My Soul is ex- 
ceeding ſorrowful even unto Death; exceeding - 
ſorrowful, melir, all over Sorrow; 
hemm'd in, and ſurrounded on all Sides, 
with Sorrows. Strong Tides of prevailing 
Griefs beat againſt, and invaded his Soul. 


Luke tells us, Chap. 22. 44. He was i a 


Agony; whereby are ſignified the terrible 
Throws and Convulſions of Soul he Inn 
| e 
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ed under at the time he was ſtruggling with 
the Powers of Hell, and Darkneſs ; and 
grappling with his angry Father's Wrath, 
exacting the Price, and inflicting upon him 
the Puniſhment of Sin. Azd, ſays the E- 
vangeliſt, his ſweat was as it were great drops 
of Blood falling down to the ground. Oxiuſu 
n , Drops of thick clotted, or con- 
gealed Blood; and thoſe net a few, but 
many, and plentiful, inſomuch that they 
came trickling, or rather ſtreaming, from 
him, through his Garments down to the 
Ground. What fearful Pangs and Horrors 
oppreſs'd his innocent Soul! What fcorch- 
ing Fires ot Wrath were enkindled, and 
rag d within him, that caſt his whole Man 
into an Agony, and melted him in a bloo- 
dy Sweat! Our Redeemer then was wreſt- 
ling with Almighty Wrath, drinking up the 
Brook in the Way, the terrible Torrent of 
Wrath and Curſe that lay an unpaſſable 
Gulph between offending Sinners and his 
Father's Favour : He travell'd in the great- 
neſs of his Strength, trode the Wine-prels 
alone, and of the People there was none to 
help him, except a poor officious Angel, 
who appeared to ſupport and ſtrengthen 
him; him, I ſay, who was the Lord of 
Glory, and Creator of Angels. Gal. 3. 13: 
He was made a Curſe for s.. The Curſe 0 
the 


1 - 
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the Covenant of Works lay heavy upon 
him; ſuch a Curſe, as had it been executed 


upon all the united Powers of Created Na- | 


ture, wou'd have cruſb'd and ſunk em into 


Hell. He deſcended into the Hell of the 


ferceneſs of his Father's Wrath; bare all 
the Condemnations of the broken Law, 
and ſtood the vindictive Strokes of ſelf-ſatis- 
fying and avenging Juſtice. Now it is 
impoſſible for us to account for the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt upon Suppoſition of his being 
a meer Creature; for then all he underwent 
was an Impoſition upon him, and nor his 
own free and deliberate Choice: And it 
cannot be clear'd, that God in Honour and 
Juſtice cou'd ſo have afflicted his beloved 
and innocent Son, upon any other Ground 
than his voluntary Engagements, and un- 
dertaking to bear, and become a Sacrifice 
for Sin. Had he been a meer Creature, he 
cou'd not have gone thro', and got over 
ſuch infinite Miſeries: But he who ſuffer'd 
was God-Man; and the Perſonal Union 
of the Divine and Human Nature both 
added a Value to his Sufferings, and ſup- 


ported him under em. Chriſt is Mediator 2 


according to both Natures ; both diſcharg d 
their proper Office in his Paſſion : The 
Human ſuffer'd, the Divine ſupported him 
under his Sufferings, and made em Meri- 
torious; the Human was tortur'd, and 
= travell'd ; 
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'-* travell'd ; the Divine gave a Vigour and 
Worthineſs to all he endur'd ; upheld, and 
made him equal to the Conflict, and carry'( 
him off a triumphant Conqueror. 

| F$.5. Conſider we next the Payment of 
our Debts to God, made in the Sufferings 
+ of our faithful High Prieſt. He was our 
Ranſom ; wrezr, which Beza well renders, 
pretium Redemptionis, the Price of our Re- 
- demption ; Neu, he diſcharg'd the Debt, 
or cancell'd the Bond, which God might 
have put in Suit at his Pleaſure againſt us. 
Col. 2. 14. Blotting out the Hand<writing which 
was againſt us, which was coutrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it unto his Crojs. 
Every fallen Creature is deeply in Debt to 
God, both by reaſon of Mercies received, 
and of Tranſgreſſions committed. We were 
God's Priſoners ; a black and bloody Ca- 
talogue of Crimes was drawn up againſt 
us ; we ſtood Impeach'd of High Treaſon 
againſt the God of Heaven ; had nothing 
to alledge in our own Defence, but ſtood 
condemn d at the Bar of God. Jeſus our 
' Mediator appears, and offers in Arreſt of 
Judgment to be a Surety for us : He enga- 
ges to anſwer all his Father's Demands, to 
give a ſufficient Ranſom, a Price or Payment 
in full· Proportion to our Debts and Deſerts. 
Now this had been a bootleſs Offer, an 
impoſſible and vain Engagement, if he were 
14 2 1 not 
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not the Fellow and Equal of God. For if. 
he is able ro pay à Price for other Offen 
ders, and diſcharge the Debt of others, he 

mult be able to give ſomewhat to God 
which he had not receiv'd, ſomewhat which 

he did not owe to God, nor cou'd in any 
reaſon be reckon'd his Due. For by giving 

to another what before was ſtrictly his Due, 

we don't bring him under a freſh Obligati- 

on, or deſerve ar his Hands : But if Chriſt 

were no more than a Creature, he had no- 

thing but what he recciv'd from the bounti- 

ful Hand of his Maker, and con'd not 
poſſibly tender him any thing which he did 

not owe to God, which was not antece- 
dently his due: In conſequence, the Obla- 


tion of Chriſt cou'd have no influence upon 


the Debts of another, to their removal, 
foraſmuch as he offer d no more than what 
he ow'd himſelf, and in ſtrictneſs of Juſtice 
was due from him as a Debt to God. No 
Creature is able to pay his ſingle Debt of 
Creation to God; and let him ſtrive to his 
utmoſt, and that to Eternity, his Returns 
will not riſe in a juſt Proportion to all his 
Receits. If any Object, Tnat Chriſt was 
an innocent Creature, and Sufferings can't 
be requir'd- from an Innocent Being as due 


to his Maker, and therefore if endur'd.are. 


truly deſerving; I rejoyn, Every Creature 


owes both all that he is, and all that he has, 
| | | to 
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to God; and therefore is bound by all poſ- 
| ſible Means to ſeek the Honour, do the 


Pleaſure, and advance the Glory of God, 


Right of Creation is abſolute, and ſoveraiy, 
God is entitled to all we are capable of for 
his Service and Glory. Now if a Creature 
is in a Capacity to pleaſure and glorify God 
by any Means whatſoever, whether by do- 
ing, or ſuffering, when it is ſo in his Pow- 
er; either it is, or it is not, his Duty ſo 
to ſuffer, and do. If it be ſaid it is not his 
Duty; then it plainly follows, that God's 
Right and Title to the Creature's Obedi- 
ence is not unlimited, abſolute, and uni— 
verſal ; that when the Creature knows his 
Creator's Will and Pleaſure, he is not al- 
ways oblig'd to perform it ; that in ſome 
Caſes tho', if we think fit, we are able 
to pleaſe and to glorify God, yet we are at 
our Liberty to retuſe without Sin, It is 
viſible to all, how impiouſly ſuch an Aſſer- 
tion exempts the Creature from his Duty, 
and excuſes his Allegiance, infringes upon 
God's Prerogative, and afloils his Supre- 
macy. But if it be granted, that when the 
Creature is able, it is always his Duty to 
glorify and pleaſe God, (and it il! fits the 
Mouths of Mortal Potſherds to contradict) 
then all Pretenſions to Merit, and Payment 
for others, at once fall flat to the Ground. 


For Duty entitles to no Reward, but - 
| | | e 
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the juſt Right and Claim of him to whom 
ir is performed. So then if Jeſus Chriſt was 
not the Equal of God, but his Creature, 
all he did and ſuffer d was ſtrictly his Duty, 
in Obedience to the Will of his great Crea- 
tor; and conſequently cou'd not diſſolve 
the Debts and Obligations of others, or 
be an equivalent Satisfaction to the De- 
mands of Juſtice upon others; ſince all he 
did, and ſuffer'd, was no more than his 
own Debt; no more than a bare Equiva- 
lent to the Demands of Juſtice upon himſelf. 
Vell done, good and faithful Servant, was 
the utmoſt he con'd hope for, having done 
no more than his indiſpenſable Duty, with- 
out any Proſpect or Poſſibility of extending 
the Vertue and Influence of it to the advan- - 
tage of others. And indeed, to admit a 
Meritorious Payment of what was not pre- 
viouſly due from a Creature to God, is the 
ready way, by an eaſy Succeſſion of 
Thoughts, to eſtabliſh the Papal Satisfacti- 
ons; and inſtead of Faith and Repentance, 


to ſet the World upon Penance and Pilgri- 
mages. 


$. 6. In the Satisfaction of Chriſt, the 
Purchaſe comes next under Conſideration. 
By his Death and Sacrifice, our Lord has 
not only made a Payment of Debts, but a 
l. {WPurchaſe of Bleſſings. It is not meer Deli- 
Ss Nverance, but glorious Benefits, we attain 


by 
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by his Sufferings. The Paſſion of Chrit 
was more than meerly Expiatory. God is 
not only aton'd for Sin, but become a pro- 
- pitious Friend and Father to the pardon'd 


of Priſon, and deliver'd from the Wrath to 
come, but alſo exalted into the Favour of 
God, and inherit the heavenly Kingdom by 
the Merits of Chriſt. He has waſh'd us 
from our Sins in his own Blood ; but that 
;ot all, he has made us moreover Kings, 

d Prieſts unto God, and our Father. He 

s not only taken away onr Rags, and 
tilrhy Garments, but he alſo has cloath'd 
us with Robes, and glorious Ornament, 
Whether or no the Mediator has purchaſc 
any thing for himſelf, is a Queſtion I wil 
not at preſent determine ; but that he has 
made a very glorious Purchaſe for others, 
I find very clear in the Scriptures. And 
there we read of a twofold Purchaſe ; Ot, 
and For the Church. Of the Church ; as 
Afs 20. 28. The Church of God, which he has 
purchaſed with his own Blood. Tit. 2. 13, 14. 

I ho gave himſelf for us that he might redeem 
us from all Iniquity, and purify to bimſelf a p- 
culiar People. He has made furthermore: 


_ Purchaſe for the Church, of all convenient 


_ Bleſſings, of every good thing that is re- 
auiſite to the Safety and Comfort of the 
_— Saints, in this and the future World. Eph 
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our Inheritance, until the Redemption of the 
purchaſed Poſſeſſion. Eis £m Tpwny mermth macs. 
Grotizs obſerves upon the Place, that π i 
rum, Redemption, beſides the deliverance 
of the Saints from the Dominion of Sin, 
ſignifies alſo in the Goſpel a deliverance 
from the Guilt and Stain of Sin, which is 
WW promiſed to them that believe in Chriſt ; 
and from the Death and Deſtructions which 

are the Deſert of Sin; and is the bleſſed 

Reſurrection of the Juſt, when they ſhall 

be aſſerted into perfect Happineſs, and a 

final freedom from all the Imperfe&ions and 

Infirmities of Body and Mind : And that 
thus the Word is here uſed : Hence the 
beine, the Acquiſition, or purchaſed Poſ- 
Lon, is that bleſſed Inheritance of the Saints 

in everlaſting Joys and Glories, which they 
| {War the laſt Day ſhall be confirmed in full 
Poſſeſſion of, as the Fruit and Purchaſe of 
 Wtheir Redeemer's Paſſion. Heb. 10. 14. By 
oe Offering he has for ever perfected them that 
re ſanctiſied: Tennelouw, he has made em 
compleat, and abſolute ; he has finiſhes, 
and brought em into a State of Perfection; 
hat is, he by his Sacrifice has purchaſed all 
hings needful for em; he has made their 
ondition or State ſo conſummate, that 
ow-there is nothing wanting to perfe& 
heir Holineſs, and compleat their Happis 
| | F 2 nels. 
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1. 14. The Spirit of Promiſe is the Earneſt of _ 
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neſs. Thus it is ſaid, Col. 2. 10. V are 
compleat in Chriſt; mTAnpeusvo, fill'd, or full; 
every Deficiency is made up in Chriſt; we 
are in all reſpects compleated. and perfected, 
in Graces here, and in Glories hereafter 
All the Bleſſings and Benefits of Believers 
which they, as ſuch, are partakers in, pol. 
ſeſſors of, both in Time, and Eternity, are 
the deſerved Fruits, and purchaſe of our 
Saviour's Blood and Sufferings. Now if 
Chriſt is no more than a Creature, what 
has been already offer'd concerning his Pay. 
ment of our Debts will ſtill more forcibly 
argue againſt his Purchaſe of inexpreffibie 
Bleſſings : If he cou'd not pay off an old 
Score, ſurely he cou:d not buy a new Eſtate 
A Purchaſe implics a conſideration in value 
equal to what is purchaſed. Title to Pol- 
ſeſſion, in a way of Commutation or Con- 
tract, is founded in the Value of what is 
given, in proportion to the. Value of what 
is receiv d: To Buy and get Property in 
any thing that was not our own before, w: 
muſt give ad valorem, (as Civilians ſpeak) 
to the full Value, the intrinſick Worth: 
But if Jeſus was the Workmanſhip of God, 
it was not poſſible for him to give any 
thing ad valorem, to the full Value of what 
he has purchaſed : Conſequently upon that 
Suppoſition there is not, in the way of E- 
quity and Juſtice, any Purchaſe at all: an 
OE | : 


CY 


ſpeaks on that Head, is Falſe, and with- 
out Foundation; meer chicane, and a 


Compliment put upon Chriſt : Far be it 


from us, to entertain a Thought ſo vile, 
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ſo all that Saints believe, and the Scripture _ 


and reflecting ſo high Diſhonour on the 


judge of all the Earth, a God of Truth, 
and without Deceir. To ſpeak of tranſcens 


dent Glories, and ſuperlative Excellencies, - 
in the Perſon of Chriſt, will lend no Aſſiſt- 


ance at all in the Caſe before us; for if we 
keep to the Suppoſal, that God made him 
out of Nothing, veſt him with all ſuppoſa- 
ble Excellencies, adorn and cloath him with 


all the Perfections and Glories a Creature is 


capable of, {tiiFall his Glories are borrow- 
ed, or communicated Glories, and all his 


Excellencies are created Excellencies; he is 
yet but a Creature, and no more than a 
Creature, except the Angels are not Crea- 


tures, becauſe they reſemble God, and the 


Saints ceaſe to be Creatures as ſoon as they 
are made partakers of the divine Nature. 


Whatſoever is created is a Creature; if this 


Diſtinction be diſallow'd, we are drove in- 
to endleſs Confuſions. How can we di- 


{tinguiſh a Creature from God, if this dif- 
ference be deſtroy'd ; that the one was 


Created, and began to be; the other Uncre- 


— 
2 =. 
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ated, and exiſts from Eternity? Seeing then 


a3 


every Creature is under all poſſible Obliga- 94M 
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tions, by all poſſible Methods, to glorify 
and pleaſe the Creator; and ſeeing all he 
can ſuffer and do to that end, 1s abſolutely 
and ſtrictly due, and no more than a Duty 
he owes to God, the purchaſe of glorious 
Mercies for others by doing his own Duty 
is a very irrational and abſurd Conceit. -[ 
doubt not but if God reveal it as his 
Will and Pleaſure to the holy Angels, that 
they ſhould undergo Afflictions and Miſe— 
ries in order to publiſh his Praiſes, proclaim 
his Glory, and illuſtrate his Attributes, 
thoſe ſpotleſs Spirits would cheartully ſub- 
mit, and acquieſce in the Will of their 
Maker, rejoycing to be, altho' by Suffer- 
ings, inſtrumental in giving him Glory, 
without the leaſt Thought of deſerving at 
his Hands. And if Jeſus is a Creature, 
tho vaſtly more Glorious than any, than all 
the Angels of God, his Duty is the ſame, 
and the higher his Endowments, the 
ſtronger are his Obligations; nor wou'd 
he have any Pretence to purchaſe and merit 
by coming into the World to do the Work 
he was made for, by agreeing to execute 
his Creator's Will, as he finds it written of 
him in the Volume of the Book; in a 
word, by anſwering the end of his Creat!- 


on. If therefore our Redeemer has in Ju- 


dice deſerved at the Hands of his Father, 


and has really purchaſed for his Church un- 
conceivable 
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conceivable Bleſſings and Glories, as we 
believe he has done, it follows moſt evi= A 
dently, that he has voluntarily done what 
he was notin Duty obliged to do ; and 
conſequent thereupon, that he is not a Crea- 
ture, but the Father's Equal, the very li- 
ring and true God. 

. 7. To beautify and recommend the 
Saints to God, is a farther Exerciſe of the 
Prieſtly Office of Chriſt. Meer Satisfacti- 
on for Sins, is not ſufficient to prepare, 
and bring Believers to Glory ; they mult 
be ornamental and amiable in the ſight of 
God, or he will not encompaſs em with- - 
his Favour and Grace, or admit m into 
his Kingdom. Bare Remiſſion, or removal 
of Sin, only reſcues the Criminal from Pri. 
ſons and Death. A Prince, having par- 
doned a Rebel, is not immediately oblig d 
thereupon to make him his Minion, and a 
Miniſter of State. There muſt be in the 
Saints a ſuperadded Excellence, and recom- 
mending Ornaments : By Abſolution from 
Sin and Guilt we ceaſe to be loathſome, 
but ſomething more is requir'd to render us 
lovely in the Eyes of our God. Believers 
are not only ſnatch'd out of Hell by the 
Grace of Chriſt, but entitled to Heaven 
nor barely deliver'd from the Wrath, burt 
taken into the very Heart and: Yolo: of” 2 
God. They are near and dear to Gods, as 
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the Apple of his Eye, the dearly beloved 
of his Soul, his Beulah, his Hephzibah, his 
Pleaſure, his Portion, his Jewels, his Joy; 
he rejoyces over em with Joy, he reſts in 
his Love upon 'em, he joys over 'em with 
Singing: they are precious in his fight, and 
honourable ; Glorious things are ſpoken gf 
thee, O City of God. If here we pauſe a lit- 
tle, and enquire whence have Believers this 
high Inveſtiture? By what Means become 
they lo excellent and glorious before a pure 
and holy God ? the Anſwer will ſend us to 
our great High Prieſt, as the Author and 
Fountain of all. The glorious Robe of his 
Righteouſneſs impured to the Faithful, re- 
commends 'em to God, and adorns 'em 
gloriouſly in his gracious Eye. The Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, made ours by imputa- 
tion, is the white and ſhining Linnen of the 
Saints, that gives em all their Glory. This 
is the Wedding Garment of the Saints, in 
which they are clad when Eſpouſed to the 
Lord of Hoſts. Gal. 3. 27. As many of us as 
have been baptized into Chriſt have put on Chriſt. 
All our Comelineſs is put upon us by putting 


; E on Chriſt. Ezek.16. 14. Thy Beauty was fer fett 


through my Comelineſs put upon thee, ſaith the 
Lord, Our own beſt Righteouſneſſes are but 
filthy Rags ; tatter'd Rags that cannot cover 


_ | 
aus, tainted Rags that cannot adorn us. But 


_ Chriſt has brought in an everlaſting Righte- 
oulnels, 
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ouſneſs, which Sin can neither tarniſh, nor 
ſpend. This is called, Rom. 10. 3. God's © 
iohteouſneſs. Philip. 3. 9. The Righteouſneſs * 
0 God by Faith : And Believers to whom it 
is imputed are ſaid, by Virtue of it, to be, 
2 Cor. 6. 21. The Righteouſneſs of God in 
Chriſt, Saints do not ſtand before the Lord 
in their own Rags, but in Chriſt's Robe. - 
Therefore there is no Condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe they are ſnelter d“ 
under Chriſt's healing Wings, and cloathed *. ! 
with Chriſt's everlaſting Righteouſneſs *:-* 
Their Sins are imputed to ' Chriſt, and 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is imputed to them 
Now it is eaſy to diſcover, that the-ſweer: . 
and comfortable Doctrine of Chriſt's impu-- 
ted Righteouſneſs ſtands or falls with the- 
Doctrine of his eternal Godhead, and E 
quality with the Father: If he is but a. 
Creature, the Imputation of his Righteouſ- 
neſs to the Saints is manifeſtly abſurd, andi! 
impoſſible. For this Righteouſneſs of the 
Mediator which is imputed to others, is 
either a Native, or an Acquir'd Righteouſ- 
neſs. If Native, or Concreated, then all 
his Righteouſneſs is no more than the Na- 
ture of the Creature requires; and by an xe 
Diminution of it he wou'd ceaſe to be the 
ſame Creature as God made him. All his 
Stock is but juſt ſufficient to preſerve him in 
his Primitive State; the leaſt alienation of- 
it wou'd alter and degrade him: And if 
17 others 
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others by Vertue of that Native Righteouſ- 


nefs, wherewith he was created, may be 
truly Juſt and Righteous in the Sight of 


God, I fee no Reaſon why every Angel in 


Heaven may not, with equal Juſtice, take 
one of his fallen Fellows into a participati- 
on of his unſullied Righteouſneſs, and by 
Imputation of it, render him truly Righte- 
ous in the Sight of God : And art this rate 
we have found out a ready, effectual way to 


recover and ſave the Devils. But if it be, 


as ſure it is, an Acquir'd Righteouſneſs, we 


are nonplusd as much to ſhew how the 


Acquiſt was effected. What has this Crea- 
ture done to procure and deſerve ſo great 
an Acceſſion to his Original Righteouſneſs? 
In no other way cou'd the Acquiſition be 
made, but in the Merit of undue Obedi- 
enge; Obedience which, antecedently to 
his on Conſent, was not his Duty, or due 
to God: And thus we return to our Vomit, 
to merit in the Creature already exploded; 


por he cannot obtain a Righteouſneſs for o- 


thers, or any new Rightcouſneſs at all, 
unleſs he has gone beyond the Bounds of his 
Duty, and laid his Creator under Obliga- 


= tions-in Juſtice to reward him there with. 


And if Works of Supererogation be allowed 
in one, why not in others; yea, in every 


capable Creature ? And then indeed it is 


ij E nothing wonderful, that the Church has ſo 


vaſt 
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imputed Righteouſneſs no longer labour 
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vaſt a Treaſure of Merit, and poſſeſſes a 
Stock of Indulgences eternally inexhauſti- 
ble. If therefore the Redeemer is no more 
than a Creature, he cannot aſſiſt us in the 
important Concern of our Juſtification : : 3 
We muſt withdraw our Dependance on his 


with St. Paul to be found in Chriſt, not 
having on our own Righteouſneſs, which 
is by the Works of the Law, but that which 
is by the Faith of the Son of God, even 
the Righteouſneſs of God by Faith : No, 
Chriſt can do us no good; if we cannot be 
juſtified without his Righteouſneſs, we muſt. 
periſh ; he cannot help us, he has none to 
impure, or communicate; he is but a Fel- 
low- creature; we may go as well to the 
Angels for Righteouſneſs as to Chriſt. Alas, 
what Straits are we now reduc'd to? We 
muſt look out as well as we can; ſhift every 
Man for himſelf, and patch up, if poſſible, 
with poor deluded Jeus, a Righteouſneſs 
of our own. Therefore the true Believerz 
who will not ſo eaſily part with his Chriits 
but is reſolved {till to reſt upon the Lord 
Jeſus, and to make mention of no other 
Righteouſneſs but his for Juſtification at 
God's Bar, and for Recommendation ro 
God's Favour, is bound, if he conſiſt with 
himſelf, to receive him as the Living Golly 1 
| by Aa 
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and believe him to be his Father's E. 


qual. 

. 8. Interceſſion at the Throne of Grace 
for Believers, is another moſt noble Part of 
the Prieſthood of Chriſt, He makes In- 
terceſſion for the Saints, who daily need an 
Interceflour by reaſon of daily Sins, and 
daily Neceſſities. This is a living Fountain 
of Joy and Comfort to Believers. An Ad- 
vocate with the Father invites and encoura- 
ges them to go boldly to the throne of God. 
This the Apoſtle urges as a ſure Evidence 
of his All-{ufficiency to ſave, Heb. 7. 25. H 
zs able to ſave all them to the uttermoſt that 
come uato God by him, ſeeing he ever lives 10 
make Interceſſion for em. Our Perſons, Suits, 


and all our Sacrifices, are commended to 


God by our glorious Advocate, who is en- 
ter'd, not by the Blood of Goats and 
Calves, but by his own Blood, not into 
the holy places which were only Figures of 
the true, but into Heaven it ſelf, there to 
appear in the Preſence of God for us. This 


_= - our Mediator is the bleſſed Angel of the 


Covenant; that ſtands continually at the 
Altar of God, with a Golden Cenſer in his 


Hand, fill'd with the Incenſe of his own 
Satisfaction, wherewith he offers up rhe 


Prayers of all Saints upon the golden Altar. 


It is by the prevalent Interceſſion of Chrilt 


= we obtain our Grace, and all our enjoy- 


ments 
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ments of Mercy from God. But now up- 
on ſuppoſal that Chriſt is no more than a 
Creature, it is very difficult to believe, and 
dangerous to depend on, his Interceſſion. 
Difficult to believe it, becauſe it ſhou'd 
ſcem a bold and deſperate Adventure in a 
finite Worm (and the moſt glorious Crea- 
ture is no more to God) to ſtand up, and 
plead for guilty Sinners before the infinite 
God : It looks as if he wou'd skreen, and 
take part with 'em in their Rebellion. 


Dangerous to confide in, becauſe we have 


no Ground of Aſſurance that a Fellow- 


creature is likely to prevail, having nothing 
to plead ; and becauſe of the Fear of God, 
leſt we offend his jealous Majeſty in truſting 
with too much confidence to a created Arm. 
And what Reaſon can be aſſigned why all 
the Sinleſs Creatures of God muſt be ex- 
cluded the Office of Interceſſors, but one? 


Why may not the holy Angels, who are al- 


ways about the Throne, put in a Word for 
the Saints, as well as Chriſt > If God will 


condeſcend to regard the Pleadings of one oY 
of his Creatures, why ſhould he be deaf to 


the Interceſſions of others? But farther, 


how is it poſſible for a Creature in Heaven 
to know, and be fully acquainted with, 


the various Wants of all the Saints upon 
Earth? If it be ſaid, In Speculo Deitatis, In 


the Looking-glaſs of the Godhead, the 
Sg Angels 


_ 
* * 
* 


n 


mon wich Chriſt ; and in that ſtrange, un- 
U accountable Method, may be as Omniſci- 
ent as he: Thus then to ſay nothing of 
lorify'd Saints, the Angels, at leaſt, bid 
fair for Mediators ; if not of Acquiſition, 
yet at leaſt of Interceſſion: And the plura. 
| lity of Interceſſors and Advocates becomes, 
not only poſſible, but alſo advantageous, 
and of great Emolument to the Church of 
7 I God. For ſurgly. if none but Creatures in- 
tercede, the the better; and by uni- 
ting their FMeeé in a Joint-Interceſſion for 
#7 Mercies, there ſprings a fuller hope to the 
dgneceſſitous Saints, and a greater Probability 
ol gaining the Brefſings requeſted. Dreams 
ns 24 Vanities! Alas, what are all the Crea- 
_ tures in Heaven and Earth to God! What 
are all the Saints, and all the Angels, and 
Chriſt himſelf, if he is but a Creature, com- 
pard with the infinite incomprehenſible 
God ! Put 'em all together, they are but a 
duſt of the Ballance, a drop of the Bucket, 
- before the Lord. Therefore, if Chriſt was 
__ created of God, he is but a part of that Duſt, 
and Drop, and cannot be ſuppos'd to ſtand 
up as an Advocate for the Guilty, before 
his glorious Maker : Much leſs in the way 
in which now his Interceſſions are carry'd 
on, not as in the Days of his Fleſh, by of- 
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Angels enjoy the fame Advantage in com- 
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Wunworthy, and obnoxious to his Wrath in 
Wthemſelves. . If then the Interceſſions of 
WChriſt are of any ſignificancy, if the Saints 
can have any Dependance upon em, or 7 
Conſolations from em, it is only becauſe ge 
has Worth and Merit to plead, which ſtands 
upon his eternal Godhead, and Equality 
vith the Father. 55 
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ſtrong Crying, and Tears; but by Repre- 
ſentations of his Will, and demanding Grace 
ſor his Members in Vertue of his Sacrifice. 
Father ] will, is ſtrange Language in a Crea- 
ture's Mouth to God, and inexpreffible- 
Arrogance. But now in believing that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is truly, God, as well as truly 
Man, and equal to him with whom he in- 
tercedes, with admirable conſiſtence the In- 
terceſſions of the Lamb are made effectual 
and prevailing by the Union of God, and: 
the Saints are imbolden d to draw near to 
the Holy of Holies, by a confident reſt and 
relyance on the powertul Mediation of their. 
Head and High Prieſt, who is worthy for 
whoſe ſake the molt High ſhou'd accept, 
and ſhew Mercy to them, who are molt #4 
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CHAP. XI. 


Evidences of Chriſts Eternal Divinity 
from the Execution of his Kingly 


Office. 


ECT. 1. None but the ever-bleſſed and 
I ſupreme God is, or can be a King to the 
Church, in the ſame way and manner in 
which Chriſt is a King, and executes that 
Office of Soverainty over the Worlds, and 
on behalf of his People. The Kingdom of 
Chriſt is Univerſal, and without controul : 
He is Head and Lord over all. Every crea- 
ted Being in Heaven, Earth, and Hell, is 
a native Subject of this eternal King. And 
if he had not an abſolute Power and Supre- 
macy over all, if his Dominion were not 
from Sea to Sea, and from the Rivers unto 
the Ends of the Earth; if there be any 
Space where he is not, or any Creature be- 
yond the Borders of his Rule, then he is 
not capacitated and duely qualified for the 
Adminiſtration, and Management of the 
Mediatorial Kingdom. His Adverſarics 
allow that he is King and Governour over 
all things; forc'd to ſuch Confeſſion by the 
plaineſt Scripture Teſtimonies ; but then 
they inconſiſtently contend againſt the 4 

an 
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and pick out the Marrow of thoſe witneſſing 
Scriptures, by aſſerting himſelf to be a 


Creature, and his Royal Dominion no more 


than a Creature may ſway, and adminiſter: 
For a limited Being muſt needs have Limits 
and Confines to his Kingdom : A finite 
Creature is finite in all Reſpe&s ; he has 
Bounds to his Nature, his Knowledge, his 
Power ; his Authority is neither Supreme 


nor Univerſal : So that by repreſenting the 


Redeemer a Creature, they do in reality 
{trip him of his Royalty, and cauſe his Go- 
vernment to dwindle away almoſt, if not 


altogether, into an empty Title or Name. 


But at preſent I ſhall only reaſon from the 


Kingly Office of Chriſt as Mediator, and _ | 


Head over all to the Church. For he is 


a King in peculiar manner on Sion's holy 


Hilb to Believers ; whence he hears in Rev. 
15. 3. The King of Saints. The abundance 


of our Joy and Triumph is owing to Chriſt's 
Execution of his Royal Office in, over, and 
for us : This is the River of Conſolation; #® 
whoſe full and flowing Streams make glad 

the City of God; from this we derive our. 


Proviſion and Plenty, our Peace and Secu- 
rity, our Strength and Ability, our Grace 
and our Glory. Chriſt as a King ſubdues 


Believers to himſelf by his Grace; overs | | 


rules all their Concerns in his Providence; 
protects em from Injuries under his Sha- 
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dow; and crowns em with everlaſting 
Conqueſts by his infinite Power. | 
$. 2. Chriſt, as a King, ſubdues Believers 
to himſelf by his Grace. Regeneration i; 
a Work peculiar to God. To convert and 
conquer Souls, is above the reach of a crea- 
ted Arm. Means and Inſtruments are all 
ineffectual without Increaſes from God. 
I Cor. 3. 8, Neither is he that planteth any 
thing, nor he that waters, but God that gives 
the increaſe, Converſion is a new Creation, 
Epb. 2. 10. Ie are his Workmanſhip, created it 
Chriſt Jeſus. To eſtabliſh Faith in a ſtub- 
born, unbelieving Heart, is not a cheap 
and eaſy Operation; but puts the Lord to 
vaſt Expence of his Power. Eph. 1. 19. 
What is the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power to 
ward who believe, according to the working 
of his mighiy Power. Even the Ele& of God 
are by Nature in Arms and Rebellion againſt 
the Redeemer ; he meets with more Reſilt- 
ance in forming anew a degenerate Soul, 
than he did in creating the World out of no- 
thing: Vaſt Oppoſition is made by head- 
 firong Luſts, innate Depravity, and reign- 
ing Corcuptions ; a dark and byaſs'd Under 
ſtand ing, an obſtinate and ſullen Will, turbu- 
lent and unbridled Paſſions, all in Conſpiracy 
againſt the Lord and his Anointed, Now 
the Power that vanquiſhes all, and brings 
the Man to Obedience, is Chriſt's Dy 
AA 40. 


Pſal. 110. 3. Thy People hall be willing in the © 
day of thy Power, There is as much Power 

as Love in changing a carnal Mind When 
Chriſt re-eſtabliſhes the Image of God in 


our Souls, which is miſerably defaced, and 


torn down by our firſt Apoſtacy, he acts 
in his Omnipotence, and manifeſts the imm 
mediate Finger of God. All Oppoſition 
falls before his Victorious Grace. He re- 
pairs the Ruins and Deſolations of Sin ; he 
ſcatters the Clouds that invelop the Under- 
ſtanding ; he conquers the Obſtinacy and 
Perverſeneſs of the Will ; he ſpiritualizes 
and calms the impure, unruly Affections; 
and bows the whole Man to his Royal 
Scepter and Soverainty : And this be ac- 
compliſhes by the Word of his Power; Let 


there be Light, ſays he, and ſtrait the Mind 


is inlightned : I will be thou clean, ſays hez 
and the Will is immediately cleanſed and 
rectified : Peace, be ſtill, ſays he, and the 
ſtormy boiſtrous Paſſions are forthwith be- 
calm d, and brought into compoſure. And 
Chriſt ſubdues to himſelf not one, but all 
Saints; he does not alter, and impreſs the 


heavenly Image upon one, but all regene=, 


rate Souls. His irreſiſtible Spirit and Grace 
effectually conquers, and calls to God all 
the predeſtinate Sons of his Love, in every 

Age and Place; which is a plain Print and 
Signature of his eternal Power and God- 


head. 
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head. For if he performs the Works which 
none but God can perform; if Scripture 
cloaths him with a Power whereby he is 
able to ſubdue all things to himſelf, and all 
the Perfections requir'd to ſubdue, ſanctifh, 
and ſave the whole World of Believers, 
which is the ind iſputable Property and Pre- 
rogative of God, then we cannot reaſona- 
bly cohceive him to be a finite Being, or 
other than that Almighty God who worketh 
all things after the counſel of his own Will. 
F 3. Chriſt, as a King, over-rules the 
Concerns of Belieyers in his- gracious Pro- 
vidence. Our Times are in the Redeemer's 
Hand; and all our Affairs are directed at 
his Diſpoſal, and entirely under his Conduct, 
He is the God that performeth all things 
for us. The whole Weight of the Govern- 
ment of the Church of God lyes upon his 
Shoulders: He orders and manages all the 
Concernments of every particular Saint, as 
well as of the Catholick Church. Nothing 


= befalls a Believer, but by his ſpecial Ap- 


pointment ; nothing can ſuccour him with- 
out his Bleſſing; nothing can hurt him with- 
out his Permiſſion. The Church Univerſal 
is abſolutely under his Providential Care 
and Management, He has a Fan in his 
Hand to winnow and purge it from the 
Chaff of Corruptions. All the Motions of 
the Goſpel Candle depend upon his Sove- 
rain 


WIN 


rain Pleaſure; he lights it up, and vouchh 
ſafes it to ſome, he removes and extinguiſu- 
es it in other parts of the World with an 
arbitrary Sway. The Rule of Chriſt ex- 
tends over all Occurrences of Time, and 
various Circumſtances of the Saints, which 
continually are in his Hand. He governs 
the inward and ſpiritual, the outward and 
temporal State of Believers. Our Souls are + 
order'd and influenced by his indwelling 
Spirit. Our Sanctification and Grace are 
carry'd on, and compleated by his guidance 
and communications. Eph. 3. 12. Chrift 
dwells in our Hearts by Faith. By holding the 
Head, all the Body, by Joints and Bands, 
having Nouriſhment miniſtred, increaſes 
with the increaſe of God. He ſits as a 
King on the Throne of our Hearts, to diſ- 
poſe, prepare, and ripen our Souls for the 
immortal Inheritance. He is the great Ma- 
ſter-Builder, under whoſe Inſpection, Care, 
and Influence, every Saint grows up unto 
an holy Temple inthe Lord, and is builded 
together an Habitation of God thro' the 
Spirit. Chriſt over-rules and commands 
the External Affairs of all his Saints; he 
provides for their comfort againſt their Ne- 
ceſſities ; he feeds 'em in his Paſtures, he 
cloaths 'em with his Garments, he ſeaſons 
and ſanctiſies all their Afflictions, and Mer- 
cies, and cauſes in all the Alterations, and 
: Provi- 


-_ 


1188 YJeſurChriſbthe God 


Providences of Life, a ſtrong and continy- d 
cd conſpiracy and co-operation to promote Ml fro! 
their real Intereſts. Now it was never a Pre 
Queſtion among the Wiſe Retainers to Na- hin 
tural Religion, whether Providence governs Ml fro 
the World, or whether he who governs the WM the 
World is the Supreme God. It is ridiculous Ro 
'- to ſay of a Creature, who is but a Part of ¶ cor 
the Worlds God has made, that he is the MW Sto 
| Governor over 'em all, and the Conductor De 
"A of all Things that are tranſacted therein. be. 
= Such a ſtrange and wild Imagination neceſ. fro: 
ſarily conſtitutes two over-ruling Providen- MW mu 
ces ; God's Providence, and a Creatures pe! 
Providence. It muſt therefore either be IM arc 
ſaid, that Chriſt does govern all Things in of 
his Providence, or that he does not. If he ver 
does not, there's an end of his imaginary MW ho! 
Kingdom; if he does, then he is the living MW wh 
and true God; becauſe, as there is but one wh 
God, ſo there is but one univerſalProvidence, W wa 
and that is the Providence of God. And ſure VOL 
I am, but little contentment or comfort can 
accrue to the Saints from believing they are 
not immediately in the Hands of God him- 
ſelf, but of a Creature ſubſtituted in his 
Room; that it ts not God that governs and 
guides em, but a Piece of his Clay : But 
= weare ſure the Counſels that guide us are 
= God's Counſels, the Providence that governs 
us is God's Providence. 5 DAE (Lo 
—_ 94 
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F. 4. Chriſt, as a King, defends Believers 
from Dangers and Injuries, He is the great 
protector and Guardian of the Church; by 
him they enjoy Defence and Vindication 
from the implacable Rage and Fury of all 
their Enemies. He is the Mighty God, the 
Rock of Ages, whereupon a Believer is 
confident, and ſtands ſecure from all the 
Storms and Tempeſts raisd by Men and 
Devils againſt him. Ia. 32. 2. 4 Man ſhall 
be as an hiding-place from the wind, as a covert 
from the tempeſt. Even under the Goſpel we 
muſt look for windy Days, ſtormy and tem- 
peſtuous Weather, and that ſo long as we 
are ſailing over the unſettled, turbulent Seas 
of this Life, till we put into the Port of e- 
verlaſting Reſt and Happineſs. We are 
hourly expos'd to a Lyon-like Adverſary, 
whoſe Malice is greater than his Power, 
who daily lies in wait for our halting; 
watches and gapes with open Jaws to de- 
vour us; he greatly deſires to have us, and 
fift us; and he wants not abetting Agents 
that help the Calamity forward : A hateful 
and a hating World will treat the Saints as 
the Filth of the World, and the Offscour= 
ing of all things, and ſtir up diſtreſſing 
Oppoſitions againſt em. The Godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus are not to paſs without Perſe- 
cution to the Kingdom of Heaven. Num 
berleſs Enemies beſet the Faithful on every 


fide ; 
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ſide ; in Malice, enflamed and implacable; 
in Diligence, reſtleſs and indefatigable; in 
Power beyond the Ability, and vaſtly Su— 
perior to all the Strength of Believers : As 
tender Lambs they live in the midſt of ra- 
venous Wolves, and are daily engaged in 
conflict with 'em. Eph, 6. 12. We wreſtle 
againſt Principalities and Powers, and ſpiritual 
Wickedneſſes, aud the Rulers of Darkneſs in 
high places, A Believer may go to his Re- 
deemer, and ſay as Jehoſaphat, O our God, 
we have no might againſt this great Company that 
comes againſt us, neither know we what to do, 
but our Eyes are up unto thee : We muſt fly to 
Chriſt for Protection, and ſay as the Diſci- 
ples of old, Lord ſave us we periſh, Rom. 15. 
9. In him ſhall the Gentiles truſt. Now if this 
our Saviour, in whom the Saints repoſe 
their Truſt, is not the living and true God, 
by truſting in him we cannot be excuſed 
from Folly and Sin. I ſay, If Chriſt is a 
Creature, to truſt in him 1s both ſinful and 
inſignificant. Sinful, becauſe it is contrary 
to the expreſs Command of God. I/. 26. 
5. Truſt ye in the Lord Jehovah alone. Surely 
then if the ſame Authority command us to 
truſt in Chriſt, he is the Lord Jehovah ; 
Jehovah our Righteoufneſs, and Jehovah 
our Strength. Again, it were very inſigni- 
ficant and fooliſh ; For who wou'd reſt on 4 
created Reed, when he may go and ſtand 
| upon 
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upon the uncreated Rock? No Creature 
can be to us ſo ſure a Refuge as the living 


12 


God. Who wou'd ſtay at a Ciſtern, that 
may as eaſily go to the Fountain? What 
dafety is there in a Creature Sanctuary, com- 
parable to our Security in the Hands of Al- 
mighty God ? Whoſoever then will venture 
his Soul, his All, in the Hands of Chrift, - 
a5 every true Believer will, muſt build his 
practice upon the Principle of his Soverain 
Power, and Godhead'; nor can it be ju- 
ſtifed or ſupported on any other Founda- 
tion. e eee een TIO 10 Rl 
g. 5. Chriſt; as a King, is to dignify his 
his Saints, and crown em with everlaſting / 
Conqueſts by his infinite Power. The Tri- 
umphs of a Chriſtian are begun upon Eartii 
by the imparted Power of Chriſt, which 
reſts upon him. 2 Cor. 2. 14. Thanks le ro- 
od which alway cauſes us to triumph in Chriſt, 
ompleated in Heaven, When all' his Ene- 
ies ſhall be proſtrate, and put ufider his” 
Feet. By communication with Chriſt We 
Pain a kind of Omnipotence. Philip. 4. 
3. Ican do all things thro Chriſt which ftreng- 
hens me. By the bleſſed Aid of his Al- 
ighty Saviour a Chriſtian deſtroys the 
orks of the Devil and Sin, and gets a glo- 
tons Conqueſt over all his Enemies. Rom. 
. 37. In all theſe things we are more than Con- 
erors thro” him which: loved us. We flo d- 
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fall a Sacrifice to the Fury of every Aggreſ- 
ſor, and take a foil in every Conflict, if leſt 
to our ſelves; if Chriſt did not ſtrengthen, 
and make us to triumph : For, John 15. f. 
Without me ye can do nothing. And 2 Cor. 12. 9. 
My Grace is ſufficient for thee ; for my ſtrength 
a. made perfect in weakneſs, Chriſt is the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith and 
Grace: The glorious. Head that animates 
and empowers the Members of his Body ; 
the God of Peace that treads Satan under 
the Feet of his aſſaulted Saints; the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, under whoſe glorious 
Banner difplay'd, the innumerable Multi- 
tude of the Sons of God are conducted in 
Triumph, as Conquerors, to eternal Glory. 
As the King of Saints has taken out tlic 
ſting, and been the Plagues of Death, and 
Deſtruction of the Grave; as he has de- 
ſtroyed him that had the Power of Death, 
led him captive, and keeps him bound in 

everlaſting Chains, ſo will he make the 

Saints Victorious over Sin and the Devil, 
over Death and the Grave, and miniſter to 
em an abundant, a triumphant Entrance 

into the heavenly Kingdom. Now certain- 

ly none beſides the Almighty,God is abl: 

to guard, as in a Garriſon, the many My- 

riads of Believers, to hide 'em all in the 

Hollow of his Hand, to deliver em from 

every evil Work, to crulh heir moſt poten 

| ver- 
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to lead em on, thro' Faith, to win and wear 


the Crown of everlaſting Salvation, The 


Lamb, in whoſe Strength they make War, 
in whoſe Blood they overcome, wou'd be 
utterly incapable of doing thefe ' glorious, 
Things, if he were not indeed the Lord 
God Almighty : For Omnipreſent he muſt 
be, or elſe he cou'd not be immediately at 
hand to protect, and make victorious; he 
muſt be Omniſcient, or he cou'd not be ſo 
intimately acquainted with all their Dan- 
gers, and diverſity of Exigencies, as to 
give in continually ſeaſonable and ſufficient 
Relief ; and he muſt be Omnipotent, or he 
cou'd not effectually baffle the Attempts of 
their Enemies, and poſſeſs the Saints, all 
the Saints, in all Ages and Places, of the 
incorruptible undefiled Crown reſerved in 
the Heavens for 'em. And if he, who is 


infinite in his Being, in his Wiſdom, in his 


Power, is not truly and eſſentially God in 
Contradiſtin&ion to the Creature, 'tis im- 
poſſible for us to have any diſtinguiſhing 
Conceptions of God, or of his Properties, 
or to ſhew any diſcriminating Characters 
whereby we ſhall be enabled to diſcern 
what is God, and what is not. Thus I have 
endeavoured to make it appear, that either 
we muſt wholly diſcard Revelation, and 

G 2 blot 


Adverſaries, and in ſpite ot all Oppoſition W. ; 
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blot out our Bibles ; we muſt alter the whole 
Form of ſound Words, and new Model 
the Faith which was once delivered to the 
Saints; we muſt make a new Goſpel, and 
a new Chriſt, or elſe we muſt go on to be- 
lieve the eternal Power and Godhead of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, that he is, with the E. 
ternal Father, and the Eternal Spirit, the 
one only Living and True God. Now 
unto him that is able to keep us from fal- 
ling, and to preſent us faultleſs before the 
| Preſence of his Glory with exceeding Joy, 
to this Jeſus, the only wiſe God our Saviour, 
be Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and Pow- 
er, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


USE 1. Of making our Reaſon the 
Meaſure and Standard of Revealed 
Myſteries. h 


ECT. 1. From the Doctrine of God 

_J incarnate in the Perſon of Chriſt, we 
may eaſily. infer the Danger of reſting on 
Reaſon in the deep myſterious Truths of 
Divine Revelation. Reaſon muſt be usd 
as a Hand-maid to Faith, not as an impe- 
rious Miſtreſs over all the Doctrines of God- 
lineſs. We are naturally tempted to a 
fondneſs for our Reaſon, and a high Con- 
ceit of our ſelves - Nothing wounds us 
more deeply, nor touches us more to the 
quick, than an imputation of weakneſs to 
our Underſtandings. Turpe eft neſcire ſateri, 
'Tis much beneath us to acknowledge our 
Ignorance. It was proudly.  _. 
ſaid by the Moraliſt, A Man * Tolerabilior | 
had better dye than not be a- par mas 8 
ble to know. And we have eins. 98 2 
ſeen the worſt of Dangers, and Lucil. 
Death it ſelf, preferr'd to Ig- | 
norance, by Men of the greateſt Renown 
in the Ages before. Pliny, the Famous 

| * © Naturaliſt, 5 
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. 


Deus immor- 

talis haberi 
Dum cupit 
Empedocles ar- 
dente m frigt- 
dw Alam 
Inſiluit. Hor. 
de Art. Poet. 


Jeſas Chriſt the God 


as the younger Pliny, his Ne- 


phew, writes, in his Epiſtle to 
Cornelius Tacitus, * adventur'd 
ſo far to obſerve the Cauſes 


of the frequent eruption of 


Flames from Veſſuvius, that it 
colt him his Lite. Empedoc les, 
a Sicilian Poet, and Philoſo— 
pher, caſt himſelf into the 
Mouth of the burning Moun- 
tain Ztna ; probably from the 
ſame deſire and thirſt of Know- 


ledge ; tho' the Poet ſings |} 


Ol an immortal God to get the Name, 
Headlong he hurl'd himſelf in tna“ 


Flame. 


But it is very unbeſeeming the Character 


Laert, Vit. | 
Enped. 


of Wiſdom and Learning he 
bears by the Writer of his Life, 
that he ſhou'd be guilty of ſuch 
abominable Folly, meerly in 


hopes, by his ſudden diſappearance, of be- 


ing deify'd b 


- Yd. Laert, 


in Vit. Ariſtot. 
T Fuſt, Mart, 


| 1 Paren, 


Diſputation he was not able to comprehend 


y his Survivors. Yea, the Prince 


of Philoſophers (tho' * ſome] 
know reclaim) is, thro' impa- 
tience of Ignorance, record- 
ed t to have flung himſelf into 
the Euripus, becauſe after long 


its 
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its Ebbings and Flows. Acute and pene- 
trating Minds are inſatiate in Deſires of 
knowing; and know not how to endure a 
Repulſe. We are till puſhing off, and re- 
moving the Bounds of our Knowledge. But 
in Matters of Faith we ought to conſult our 
Safety, more than to gratify our Curioſity. 
There, as a Father has well Rae 
declar'd, It is better to be at 2 
a loſs than to err; believing are, Ae 
Ignorance is preferable to raſh eft deli no- 
Knowledge. I believe, a deſ- tanta quan 
perate raſh Reſolution of „ 45 — 
knowing what cannot be Pe. Na Gr. 
known, of ſquaring to Reaſon | 
an Article of Faith which ſurmounts the 


utmoſt flight of our Reaſon, lies at the bot- 


tom of the Arian Hereſy. Adventurons | 
Men, as the fam'd Macedonian, wil cut the 
Gordian Knot which they cannot untye. 


Ambitious Reaſon proudly rejects what it is 
not able to maſter, and ſcorns to believe 
what it cannot comprehenſively know. The 
divineſt Heathen has ſaid, * , Pty 
The beſt and greateſt of Men 2 


« a * = 
1, 1," 


+2 
"AY 


confeſs their Ignorance of ma- 4ui/que confi- - 


ny things. And ſhall not the tetur ſe multa * 


3 ? 'ar Cic. 
great Myſtery of God's Incar- . © 
nation be number'd among T e 


thoſe many things, by ſerious Chriſtians? 4 
Certainly God has not recorded a Myſtery -4 
G 4 _ 
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| to be diſputed, and canvas'd, and compre- 
hended, but to be embraccd, believ'd and 
ador'd by his Creatures. Seaſonab!e here, 
if any where, is the Caution of Solomon, 
Prov. 3. 5. Lean not to thine own Underſtanding, 
And Reaſon good; for | | 
FS. 2. The Underſtanding of Man is de- 
plorably darkned, and cqually, in propor- 
tion, with other his Powers deprav'd by 
the Fall; inſomuch that Humanum eſt errare, 
our liableneſs to Miſtakes is become a Max. 
im, or By-word among us: And by over- 
much leaning to our fallible Underſtand- 
ings, we are with much caſe and great dan- 
ger miſlead in the Myſteries of Godlincſs, 
Eccl 7. 18. Make not thy ſelf over-wiſe ; why 
. ſhouldſt thou deſtroy thy ſelf ? Curious and in- 
quiſitive Minds may, in the Matter before 


us, ſeek to be over-wiſe to their own De- 


ſtruction. If we are not (as Cartes con- 


tends) to credit our Senſe in many Particu- 


lars, much. leſs ſhou'd we confidently abide 
by the Diſcourſe of our ſadly ſhatter'd Rea- 
fon in all things ; eſpecially in ſuch as are 
confeſſedly above and beyond. their reach. 
Whence is the Doctrine of Godlineſs term'd 


the Myſtery of Faith ? If it were clear and 


F conſpicuous in the Eye of Reaſon, it wou'd 
= - evidently ceaſe to be a Myſtery, Nothing 
but Folly is that Wiſdom of Man 2 
3 | wou 
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wou' d expoſe and unravel the hidden Wiſ- 
dom of God. I argue not for the Scepti- 
ciſm of Pyrrho, but for the Faith of God; 
not for a Suſpenſion of our Belief, but a 
ſubmiſſion of our Reaſon ; not for ſluꝑgiſſi 
Indolence, but contented Ignorance, where 
God has thought fit to leave us in the dark; 

a humble Ignorance accompany'd with un- 
ſhaken Aſſent to all the Truths of divine 
Revelation, founded in the Veracity of the 
undeceiving Revealer. We muſt truſt the 
Lord upon his bare Aſſertion, and rely on his 
Word where he is not pleaſed to give fur- 
ther demonſtration. Did the Learned 
World, for many Ages ſucceſſively, retain 
ſo tenaciouſly to the Truth and Wiſdom of 
a Man, that the un, ken, the word of 4 
riſtotle, was given and taken for Confirma- - 
tion, and an end of Strife? And ſhall not 
the Word of God be deciſion, and put all 
Diſputes beyond Controverſy, among thoſe - 
who profeſs to believe it infallible ? If we 
find it written in Scripture, that Jeſus Chriſt - 
is the true God; God has faid it, he can- 
not lye, and we are bound to believe it. . 
1 John 5. 10. He that believes not God, has 
made him a Lyar. Again, 

b. 3. If Reaſon is to interpoſe between 
our Faith and the Revelations of God, then 
our Faith is founded in Reaſon, and not 
in the Infallibility of God: It is the Evi- 
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dence of Reaſon that gains our Belief, not 
the Authority of him that delivers the 
Truth. Reaſon indeed ſhou'd run as a Lac- 
quey before, and prepare the way by ac- 
quainting us that God muſt be credited ; 
but when a Propoſition or Truth is deliver- 
ed from God, our immediate Aſſent is re- 
quired: Reaſon is not allow'd to ſtep be- 
tween, and firſt examin the Truth or Falſ- 
hood, and diſcuſs the intrinſick Evidence 


of what God has reveal'd ; and then, as it 
appears upon Examination, either true or 


falſe to our Reaſon, accordingly to receive 
or reject it, For this is not to take a Truth 
upon the infallible Teſtimony of God, but 
upon the Evidence of Reaſon ; which is in- 
tolerable Inſolence, and a high Affront to 


the Majeſty of God; becauſe in ſo beha- 


ving no greater deference is paid to God 
than we readily give to the vileſt of Men; 
yea, to the Devil himſelf, to believe him ſo 
far only as we ſee and know what he ſays to 
be true. Such contempt of God reſults from 
profeſſing to credit his Word, with reſo!- 
ving to extend our Credit no farther than 
as it ſhall be enforc'd by the Atteſtation of 
Reaſon. Shou'd a righteous God deſert, 
and leave ſuch Men to the Pride of their 
Hearts, and Conduct of their carnal Rea- 
fon, what horrible Iſſues await ! And who 
is anſwerable for all the penal C 
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of their criminal Errors? Hereafter they 
may have Leiſure abundant with ſelf- con- 
demning Reflections to charge the guilt of 
all upon believing Reaſon before Revelati- 
on, and themſelves before God. Some 
perſons are mighty fond of a reaſonable 
Religion, as they delight to ſpeak, a rea- 
ſonable Faith: Whereby it is ſuppoſed they 
mean, 4a Religion, a Faith, that compre- 
hends nothing but what may be compre- - 
hended in Reaſon ; that offers nothing to 
Faith but whatReaſon can maſter and make - 
out. In this Senſe, a reaſonable Religion 
ſupplants Revelation; and ſets up the Ora- 
cles of Reaſon in oppoſition to the Oracles 
of God. Such a Religion is Deiſm ; and 

as it joſtles out the Scriptures, or braves it 

over us in contemptuous defiance to all the 
peculiar Dictates of the Sacred Letters, is 
deteſtable and loathſome in a Chriſtian's - 
Eye. But if by a reaſonable Religion or 

Faith, they underſtand a Religion or Faith 
that has Reaſon to ſhew for belicving the 
ſeveral Articles of it, ſuch is the Faith and 

Religion we plead for; all the great Points 
of Chriſtianity are believ'd upon the ſureſt 
Foundation of Reaſon ; becauſe we think . 
it the moſt reaſonable thing in the World 
to believe the infallible God. Surely it be- 
comes our Reaſon to veil a little in our Ma- 
ket's Preſence :'Nor can it be much diſgrace __ 

doo. 


5 
132 
to Human Reaſon to ſtoop to contemplat 
the Myſteries which amaze and aſtonitſh the 


to the quick, by endeavouring to under: 
mine, and blow up the diſtinguiſhing A: 
"ticles of it. Far from us be the Arrogance. 


on, that in God there is nothing ſurpaik 
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prying Angels. It wou'd be much toth 
Intereſt of real Religion, if thoſe that r. 
ſolve for a Religion ſo entirely reaſonabl; 
as to eſtabliſh Reaſon in the Throne, and 
ſubject all the Articles of Faith to her De. 
termination, wou'd throw off the Mag 
make known their real Sentiments, and tell 
us they deſpiſe Revelation; for then ou 
Reaſonings with 'em wou'd be of a differenſ# 
Nature; nor cou'd Chriſtianity ſuffer { 
much from avowed Enemies, as it doe 
from the hands of her diflembled Friend; 
who under the Cloak of Friendſhip, mor 
fecurely make their Aſſaults, and wound i 
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God preſerve us from the proud Imaginat 


our Reaſon ; that there is nothing true bu 
what we are able to fathom. Away wit 


ſuch Boldneſs fram Duſt and Aſhes. 
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CHAP, XIV. 


USE 2. Of Striſet about Words in | 


Religious Myſteries, 


mongſt em about Phraſes and Words For 
what are Words but the Caſes of our Senſe, 
the Revelation of our Mind and Meaning 
to one another ? I heartily wiſh, that ne- 
ver any other Words had been uſed in re- 
preſenting the Doctrine of the bleſſed Tri- 
nity than thoſe in which the Holy Ghoſt 
has thought it proper to reveal it. For, as 
a great Man has ſaid, _ 42 

Lam of Opiniongwe , He l neee 
ought to ſpeak of God quam cogitandum ſentio; 


with equal Awe and quando & quicquid de eo 


133 4 


ECT. 1. When Chriſtians are fully con- 
ſenting in the Senſe, it is much to be 
lamented if Diſſentions and Strifes ariſe a- 


Reverence as we are à nobis cogitamus ftultum 


to conceive of him; % quicquid leguinur 
for whatſoever we 13. 
conceive of God from 


our ſelves is fooliſh, and whatſoever we | 
ſpeak of God from our ſelves is witleſs and 
unſavory. No Words in the World are fo. 


inſulſum. Calv, Inſt, J. 1. 4 
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proper to couch and convey the Senſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt as his own : And if Hereſies 


had not neceſſitated the Introduction of o- 
thers, in all probability the Church had 


never departed from 'em, but to this day 


the ſtrict Letter of the Scriptures had been 
our only Creed in unſearchable Myſteries : 
But when Scripture Words were differently 
expounded, and the ſame Words were 


diſtorted, and preſs d into the Service of 
oppoſite Senſes, then other Words became 
neceſlary in order to diſtinguiſh the Senti- 
ments of Men, and know one anothers 
Opinions. A Verbal Agreement attended 
with real Difference, had been a grie- 


vous Blemiſh, and the way to create ever- 
laſting 


Confuſions. If Miniſters muſt not 
be brought under any Obligations, by any 
Human Authority whatſoever, to open 
their Senſe of an Article of Faith in other 
than Scripture Words, the Pulpits may, as 


at Alexandria in Arius his time, ring in the 


Morning with the Eternal Divinity of 
Chriſt, in the Afternoon with the impious 


abſurdity of that Doctrine, to the endleſs Diſ 


treſs and Perplexity of the People, without 


any poſſible Means of redreſs. For if the 


People, who authorize their Teachers to 
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Words of human Invention, or if the Mi- 
niſters are not oblig'd to ſatisfy 'em of their 
Senſe in any but Scripture Words, but by 
declaring in Scripture Words only ſhall ſtand 
right in the Court, not only of Heaven, 
but alſo of every diſſatisfied Hearer's Opi- 
nion and Conſcience, it will be impoſſible 
for ſuch diſſatisfy'd Perſon to obtain Relief; 
becauſe ſuppoſing a Declaration in Scrip- 
ture Terms all the Satisfaction he is to de- 
mand or deſire, the ſuſpected Parties will 
leave him, by ſuch a Declaration, as much 
bewildred as before; ſeeing inſtead of diſ- 
covering his own, he only offers the Words 
that preſent the Meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Words in which all may center, 
will ſignify little without a determinate 
Senſe : And tho' the Senſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt in Scripture is determin'd, and every 
Man for himſelf 1s to judge, and, by the 
beſt advantages he can get, 1s to pick and 
ſpell! out the Senſe ; yet when Senſes ſo di- 
rectly oppoſite are drawn out of thoſe 
Words, that one fort of Expoſitors aſſert 
the Son to be a Creature, another the Su- 
preme God, it is abſolutely impoſſible that 
both of theſe ſhou'd ſpeak the benſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; becauſe, tho' Scriptures may 
carry often a variety of Interpretations, yet 
never contradictory ones. He then that àſ- 
ſerts the Son to be a Creature, or he that 

allerts _ 
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aſſerts him to be the Supreme God, one of il ot 


em molt certainly faſtens a Senſe of his own Ml +; 


upon the Words of the Spirit, directly re- th 
pugnant to the Senſe of the Spirit. Now MW „ 
to determine which Party ſo widely crrs, N w. 
perhaps is a difficulty; But how is it poſſ- ¶ ca 
ble for the People to know whether the 


co 

Senſe of their Teacher agree with what bo 
they conceive to be the Senſe of God, if he Ml Le 
will not ſpeak, when apply'd to, in any the 
but Scripture. Words, which Experience IM th, 
ſhews are liable to vaſtly different, yea, the 
contradicting Conſtructions ? Therefore, ab! 
when the Fathers ſaw that the Principles of 

the Man who was minded to hide himſelf IM x1; 
cou'd not be detected by the Words of IM Six 
Scripture alone, it was judg'd expedient ¶ and 
and neceſlary for the Manifeſtation of Doc- has 
trines, and thereby the preſervation of ha- Ml wh 
mony in them, to give into other Phraſes WM and 
and Forms that bind the Expoſitor's Senſe ¶ Eul 
beyond Diſputation. But whatever Ne- and 
ceſſity the Fathers found themſelves under WM ry © 

to declare their Faith in the Trinity by [MW able 
Words which are not expreſly in Scripture, Con 

it ill becomes any who are of that Belief MM has 
captiouſly to carp and cavil at the Words At! 
14 which exactly manifeſt their Senſe of the ¶ Perf 
=. Scriptures : For Quarrels about Words that I the 
| cceivi 


convey what is believ'd to be the Mcaning 


| of True Believers. 1 37 1 
of God, readily lead the obſerving Specta- 
tor to ſuſpect, that a Diſagreement about 


the Senſe is at the Foundation. When Ari- 


5 and his Diſciples ſo heavily ſtomach'd the 
word dhe e-, was not the real Reaſon be- 
cauſe they were Enemies to the Senſe it 
convey'd ? In this Caſe I fear our Strifes a- 
bout Words are ſomewhat more than meer 
Logomachies ; and that binding Words are 
therefore diſtaſtful, in Pretence becauſe 
they are Unſcriptural, in Truth becauſe 
the Seriſe they convey is not very agree- 
able. | | 
H. 2. Loud Complaints have been lately 
rais d againſt the Form of Words in the 
Sixth Anſwer of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm; 
and no ſmall Contempt on the ſame account 
has been caſt upon that excellent Work, 
which has met with univerſal Approbation 
and Applauſe, ſtands commended by many 
Eulogies from the beſt and greateſt Men, 
and, in my Judgment, the nobleſt dumma- 
ry of the Chriſtian Faith, the moſt agree- 
able to Scripture, and in all reſpects the beſt 
Compoſure of the kind that is extant, or 
has ever appear'd ſince the Apoſtles Days. 
At Heart it has griev'd me to obſerve ſome 
Perſons, who really believe the Doctrine of 
the Trinity according to the commonly re- 
ceived Faith, objecting and wrangling a- 
bout the Phraſes in which that DO is 
there 


158 
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there delivered. 4 5 
Ur impium eft Scrip- learned Writer ſays, Mwhi 
ture formas loquendi ne A it 22 
Hare, ſic mal itioſum eſt uſu S IT is an impious to b 
receptas damnare, quas thing to deny the wis 


nulla ratio convincat Scripture Forms of it 
guicguam a Scripturis a- . ik x 
lienum tueri. Aret, in ſp eaking, ſo it is: dop 


Ded. Hiſt. Val. malicious or wicked Oc. 
5 thing to condemn th 5a. 
Common Forms, which no Reaſon cu ind. 
prove to hold any thing repugnant to Scrip No. 
ture. I am as far as any Man from a deſit call 
to impole any Senſe. or Words upon another phe 
Man's Faith. Impoſition in every kind ani neu 
degree, I deteſt : But I wou'd not han: 
| Principles vagrant and uncertain. I wou 
not be abridg'd the Liberty, in ſpeaking 
| my Senſe, of uſing the cleareſt and moſt de. 
| termining Words; the Words which M but 
Judgment directs to, and dictates as tht 
propereſt and moſt expreſſive of my Mind 
and Meaning. I am not for skulking in tee 
dark. Truth does not hunt for ſhady Co 
ners; nor does it become the Enquires 
after Truth to enfeeble the ſearch by 4M 
claiming againſt the ſignificant Word 
which are deſigned and uſed to make it mot 
manifeſt. I will briefly examine the ſev: 
ral Words of the abovemention'd Anſwt 
objected againſt, and try if they are 10 
defenſible. ey 
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6.3. Perſon, is a very obnoxious Word, 
which our Modern Ariaus will not allow 
to be us'd in the Trinity. And. it is to be 
wiſh'd there had never been any neceſſity of 
it, Bit it became neceſſary, and was a- 
dopted by the Church, on the following 
Occaſion. In the Year of Redemprion 257, 
Sabellins, the Scholar of Noetzs, who was 
indeed the firſt inventor of the 
Notion which good Dyon ſius Fuſeb, Hiſt. 
calls Impious and great Blaſ-= L. 7. | 
Iphemy, began to publiſh his 
Ine Conceits and Fancies concerning God. 
He alledg'd that the whole Trinity was but 
one Perſon. There is, ſays he, but one 
Perſon in God. The Father is God, the 
ou is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God; 
but theſe, continues he, are only different 
Names or Titles of God, and ſignify no 
ore than if I ſhou'd ſay, A ſtrong God, a 
iſe God, a gracious God : Hence he and 
Wis followers held that the Father and Spi- 
rit were Incarnate, and ſuffer'd as well as 
che Son; and on this account they were 
alled Patropaſſiani. Now hereupon the Fa- 
hers were driven to uſe the word Perſon in 
heir Forms to diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
he Sabellian Folly : Perſoh was neceſſary to 
ew a diſtinction in the Trinity. There 
are three Perſons in the Godhead, ſay the 
athers, becauſe the Sabellians n, 
the. 


\ 
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the utmoſt Confuſion by ſaying there is. but 
one. Neither ( notwithſtanding all the 
Clamours againſt it) is the Word without 
Warrant from the holy Scriptures. Ther 
are three (1 John 5, 7.) that bear record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Hil 
Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one. Three what? 
For three cannot ſtand alone; ſomething is 
underſtood, and muſt be added. And can 
a more comely Word than Perſon be deri. 
ſed ? eſpecially when we find it elſewhere 
in our Bibles apply'd to two of the three 
in the glorious Trinity; Heb. 1. 3. The ex- 
preſs Image of his Perſon : Ot whoſe Perſon? 


Of the Father's Perſon ſure, becauſe the 


Son is ſaid to be the expreſs Image of it. 
Here then we find the Perſon of the Fx 
ther. The Word is /matowe, Subſtantia, ſays 
the Vulgar Tranſlation ; which will not, | 
ſuppoſe, be admitted leſt the word Sub- 
| ſtance ſhou'd chance to appear in our Bi 
bles. Perſonæ, ſays Bexa; and gives thi 
conveniency attending that Interpretation; 
Ouod Hypoſtaſes adverſus Sabellium diſtinguit, 
TG. 7 vwodmey adverſus Arianos confirmat : It 
diſtinguiſhes the Perſons againſt Sabellin 
and proves the ſameneſs of Subſtance again. 

"2 the Arians. From this Text, 
- Calv. Inſt. ſays another great Interpreter, 
L. 1. it appears that the Father has 
his proper Perſon, the Glo 

; PL, 


a 


| of True Tier, TY 141 


of which ſhines forth in the Son ; and that 
che Son has his proper Perſon, in Which the 
MW Father's Glory ſhines forth, and which di- 
ſtinguiſnes him from the Father, It is to 
be hoped, that no Man will ſhew himſelf ſo 
quarrelſome and vain as to bring ina verbal 
Contention, whether Perſon be a proper. 
Tranſlation of #755mas If fo, 1 profeſs n ſs my 
ſelf, for my own part, to mean no more 
by a Perſon 1n God than vmmzameans ; nor 
will I attempt any farther Explication. 
Again, we find 2 Cor. 2. 10. In the Perſon of 
Chriſt in x. The ſame Word occurs 
2 Cor. 4. 6. In the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, is es · 
w7v, in his Perfon. Our Tranſlators fol- 
ow Beza: Bur IT 'think it had better been 
render'd, in the Perſon of Chriſt, becauſe 
he Glory of God is here ſaid to be in the 
Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſo it will exact- 
er with the Text above, in the 
piſtle to the Hebrews: Tho' when it is 
— Face, it indeed maintains the 
alluſion in the Chapter before, to the dark 
and veiled Diſpenſation by Moſes, and the 
lear open one by the Goſpel. Be that as 
t will, when we ſee in the Sacred Writings 
hat there are three in Heaven ; Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are 
one; when we alfo find there, that the Fa- 
her is God, and the Son is God, and the 
loly Ghoſt is God, and yet there is but 

| one” 


2 np = 2 
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one God; and when we farther read of the 
Father's Perſon, and the Perſon. of the Son, 
from whence the Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt 
is alſo inferr'd ; and when Hereticks ſay, 
there is but one Perſon in God, why ſhou'd 
our Forefathers be reproach'd for putting 
theſe things together in the account of their 
Faith, and ſaying there are three Perſons 
in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, and theſe three are one God ; when 
a little exerciſe of Reaſon will ſo eaſily beat 
em from blame. 95 

F. 4. Same in Subſtance, is another ob- 
noxious Word, that exceedingly angers the 
Arians ; and no Temper can be found to 
reconcile em unto it. This is grievouſly 
exclaim'd againſt becauſe unſcriptural, be- 
cauſe unintelligible. And 1s not like in 
Subſtance, the S of Arins, equally ſo ? 
He that ſays, the Son is of a Subſtance like 
to the Father's, ſpeaks as much in the dark, 
and without Warrant from the Scripture, 
as. he that ſays, they are the ſame in Sub- 
ſtance; and is as much in all reaſon oblig'd 
to ſhew what the Subſtance of the Father is 
and what the Subſtance of the Son, and 
what the Likeneſs between 'em, as others 
are to ſhew what the Subſtance of God is, 
when they ſay the bleſſed three are the ſame 
in Subſtance. Who ever pretended. to un- 
dexſtand or explain the Subſtance of 9* 

| | 1 
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And how is ſuch Knowledge: neceſſary in 
order to know that the three are the ſame. 
in Subſtance ? Do not created Subſtances 
overmatch and puzzle all the Philoſophers 
in the World? It is a puerile Prevarication, 
when ſameneſs of Subſtance is contended 
for, to divert the Argument by idle En- 
quiries into the Nature of that Subſtance: ; 
Is it impoſſible to know whether the Souls 
of Men, or the Angels, be of the ſame, or 
ot different Subſtances, becauſe we are ig- 
norant of the Nature of ſpiritual Subſtan- 
ces? Can we not know, and be ſure, that 
a Metal is Gold, without perfectly know- 
ing what the Subſtance of Gold is? Surely. 
we may know, or at leaſt believe, that the 
Perſons in the Blefled Trinity are the ſame 
in Subſtance, without an adequate Appre- 
henſion of the Nature of the divine Sub- 
ſtance. If it bedeny'd, the Argument will 
hold in all Created eng ; and, if admit- 
ted, will baniſh the word Subſtance from off 
the Face of the Earth. We know concern- 
ing other Beings, that their Subſtances are 
the ſame by their Qualities, Properties, Ef- 
feats, and the like. Now if we. find in 
Scripture all the ſame Properties aſcribed to; 
Father, Son, and Spirit, from the ſameneſs 
of Properties we juſtly collect the ſameneſs 
of Subſtance. Strange ! that here we are 
deny d the exexciſe of our Reaſons. Reise 
that 
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that one while muſt rule over all, and de- 
termine all Truths; another ſhall be muz- 
zled, and filenc'd, according as the turn to 
be ſerved requires. Tho' Reafon knows 
little of the Subſtance or Nature of God, 
nor cares a Chriſtian to perplex himſelf a- 
bout it, yet whatever the Subſtance of the 
Father is, Reaſon will tell us, the ſame is 
the Subſtance of the Son, or elſe they are 
different Subſtances 
different, they cannot be one and the {ame 
God. Therefore he who believes the Per- 
ſons inthe Trinity to'be the ſame one God, 
is bound to believe em to be one in Nature, 
or the ſame in Subſtance. = 

F. 5. Equal in Power and Glory, is another 
offenſive Phraſe; inveigh'd againſt by the 
Arians. And no wonder, when they hold 
the Son and Spirit to be Creatures. For if 
the Father created them, they cannot poſſ- 
bly be equal to their Maker in Power and 
Glory. Thus far the Scheme of Arius con- 


ſiſts with itſelf; for it wou'd be a prodigi- 


ous Abſurdity to equalize the Creator and 
his Creatures in Glory. Certainly the Crea- 


tor has one peculiar Beam of Glory, one 
tranſcendent Excellence, in which he out- 


ſhines the Work of his Hands; and that is, 
chat he made em. But on the other hand, 
thoſe that believe that Father, Son and 


be 


and if ſubſtantially 


Spirit are one God, the ſame God, wou'd 
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be inconſiſtent, and ridiculous, ſhou'd they 
deny an Equality in all Perfections, and 
Attributes; becauſe a real Inequality in- 
fers a real Diverſity ; and effectually con- 
founds the original Point, the Identity of 
the Perſons in Nature and Eſſence. To ar- 
gue an Inferiority in the Son from his in- 
conceiveable eternal Generation, is to argue 
in vain, unleſs we perfectly underſtand, and 
have diſtinct and clear Idea's of the Na- 
ture and Manner of that Generation. Si- 
militudes from the Creature are flat, fooliſh, 
and impious. Our Underſtandings for- 
ſake us, our Reaſon flags, our Thoughts 
are defective, and bewilder'd in that un- 
ſearchable depth of God. Nor is the Son's - 
Equality with the Father ſo very unſcriptu- 
ral as it has been vainly and wickedly re- 
preſented. Zech. 13. 7. the Father calls him 
his Fellow : And Philip. 2. 6. He thought it 
no robbery to be Equal with God. I am not 
minded, at preſent, to enter into the Con- 
troverſy of that Text : But finding our 
Saviour ſet forth in the Scriptures as, ſome 
how or other, the Father's Fellow and E- 
qual, I ſhall only point out to your Thoughts 
a pair of Scriptures which will prove him 
equal in Power and Glory. As to Power, 
ſee John 10. 30. J and my Father are one, 
Vetergs (lays Muſculus) hunc locum ad divinam 
; H Chriſt :. 
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Chriſti ſubſtantiam referebant : The Ancients 
apply'd this Text to the Divine Subſtance 
of Chriſt. And ſo does Beza, ir*oue, we 
are one ; one, ſays Beza, in Nature and 
Sabſtance ; ow, are to manifeſt the di- 
ſtinction of Perſons. An excellent Gloſs ; 
for I much incline to Cocceim in believing all 
the analogous Interpretations of Scripture 
to be in the Spirit's intention. But the 
immediate aim of our Lord in that place 
ſeems to be from the Context to declare that 
he and the Father are one in Power, For 
he is evidencing the Saints Security in his 
Protection and Care; ver. 28. They ſhall ne- 
wer periſh, neither ſhall any pluck 'em out of ny 
hands. And leſt they ſhou'd not account 
this a ſufficient Security, not being fully ap- 
priz d of his Excellence, he adds a confirm- 
ing Argument, ver. 29. becauſe none is ableto 
pluck em out of my Father's hands. There- 
fore none can pluck 'em out of mine ; Why 
ſo ? Becauſe my Power and the Father's is 
the ſame ; I and the Father are one, equal 
in Power. As to Glory, you have an illu- 
ſtrious Scripture, John 5. 23. That all men 


uld honour the Son, as, even as they honiw 

the Father. Bere we have a Command 'from 

God to honour the Son and the Father - 

like : Which cou'd not be, if they were 0. 
| g e qu 


t 
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equal in Glory. For God is exceeding ten- 
der of his Honour, and jcalous for his Glo- 


ry. Whatever he beſtows upon Creatures, 


he will not part with his Glory to em. 
His Glory he will not give to another. 
Therefore, if he command us to give 


his Glory, the ſame Glory, to the Son, 


it follows, that Father and Son are 
the ſame God, equal in Power and Glo-- 
ry. | 

"4 6. Now upon the whole, tho' Ariaus 
are angry at the Words of. the Catechiſm, 
becauſe they utterly diſagree to the Senſe, 
great is the pity that others who allow and. 


believe the Doctrine as there repreſented, - - 


ſhou'd raiſe Commotions and Tumults con- 
cerning the Words in which it is cloath'd. 
It the Words be not in all things the expreſs 
Declarations of Scripture, yet if the Senſe 
be the Senſe of Scripture, if the Mind and 
Meaning of em be the Mind and Meaning 
of God, what Reaſon have we to regard the 
Words, or to care under what Words the 
Senſe of God is conveyed to our Under- 
ſtandings. I am not pleading for. Human 
Compoſures to ſet the Scriptures aſide; or 
for any Words of Men to be erected as in- 
fallible Standards of Truth: No, God fore 
bid.” I am for no other Standard but God's; 
nor wou d 1 have Infallibility any where 

H 2 lodg'd ' 
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lodg'd but in the ſacred Treaſures of the 
Scripture Oracles. But I know no Reaſon Ml co 
why we fhou'd cloak our Sentiments, and for 
always talk in the dark; why we ſhou'd MW Ex 
not uſe, as Occaſion requires, unſcriptural @ fot 
Words to manifeſt and diſtinguiſh-our Senſe; MW fre 

or why theleading Ages of the Church of th: 

Chriſt ſhou'd be reviled, and branded with an 
Infamy, for bringing them in, when they MW W 


did it with reluctance, and were unavoid- ſe 
#bly compell'd by Hereſies, and innovating MW fo 
Doctrines, to have recourſe unto 'em. S- g0 


Bellius blatters, that Father, Son and Spirit to 
ſound nothing diverſe, or diſtin& in God; 
this oblig'd 'em to introduce the words Tri- 
-nity and Perſon. Arizs quibbles, The Son 8 
and Spirit are God, but created; the ſame 
with the Father, but no otherwiſe than the 
Angels are, in Will and Affection: This 
forc'd em to bring in à u, the ſame in 
Subſtance, to unmask the Heretick. After U 
this (ſays Calvin) deſerves not the Man to 
be cenſur'd as flying the Light, who quat- 
rels at the Words which were coin'd with 
no other view than to emblazon our Prin- 0 
ciples, and make the Truth more conſpi- d 
cuous? I ſhut up this with a memorable 8e 
Paſſage of Calvin; by which you will diſ- ; 
Cover the Judgment of that Great Man © 
OO . concerning * 


= 
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concerning ſuch as cavil at Common Words 
founded upon long 8 
Experience. I have _* Expertus pridem ſum, 
found by long and Lege e 
frequent Experience, ,;,#* lisigant, e oh. 
that whoever contend cultum virus, ut magis 
and quarrel about expediat eos 1 provo- 
Words, do nouriſh a 575 ar arty. a 
2 15 P o ſon een. Calv, Init. L. I. c. 13. 
o that it is better | 
go on to provoke em, than for their ſakes - 
to ſpeak in obſcurity. 


CHAP. XV. 
USE 3. Of making the Son 4 Subors + 
dinate God. N bh 


E CT. 1. Equally-contradiRory to Scrip-——- 
ture and Reaſon is their Opinion who + 
believe the Son to be the true God, but a 
Subordinate one. Ariws in his Altercation * 
with At hanaſius, as that Father records, ve- 
ry freely delivers his Faith in the Divinity 
of. Jeſus Chriſt : and becauſe the Creed is 
* _- >, 1 
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à ſhort one, you ſhall 


have it at Length. J 
Believe in one eternal 
God, and in his Son, 
whom he created before 


all Worlds as God, and 


made him his Son. And 
all the Son has, once 
not having, he received 


from the Father: And 


that the Son is not equal 
to the Futher, nor e- 
qually to be honour d: 
But he falls ſhort of the 
Glory, and fails of the 


an 


At hanaſ. Diſp. Com, A=- 
um. | "EY 


Power of God, as being 
a made thing. And 1 
believe in the Holy Ghoſt, begotten or made by 
the Son. Had Arius been ſo open and free 
in the Council of Nice, the Fathers had 
found much eaſier work, and poſſibly had 
ſpar'd the Unſcriptural Terms in their 
Creed. But there for a while he wriggled, 
and ſhuffled, and twiſted himſelf in Ser- 
pentine Folds, that New Words were made 
neceſſary to detect him, and his real Senti- 
ments were not obtained without Labour 
and Difficulty. And the ſame Complaint 
may be juſtly taken up of his Followers in 
the preſent day. They care not, or dare 
not, to open their Minds; but lurk behind 
4 Curtain, and deal chiefly in Nears 
an 
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and will not, ſo generouſly as Arius did to 
his Adverfary, give a diſtin& and clear Ac- 
count of their Faith. Sure it is, if they 
hold the Son to be truly and properly God, 
or God by Nature, and yet degrade him 
to a Subordinate inferior God, they muſt 
allow that there are two true and proper 


Gods. Appoſite is 


* Cum Domi num noſtrum 
N ben they Jeſum Chriſtum Deum ve- 
- | 


Sq rum, & cum patre unum 
confeſs our Lord Je- nolunt fateri, duos nots 


{us Chriſt to be God, inducunt Deos, diverſe 
but will not confeſs 4 5 3 = 
that he is the true one un.. f 
God with the Father, 


they bring in upon us two Gods, of an 
unlike and different Nature. They mani- 
feſtly make more Gods than one; and at 
this rate what a multiplicity of Gods there 
may be, is unknown to us: For if there 
be two Gods, there are, for ought we cer- 
tainly know, two hundred Gods; and who 
can tell but diſcovery in time may be made 
of the Dii majorum, & Dit minorum Gentium £ 
But to us there is but one Gd. . 
F. 2. Such as only account the Redeemer 
a God by Office, or rather a nominal God, 
a God by Name, and not by Nature, en- 
tertain the loweſt Conceptions of the Dig- 
nity of his Perſon, and make him as meer 
a Creature as the meaneſt of our ſelves. 
H 4 | Smalcins, 
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5 Smalci us, in the Name of all the Soc i nian 


Brethren, puts the 
* Dixera: Dominum Je- Queſtion, * You had 


ſum natuſa iſſe hominem 2 | 
an idem habet naturam ſaid that our Lord Je. 


divinam? Reſp. Nequa- ſus is a Man by Na- 
quam; nam id non folum ture; has he alſo a 


rations ſane, verus etiam Divine Nature? He 


divinis literis vretyg nat. 
Cat. Rac, De Perlon. anſwers, No, by no 


Chriſt. means; for that is re- 
"Ty pugnant to Reaſon 
and Scripture, So that in his Opinion he 
is not truly God, but only called ſo. And 
inthe ſame Work he repreſents it as the 

rincipal Argument alledged by the gene- 
rality of Chriitians for believing him to be 
the true God, becauſe he is ſometimes fo 


| called in Scripture. And I have, not with- 
out Surprize, obſerv'd the Inſults and Tri- 


umphs of the Arians upon this account; 


who, when they have ſcoffingly told us, 


that others beſide our Saviour are called 


Gods in the Scriptures, boaſt and glory as 
if they had effectually wreſted out of our 


Hands an Argument, which 
Rel.Socin.c.1. Arnoldus calls plane Achilleum, 
and in my Judgment of great 


Weight. For tho' there be that are called 
Gods, in the Scripture, Creatures of vari— 
' ous kinds, yet it is always in ſuch a manner 


as makes it impoſſible for an intelligent 


Reader to miſtake, or conceive 'em to be 


Really 


cally. The moſt noble Inſtance is Pſalm 


97. 6. where the Angels are called Gods; 
but ſo as that every Man muſt quickly con- 
ceive em to be Creatures of God. The 
Words are, Worſbip him all ye Gods. The 
Adoration preſcrib'd ſufficiently diſtinguiſn- 
cs em, from the Living God to be adored - 
by em. In other places the Caſe is ſo clear, 
the additional Words ſo forcible, as leaves 
no room for Diſpute. Thus when Thal. 82. - 
6. Magiſtrates are called Gods, he adds in - 
deriſion, but- ye ball die like Men. So like» © 
wiſe the Heathen Deities are called Gods; - 
but with utmoſt Contempt they are ſaid, - } 
at the ſame time, to be Idols, the work of 
Men's Hands, without Motion or Senſe. - 
When the Name God is apply'd in Scripture - 


to a Creature, it is with ſuch Limitations 
that we cannot rationally reckon him more 


than a Creature. But Jeſus Chriſt is called 
God in the Scriptures in ſuch a manner that, 
if our Reaſon be not blinded by Paſſion qr 

Prejudice, if ſome prepoſſeſſing Notions do- 
not ſway and diſorder our Underſtandings, - 
it is impoſſible for us to avoid believing 
that Scripture ſets him forth as the true E= 
ternal God. I have taken ſome Notice of 
this before. Is it ever ſaid of a Creature. 


that he is the Mighty God, the everlaſting 


Father, as Chriſt is called, +//a. 9.:6.? Noe? Ml 


H 5 
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Really, what they are term'd Metaphori» 
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the Father ever addreſs to a Creature in 
ſuch Language as this, Thy Throne, O God, 
# for ever and ever, as he does to Chriſt, 
Heb. 1. 8. ? Is it ever recorded of a Crea- 
ture, that he is God bleſſed for ever over all, 
as it is of Chriſt, Rom. 9. 5. Can you point 
me to the place where it is ſaid of a Crea- 
ture, that he is the true God, and eternal Life, 
as it is {aid of Chriſt, 2 5. 20.? And 
many more the like forcible Expreſſions, 
which cannot enter into unbyaſs'd Minds 
without extorting a Belief, that the Perſon 
ſpoken of in 'em 1s the Supreme God. To 
enervate the force of this Argument, you 
muſt ſhew me in Scripture the like Declara- 
tions concerning a Creature. 

F. 3. But others acknowledge in the Per- 
ſon of Chriſt a proper Divinity, yet aſſert 
him Subordinate, and Inferior to the Fa- 
ther. For my part, if by a proper Divi- 
nity they mean that he is not an arbitrary 
Being, dependant on the Father's Pleaſure, 
but a neceflary one, and God from Eterni- 
ty, I look upon real Subordination an un- 
intelligible Inconſiſtence, that overthrows 
the Propriety and Eternity of his Godhead. 
For if he is Subordinate, he is not the ſame 
God with the Father; if Inferior, the Fa- 
ther is greater in Power, and can dethrone 
or annihilate him at his Pleaſure: And it 
there be à greater in Power, then he is not 


Almighty 
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Almighty, and conſequently has not a pro- 


per Divinity. For Infinity in all Perfe&i- 


ons is the only proper Senſe of Proper Di- 
vinity ; that is to ſay, is inſeparably an- 
nex'd to, or included in, the Idea of God. 
If by a Subordination is meant no more, than 
that the Father is firſt in order of the bleſ- 
ſed Perſons in the Trinity, when mention- 
ed together in the Scripture, (which is all 
the Notion of it | entertain; for, that 
Generation or Proceſſion connotes a true 
Subordination, is both to us inconceivable, 
and impoſſible to be known) it 1s much to 
be deſir'd, that thoſe of that Mind wou'd 
ſo determine their Senſe, to prevent a per- 
petual Confuſedneſs in thinking, and ſpeak- 
ing. Butas to thoſe who intend a true and 
real Subordination, they mean an Inferio- 
rity in Nature and Attributes, they fond- 
ly tell us he is Deus factus, a made God; 
that he had a beginning in Time, and was 
created out of Nothing, i iu, whence 
of old they were call'd Exoucontii. A ſtrange 
Conceit ! that God ſhou'd create or make 
another God beſide himſelf ; who has told 
us ſo often, that beſides him there is no 
God. And if one, why cannot Omnipo- 
tence create a thouſand Gods? And ſo the 
Pagan Polytheiſm ceaſes to be ſo monſtrous 
an Impoſſibility as it has been repreſented. 
But can a created Being be wade 


* * 
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Can there be more Incomprehenſibles, Infl- 
nites, Almighties, than one ? Is not 2 


Created Creator, an Almighty, yet inferior 


to another, an infinite, yet bounded in all 
his Perfections, incomparably connected 
Senſe and Reaſon ? Whatever ſuch Gentle- 
men bear before 'em, and ſay of the Proper 
Divinity of Chriſt,I ſuppoſe they ſpeak with 
a hard Catachreſis, and mean by Proper 
Divinity, an Improper Divinity. They 
only compliment him with the lofty Title 
of God ; and give him a Communication 
with all the Attributes of the Deity with 
one hand, while by denying him to be eſ- 
ſentially God, and God trom Eternity, they 
take away all with the other. For if Jeſus 

Chriſt is a Creature, he may be indeed 2 
very glorious Creature, endow'd with Su- 
perlative Excellencies and Glories. A Cres 
ture may be amazingly wiſe, exceedingly 
great, abundantly good; but no Creature 


can be infinitely wiſe, infinitely great, inf 


nitely good : It follows then, that this 
created God is but a finite God; no more 
than a Worm, compar'd with the infinite 

God; he is circumſcribed in every reſpec, 

there are Bounds to his Being, Bounds to 
his Wiſdom, Bounds to his Power, and 
Bounds to all his Accompliſhments. A 
pretty, I ſhou'd rather have. ſaid, a petty 
or demy God! And if ſuch a Creature, nk 
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cauſe he is very Wiſe” and Beneficent, © 
Mighty and Excellent, becomes a true God, 
Proportion, be alſo a God: And therefore 


dom in the Ancients, to canonize and dei- 
fy the Heroes of old, whoſe Endowments ? 


' we go about to form Schemes of God from 


beloved, and longed for, my Joy and Crown, | | 
Fand faſt in the Lord, my dearly beloved; Keep 
' Inviolable the Faith of Jeſus. Guard your 


yy , 
2 , * ” 
- / 


of True Believers. 157 


then may Angels and Saints, every excelling 
and well accompliſh'd Creature, in his due 


it was not wonderful Stupidity, but Wiſ- 


were excellent, whole Atchievements ex= 
tenſively advantageous to the Race of 
Mankind. Groſs Abſurdities and Self- con- 


tradictions we plunge our ſelves in, when 


our ſhallow Reaſons, and wanton Imagina- 
tions. I cannot ſee why a made or created 
God, is not as nauſeous and flat Nonſenſe } 
as an unmade or uncreated Creature. | 


11 
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CHAP. xv. 
Practical OSES, | 
SECTION I. | 


Begin the Word of Exhortation to you 1 
in the paſſionate Stile of the great Apo- 
itle, Philip. 4. 1. Therefore, my Brethren, dearly. 


Souls 


wo 
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Souls againſt damnable Doctrines; and 
don't deny the Lord that bought you. Give 
no entertainment to any Opinions that e- 
clipſe the Glory, intercept the Praiſes, or 
ſtain the Honour of your exalted Redeemer. 


We read of a Time of Trial, in which all 
his Diſciples forſook him and fled : A bad 


Example, that carries a Caution, but calls 


not for Imitation. A Chriſtian ſhou'd be 
ſtedfaſt in a ſhaking Seaſon; and cleave to 
the Goſpel Faith in defiance to all Oppoſi- 
tion. Shou'd there follow a common Apo- 
ſtacy, and departure from the Faith, ale it 


as a moving Incentive to bind you faſter to 


Chriſt, that ye be not ſwept away in the 


minvading Deluge. If others plunder him, 


do you adore him. And the more he is 
diſhonour'd by others, lift him up the high- 
er, and give the more Glory to him in your 
devoted Hearts. Chriſt cannot loſe but 
of his manifeſtative Glory: His objective, 


| eſſential Glory is eternally and unchangea- 


bly the ſame ; and ſhines forth with perpe- 
tual unleflen'd Luſtre and Strength : And as 
the Sun in it ſelf is equally bright and lu- 
minous, tho' muffled up in the Clouds, and 
- cover'd from our Sight, ſo the Native Glo- 
ry of Chriſt is unalterably the ſame, and he 
has the permanent ſelf-ſatisfattion of ſee- 
ing andknowing it to be ſo, tho the Clouds 
of Error and Darkneſs ſuou d come 757 
= an 
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and cover it from the Eyes of all Mankind. 

Be not inſtrumental in Veiling your Faces 
from the Views of his Glory, by harbour- 
ing Errors concerning his Deity. Beware 
leſt any Man ſpoil you thro' abuſed Philo- 
ſophy, and vain Deceits. Your Bibles are 
open in your Hands, adhere immovably to 
'em, and make 'em the only Rule of your 
Faith, and your Life; and the Truths you 
find there revealed of God, imprint upon 
your Minds; and let not the cunning Crat- 
tineſs of beguiling Men, by all their Arts 


and Endeavours, be able to blot 'em out- 
If any Man preach another Goſpe!, or ano- 


ther Jeſus to you, than what there you read, 
and have received, bid him not God-ſpeed, 
nor take him into your Houſe. You have 
received Chriſt for your God, and ſtill pro- 

feſs ſo to believe in him. Reje& with in 
dignation the Subtleties of crafty Men, that 
wou'd beat you off from your Faith, and 
bear you away from the Rock of Ages. A. 


mong the Martyrs were ſome that cou'd not 


diſpute, but they cou'd dye for Chriſt, It 
is a good thing that the Heart be eſtabliſh- 


ed with Grace. You have taſted the old \ ] | 


Wine of the Goſpel, if any offer you new, 
of their own invented Schemes, approve it 
not, but ſay the old is better. Stability a- 
dorns the Chriſtion Profeſſion, and is the 
Fruit of Wiſdom and Experience, Wiſe 


Men N 
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Men are not mov'd and put out of their 
way by every objected Trifle. Gilded Va- 
nities and gaudy Shows impreſs the mean- 
er, and more unexperienc'd Minds. It ar- 
gues a childiſh Inconſtancy, to be taken 
and led by every Novelty : It is unbeſeem- 
ing the Gravity and Character of a Chri- 
ſtian. Eph. 4. 14. Be no more Children, toſs'd 
to and fro with every Wind of Doctrine: See 
that ye are not unſettled Meteors, but fixed 
Stars in the Firmament of Chriſtianity, The 
Apoſtle prays for Believers, 1 Pet. 5. 10, 


that the God of all Grace wou'd ſtabliſb, ſtreng- 


then, ſettle 'em. The Doctrine of Chriſt is 
that Myſtery of Faith which we are to hold 
faſt in a pure Conſcience ; it is the very 
Hinge upon which our Salvation turns ; we 
muſt not be looſe and unconcern'd, but 
ſteady and abiding in it. 2 John 9. Whoſo- 
ever tranigreſſes, and abides not in the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, has not the father : he that abides in 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, has both the father and 
the Son. The eternal Divinity of our Lord 
is a Doctrine of the laſt Importance; and 
your Faith or Infidelity in that Foundation 


Point, will have of neceſſity a powerful in- 


fluence on the whole of your Practice. You 
cannot duly acquieſce in his Conduct, as a 
Guide; nor ſubmit to his Government, as 
a Ruler; nor confide in the Vertue of his 
Sacrifice, as a Mediator; nor take the 
Conaforts 
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Comforts of his Interceſſion, as an Advo- 
cate ; if you ſtagger and reel in the Article 
of his Godhead, which alone gives Vigour, 
and Lite, and Efficacy, to all his Offices. 
Earneſtly contend for this Faith which was 
once delivered, and has continued ever ſince 
You may hear the Ad- 
verſaries exclaim againſt it, as abſurd, im- 
poſſible, and repugnant to Reaſon. Thus 


among the Saints. 


ſays one, * It is ma- 
nifeſt, that the Trini- 
ty, and the Divinity 
of the Son, are not 
true Articles of Faith, 
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* Manifeſtum eſt Tri- 
nitatem, & Divinitatem 
Filii non eſſe articulos fi- 
dei veros, quia ſunt im- 
Poſhilia mentis. Schimb. 


becauſe they cannot an Refut. 
be conceiv'd in the 

Mind. If ever you meet with ſuch vain 
'Talkers, and Deceivers, tell em you are 
not concern'd about the Abſurdity or 
Reaſonableneſs of the Article, you leave it 
to God to vindicate his own Dodrines : 
Your Inquiry is not, what ſort of a Doc- 
trine the Son's Divinity is, but whether it 
be a Scriptural Doctrine, or no, You ask 
not whether it is eaſy, or abſtruſe ; but 
whether God has reveal'd it. Tell 'em you 
find it in your Bibles, and therefore only 
believe it. If once the Enemy get you out 
from the Scriptures, and you are ſo adven- 
rrous as to enter the Liſts in the Field of 
meer Reaſon, you will quickly be gravel 

»3 + an 
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and foil'd. Stand upon the ſure Foundati- 
on of Scripture againſt all the Oppoſition 
you meet with from Reaſon. Commit the 

keeping and conduct of your Souls to God; 
conſtantly implore the gracious Influences 
of his undeceiving Spirit, to guide and pre- 
ſerve you in the way of Truth. 2 Pet. 3. 17. 
Te beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe things before, 


beware left being led away with the Error of the he 


wicked, ye fall from your own Hedfaſtneſs. * 
: SECT. 3. ca 
Endeavour to adorn the Doctrine of God 7 
your Saviour in all things. To adorn a ** 
Doctrine, is to act under the prevalent In- io 
fluences of it, and conform the Life to its he 
peculiar Preſcriptions. Now the Godhead th 
of Chriſt preſcribes to Believers a conſtant ſe 
Adoration and Worſhipping of him ; habi- 10 
tual in the Diſpoſition of their Hearts, and he 
actual in the bent and practice of their Lives. m 


To him be Glory, ſay the Saints, Rev. 1. 6. C 
The End of Paul's Life was to magnity 
Chriſt: Philip. 1. 21. To me to live is Chriſi. 7 


He adds the Words as a Reaſon why he was W 
willing to live, dye, or any thing, for the O 
Glory of Chriſt, becauſe the Glory of Chriſt Roy 
was the aim and end of his Life: Whatever ** 
becomes of me, I care not, ſo Chriſt may 8 


have Glory. Again he ſays, Acts 21. 13. in 

LT am ready not to be bound only, but alſo to dye ſh! 

at Jeruſalem, for the Name of the Lord Jes Li 
ic 
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The Name of the Lord is his Glory. Bonds, 
Death, all are welcome that ſubſerve the 
Redeemer's Intereſt, and help him to Glory. 
Stephen adorn'd the Doctrine ot Chriſt at his 
Death, and brought him Glory : Act, 7. 59. 
They ſtoned Stephen calling upon God, and ſay- 
ing, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit. Here the 
Martyr bears his Teſtimony to the God- 
head of Chriſt, and acts conformably. He- 
called upon God, ſaying, Lord Jeſus; be- 
cauſe he knew that the Lord Jeſus was the 
Living God. In his dying Moments he 
.commits his Soul to God ; and the God to 
whom he reſigns it, is the Lord Jeſus. He 
had no thought of delivering his Soul into 
the Hands of a Creature ; that were both 
ſenſleſs and inſecure: but he commends it 


to God, that is to ſay, to Chriſt; becauſe 


he believed him to be God; Lord Feſusreceive 
my Spirit; and by this act of Adoration and 
Confidence, Chriſt had a great deal of Glo- 
ry. A Chriſtian's Life ſhou'd be as a lighted 
Taper, continually burning before the 
World, to illuſtrate and guide Men into, 
Obſervation of the Glories of Chriſt, Phil, 
2.15, That ye may be harmleſs and blameleſs, 
as the Sons of God, in the midſt of a perverſe and 
crooked Nation, among whom you ſhine as Lights 
in the World; g$o5wss, Torches, or great 


ſhining Lamps; Holding forth - the Word of | 


Life, imyerres, prætendentes, ſtretching out 
| before 


164 Jeſus Chriſt the God 
before you toothers : A Metaphor, as Beza 
conjectures, taken from Watch-Towers on 
the Sea-Coaſts that were hung round with 
Lights to draw and direct benighted Mari- 
ners into Havens of Safety So ſhou'd the 
Lives of Chriſt's Diſciples be Lights ſhining 
before Men, to inſtruc and guide a dark be- 
nighted World in the true way to the Haven 


of Eternal Happineſs. Every Chriſtian 


ought to be a Watch- Tower, full of Lights, 
which reflect a Glory upon his Saviour, and 
make Diſcoveries of his high Perfections. 
Strive to be exemplary Ornaments of your 
Holy Profeſſion. Teſtify, to all the World 
around, your ſincere acceptance of Chriſt as 
your Lord and God, by univerſal undiſſem- 


= blcd Holineſs. Diſſolute Actions in the 
== Servants of Chriſt reflect a Diſhonour up- 


on their Calling and Maſter. The Enemies 
of the Lord took occaſion from David's Sin 
to blaſpheme. A right Goſpel-Converſati- 
on is the beſt way of being Ornamental to 
Chriſt, and the Goſpel. . Eph. 4. 1. I there- 
Fore, the Priſoner of the Loyd, beſeech you that 
ye walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith you 
are called, Enoch walked with God ; and 
by his- holy walk he had this Teſtimony, 
that he pleaſed God. If you wou'd pleaſe, 
and approve your ſelves to God your Sa- 
viour, you muſt walk with him,. in-imita- 
tion of him, even as he himſelf alſo. walked. 


This 
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This will engage and dire& the Standers- 


by in the way of their Duty. It will little 
avail you to give the Mcdiator his Glory in 
Opinion, if you are a Scandal and Diſgrace 


to his Name in your Actions. Real Saints 
are transformed into the very Image of 
Chriſt, arm'd with his Mind, and Imitators 
of his Life. Chriſt is the great Original 
whom we are to follow; he has ſet before 
us a bright Example, that we ſhou'd tread 
in his Steps. Every Believer is, or ought 
to be, a tranſcript exactly reſembling his 
Pattern. Sequiturque patrem non paſſibus æq uis, 
Follow him cloſely, though with unequal 
Steps : Make him viſible in vour Lives, that 
others may obſerve him formed in you by 
ſeeing him followed by you. Sic oculos, fic 
ile mans, fic ora ferebat, Be as perfect a 
Reſemblance as poſſible ; and thus you give 
him Glory. Sure it is, that if you have the 
Spirit of Chrift, you are partakers in the 
Beauties of his Holineſs, and imparted 
Grace, as well as in his juſtifying Blood, 
and imputed Righteouſneſs. And as ſure 
it is, that if any Man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, pretend whatever he pleaſe, he is none 
of his, All your Adorations are falſe and 
unacceptable, if not attended with loving 
Hearts and obedient Lives. Let your Love 
to Chriſt be without Diſſimulation: If that 
noble Principle prevail in your Souls, 5 

A WILL 
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will conſtrain you irreſiſtably to ſerve and 


* 


*#hirſts for God, fon the Living Cod. When 


obey him. Remember, that by well-doing 
you {top the Mouths of Gainſayers; where- 
as by Immoralities you open 'em againſt 
your Religion, your ſelves, your Redeemer, 
FEET 3. 
Is Jeſus Chriſt the God of true Believers ? 
See to it that he be your God : Yours in 
everlaſting Bonds and Covenant-Obligati- 
ons. Be able, with Thomas, to claim an In- 
tereſt, My God. Luther obſerves, that the 
Soul of all Religion is in the Pronouns 


mine, thine; when with David we can ſay 
to God, I am thine; and with Thomas we 
can ſay of God he is mine. Cant. 2. 17. My 
| beloved is mine, and I am his, There is in 


the Saints a voluntary Choice, and ſetting 
of their Hearts upon Chriſt as their deareſt 
Portion, and peculiar Treaſure : He is al- 
together lovely in their Eyes, and the chiet- 
eſt of ten thouſand. They deſire him, and 


deſire nothing elſe in compariſon of him: 


And the whole Worldt cannot ſatisfy, or 
make em happy, without him. Such is the 
Nature of that ambitious Grace of Love, 
that it ſtill thirſts, pants, and wings away 
to Heaven, and never reſts till it has lodg'd 
the Soul in the Boſom of God. Eſal. 42. 1, 
2. As the Hart panteth after the Water-brooks, 
ſo: panteth my Soul after thee, O God. My Soul 


ſhall 


ay — : . 
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fall I come and appear before God 2? All 


the Enjoyments of Time were as dung to 


the Apoſtle, compard with Chriſt ; he 


counted 'em as Droſs and Dogs Meat, that 
he might win Chriſt. While at home in the 
Body, he is abſent from the Lord; and 
therefore he is ſtraitned, he wants to be 

gone, he deſires to fer ſail, to depart, and 
to be with Chriſt. Whatever other Per- 
ſwaſives appear to oppoſe it, yet the preſ- 
ſing dictate of Love is, that to be with 
Chriſt is far better. See then, and ſecure 
to your ſelves a Covenant - Intereſt : Be wil- 
ling to be the Lord's, and devote your ſelves 
to him. Jer. 51. 5. Come and let us join our 
ſelves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant. With- 
draw your Hearts from worldly enſnaring 
Objects, and ſurrender em up to Chriſt. 
Dedicate your ſelves to him entirely, eter- 
nally. Let his Service be the deliberate 
Choice and fixed Reſolution of your Souls. 
Joſh. 24. 18. We will ſerve the Lord, for he ts 
our God, The Tenour of the New Covenant 
is, on Chriſt's part, I will be your God. He 
becomes the Believer's Property. Do not 
refuſe the gracious Offers of his Love. He 
knocks at the Door of your Hearts, and de- 
ſires Admittance, You have kept him ſtand» 
ing without till his Head has been fill'd with 


the Dew, and his Locks with the Drapsof | 


the Night; other Gueſts are received, and 
readily 
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readily entertain d; Chriſt alone is neglect- 
edi: And will you continue to exclude a 


Saviour ? Take heed that you do not grieve 


his Spirit, and provoke him to retire. With- 
out Chriſt is attended with a Train of ter- 
rible Confequences. Eph. 2. 12. Te were 
without Chriſt, aliens from the Commonwealth 
f 1ſrael, ſtrangers to the Covenants of Promiſe, 
Having no hope, and without God in the World. 
Better by far you had never heard of a 
Saviour, than to continue in a State of eſ- 


trangedneſs from him; better for you he 

had never come into the World, than not 
come into your Hearts, and be a Ruler 
there. You are bid tothe Wedding Supper, 
| haſten away, make no Excuſes, no Delays. 
F Kiſsthe Son leſt he be angry, and ye periſh : 
Make him yours, and youll find his Loves 


are better than Wine. Property is the main 
Excellence. 
bod of Chriſt are loſt to a Foreigner that never 
beheld him; all his Excellencies are nothing 


to him that has no Apprehenſion of em. 


To you that believe he is precious; to you 


that are Intereſted in his Love, to you that 


have ſeen his Glory, and taſted his Grace. 
You cannot make too dear a Purchaſe of 
- thiscineſtimable Pearl. This eternal Word 
and Wiſdom of God calls for your chief 
Concern. Prov. 4. 7. Wiſdom is the principal 


All the Glories and Beauties 
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thing, therefore get Wiſdom ; and with all thy 
getting get Underſtanding. Give no reſt to 
your Eyes, nor ſlumber to your Eyedids 
until. you have found out a place for the 
Lord, an Habitation in your Hearts for the 
mighty God of Jacob. You are highly pri- 
viledg'd and dignify'd beyond Expreſſion 
by a peculiar Title ro Chriſt as your God. 
Open the everlaſting Doors that the King 
of Glory may come in. Let your Hearts 
fall in, and cloſe with the Lord's Covenant. 
Conſider your Miſery under the Law of 
Works, a broken Covenant ; and be per- 
ſwaded to comply with the Law of Grace, 
and come under the Bond of the Goſpel- 
Covenant, by Virtue of which alone Chriſt 
is a God to Believers, and Believers are a 
People to Chriſt, 555 
SECT. 4 

Take Pleaſure to contemplate the aſto- 
niſhing Wonders in the Work of your Re- 
demption. The Glory of God ſhines 
brightly forth in the Works of his Creation 
and Providence. The Heavens declare his 
Glory ; Day and Night have a Voice to 
celebrate his Perfections, and proclaim his 
Praiſes. God has a daily Tribute of Glo- 
ry from all his Creatures. Pſal. 145. 10. At 
thy Works do praiſe thee, O Lord, But in the 
Work: of Redemption we have more clear 
Diſcoveries of the Gor of God, and great- 
3 | er 
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e.r Reaſon to extol his Perfections. A quire 
of Angels publiſh the early News of a Sa- 
viour with Songs of Joy, and Glory to God 
in their Mouths. Glory to God is well 
connected with good Will to Men. His 
Goodneſs is his Glory. Exod. 33. 18. Meſes 
ſaid, I beſeech thee, ſhew me thy Glory, God 
anſwers, ver. 19. 1 will make all my Goodneſs 
paſs before thee. God is glorious to fallen 
Creatures in nothing ſo much as in his 
Grace. And the Grace of God is no where 
fo triumphantly glorious as in the Redemp- 
tion of Sinners. Tit. 2. 11. The Grace of 
God, that brings Salvation, has appeared to all; 
zen, has broke forth in Splendor.Grace that 
lay hid in the Heart of God before, broke 
out in all its Glory in the Goſpel-day. There 
is a twofold Wonder in the Perſon of Chriſt; 
a Wonder of Wiſdom, Sg, God-Man, 
that ſuch a glorious Perſon ſhou'd be ; in 
all things accompliſh'd -to do the Work ; 
that the mighty God ſhou'd put on Man, 
| become Emmanuel, as an ex- 
How. Liv. cellent Writer ſpeaks, an in- 
Tenpl. carnate God among Men, and 
a Man inhabited by all the 
Fulneſs of God; and a little lower, Here 
was met together, Man that cou'd dye, and 
God that cou'd overcome Death; Man 
that cou'd ſuffer, and God that cou'd give 
Aufficient Value to thoſe Sufferings ; ſuffict- 
IS | ent 
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ent to atone the offended Majeſty.” O the 
depth! Well does the Apoſtle ſay, Col. 2. 
3. InChriſt are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge. And there is in his Perſon 
as great a Wonder of Love. What Con- 
deſcention ! What Love to Souls, that pre- 
vail'd upon God to joyn himſelf in one Per- 
ſon to Man! We read, Tit. 3. 4. of the 
Philanthropy of God ; the Kindneſs of God + 
our Saviour towards Men. God manifeſted 
in the Fleſh, is the fulleſt Manifeſtation of 

Love to thoſe that wear Fleſh ; this ſo ex- 
emplifies the Riches and Fulneſs of Grace, 
as will ſurprize and aſtoniſh the Saints to 
Eternity, when they come: to a clearer Di- 

covery of it. And I doubt not but the 
Contemplation of the glorious Perſon of 
Chriſt in Heaven will adminiſter unſpeaxka- 
ble Joy and Satisfaction tothe bleſſed Inha- 
bitants of the heavenly Kingdom; not only 
in ſeeing the Exaltation of the Human 
Nature, but in the ſatisfying Views of that 
eternal Wiſdom and Goodneſs which ſhine 
forth in him .Ready and undiminiſhable. - 
What a Wonder of Love is ſhewn to the 
Saints, that they are taken up into Chrilt's : 
Covenant, and ſtand before the Father in 
the glorious Righteouſneſs of his Son. This 
is a greater Honour than the Angels enjoy. 
They ſtand before God in a ſpotleſs Righte- 
ouſneſs, it is true; but it is a created one, 
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or the Righteouſneſs of a Creature. But 


Believers are cloathed with a better and far 


more glorious Righteouſneſs in his Son; 


even the Righteouſneſs of God. Detract 
not from the Merit of Chriſt, by any de- 


pendance on your Works of Righteouſneſs : 


No, dread to appear before God in your 
ſelves. Hear the divine Poet. 


| Almighty Fudge, hew ſhall poor Mortals brook 
Thy dreadful Look? | 


Alle an Heart of Iron to appall, 


ben thou ſhalt call 
For every Man's peculiar Book. 


What others mean to de I know not well ; 
But I hear tell, | 

That ſome will turn thee to ſome Leaves therein 
So void of Sin, 

That they in Merit ſhall excel. 


But 1 reſolve, when thon ſhalt call for mine, 


n That t0 decline, 
And thruſt a Teſtament into thy Hand, 
Loet that be ſcani'd, | 
Mere thou ſhalt find my Faults are thine, 


If any Man hope to do without the Righ- 
tcouſneſs and Merit of Chriſt, let him ſee 


that his own Foundation be ſchon on 
| ac 
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ſuch as will bear him as a Rock, and not let 
him fink in as a Sand, at the great Day. 


A wonder of Love in our God we alſo ſee, 
in his adorning the Saints with his own 
Graces. 2 Pet. 1.4. we are made partakers 
of the divine nature. All Grace is truly di- 
vinæ particula auræ. The Saints are in ſome 
good Senſe of the ſame Nature with God. 
But the greateſt Wonder of God's Love is 
his taking Fleſh, and dying for us. 2 Cor. A 
8. 9. Te know the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
that though he was rich, yet for your ſakes he 
made himſelf poor, that ye thro his Poverty might 
be rich; im, he made himſelf a Beggar 
for you. Phil. 2. 7. He made himſelf of no 
Reputation; , vacuum ſe fecit, he em - 
ty'd himſelf, and became void of all. 755— 
tullian renders it exhauſit, he exhauſted or 
laid aſide all his Glory. Quaſi ex Omni 
ſeipſum ad Nihil redegit, ſays Bexa : He did 
as it were reduce himſelf from All to No- 
thing. O the Bowels of our God! De- 
vils envy, and Angels adore redeeming 


Grace. | 
SECT. 2. | <p 
Conſolation to the Saints in whatſoever 
Condition or Circumſtances, Afflictions 
are uſually the Lot of God's righteous So- 


journers upon Earth. The World is wont 


to be a Vale of Tearsto the People of God, 
8 I 3 Ait 


"174 Jaeſus Chriſt the God 
Ad, 14. 22. We muſt through much Tyibula- 
tion enter into the Kingdom of God. We muſt, 
there is a neceſſity in purſuance of God's 
eternal Purpoſe, he has made it the unalte- 
rable Conſtitution of his Providential Go- 
vernment. Tribulation is a ſure Appen- 
dage to the Chriſtian Religion. Our Sins 
deferve it ; our Proficiency in Grace re- 
quires it; our Enemies render it unavoida- 
ble ; and our heavenly Father permits and 
inflicts it, not in a way of vindictive Judg- 
ment, as upon the Veſſels of Wrath; but of 
Mercy and Grace, out of Love to our 5 
Souls, as amending Corrections on the Sons 5 
of his Love. But whatſoever be the Sorrows 
and Sufterings of the Saints upon Earth, 
they are not of equal extent with their 
Comforts. If the Sufferings of Chriſt a- 
bound in us, our Conſolation alſo abound- 
eth by Chriſt. The God of Conſolation is 
the Friend, Head, and Comforter of Be- 
lievers. I call upon you all that ſit in the 
Duſt this Day, to put off your Sackcloth, 
and gird your Souls with gladneſs. Glory 
ye in the holy Name of your God, and 
triumph in his Love. He that is your God 
is the God of Salvation ; and to him be- 
long the Iſſues of Life and Death. He ap- 
points to them that Mourn in Zion, Beauty 
for Aſhes, the Oil of Joy for the Bonds of 
, hy Diſtreſs, 
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Diſtreſs, and the Garment of Praiſe for the 
Spirit of Heavineſs, Rejoyce in the Lord 
alway ; and again I ſay rejoyce. Lift up 
the Hands that hang down, and let the 
feeble Knees be ſtrengthned. Your Friend, 
your Head, your Husband, 1s the eternal - 
God, and Ruler over all. He is the living 
Fountain of good: He has all Conſolations 
to revive, and all Fulneſs to repleniſh your 
Souls, and ſupply your various Wants: Are 
your Burdens heavy and oppreſſive? caſt- 
em all upon the Lord, he will either remove 
'em, or ſuſtain and ſtrengthen you under 
'em. Are your Enemies ſtrong, and nume- 
rous? Is their Malice and Rage impiacably © 
bent againſt you, and equal to their Power? 
Fear not thou Worm Jacob; they may as 
ſoon dethrone the Redeemer, as deſtroy a * 
Believer, He has all Power to bruiſe 'em + 
under your Feet, and give you the Victory _ 
in a Day of Battle. 1 John 4. 4. We are of 
God, little Children, and have overcome them: 
becauſe greater is he that is in you, then he that 
is in the World, Fear not Philip, (writes 
Luther to mourning Melancthon) for if we 
fall, Chriſt falls. He will not loſe a Mem- 
ber of his own Body: No Powers can 
ſhake a Believer out of Chriſt's Heart, or 
finally ſever him from his everlaſting Love. 
Rom.8.3 9. No Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
| om 
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from the Love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, Believers have a blefled Inheri- 


t ince, a very goodly Heritage: For, Rom. 


8. 17. they are Heirs of God, Joynt-heirs with 
Jeſus Chriſt, Chriſt is the Head and Prince. 
of all the Confederates in the Covenant of 


Grace; all the Promiſes, whereon the Co- 
venant conſiſts, are primarily made to 
Chriſt : And whatſoever he inherits and 


poſſeſſes, Believers are entitled to, and 


ſharers in with him. As God is the God 


8 and Portion of Chriſt, ſo he is the God and 
Portion of Believers. . Chriſt ſays, P/al. 18. 


5. The Lord is the Portion of mine Inheritance. 
In like manner ſpeaks the true Believer, 


Lam. 3. 24. The Lord is my Portion, faith my 


Soul. A bleſſed Portion! If God be ours, 
if we are intereſted in all-ſufficiency, we 
may with humble Confidence repoſe our 
Heads in his Boſom, and bid defiance to 
Devils and Men. Docs any © hriſtian com- 
plain of Poverty, and. pinching Wants ? 


Groundleſs Complaint, when he is Heir of 


all things in Virtue of his union to Chriſt. 
Eph. 3. 8. we read of anſearchable Riches in 
Chriſt. And all Chriſt's Riches are the Saints 
Riches. Chriſt, with all his Attributes, 


Benefits, Bleſſings, Graces, makes himſelf 
over to the Saints in the New Covenant. 
And can he be poor who poſſeſſes a rich 
> Chriſt * 
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Chriſt? In appcarance he may, but in rea 
lity he has vaſt Riches. 2 Cor. 6, 10. 4s ® 
having nothing, yet poſſeſſiug all things. All the 
Perſons in the bleſſed Trinity are the Saints 
Inheritance. God is a Believer's God. Fa- 
ther, Son and Spirit reſpectively ſtand en- 
gaged to promote his Advantage. All the 
Attributes and Perfections of God are ex- 
ercis'd and employ'd in his Intereſt. Is he 
a mighty God? 2 Chron. 16. 9. His Eyes run 
to and fro throughout the whole Earth, to ſhew 
himſelf ſtrong on the behalf of them that fear 
him. Is he a wiſe God? Pſal. 73. 24. He 
ſhall guide Believers with his Counſels. Is 
he an all- ſufficient God? Pſa). 34. 10. Theß 
that fear the Lord jhall not want any good thing. 
What ſhall we ſay to theſe things? If God 
be for us, who can be againſt s? The evil of 
Sin, and the power of indwelling Corrup- 
tion, is the greateſt Burden of a gracious 
Soul : He ſtruggles and groans under it; 
wreſtles and wars againſt it; he earneſtly 
implores Aſſiſtance from God to conquer 
and mortify it: In them('elves, Believers 
are very defective, and defiled; they bear 
about 'em a Body of Sin, a Thorn in the 
Fleſh; but they are compleat in Chriſt ; his 
Grace is ſufficient for 'em. 'They fall far 


ſhort of the high Attainments in Grace an 


Holineſs which they are daily longing on 
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And labouring after? Without Communicat+ 
ons from the Fulneſs of Chriſt, their Stock 
of Grace wou'd ſoon be exhauſted, the 
Garden of their Souls overgrown with: the 
Briars and Weeds of Corruption, and the 
Spots of Sin wou'd blemiſh their Beauty, 
and mar their Comelineſs. But the Power 
of Chriſt reſts upon 'em ; the Strength of 
Chriſt is made perfect in their weakneſs ; 
and wrapt in the glorious Robe of his Righ- 
teouſneſs, they appear before the Lord di- 
vinely fair, without wrinkle or ſpot, or any 
ſuch thing. Pſal. 45. 13. The King's Daugh- 
ter is all glorious within, her Cloathing is of 
wrought Gold. Eph. 5. 26. Chriſt having ſau- 
died aud cleanſed his Church, prefents it to 
= wtyunfelf a glorious Church, without Llemijſh, and 
holy: And in the complacential Views of 
the Beauties of his Bride ſo adorn'd and 
_ cloath'd with himſelf, he declares, Cant. 4, 
7.. Thou art all fair, my Love, and there is no 
ſpot in.thee. Sin will ruffle the Soul, and 
diſcompoſe the Peace of. a Believer ; he 
ſighs, and cries for his forfeited Joy; is be- 
wilder'd, and walks in darkneſs ;. and goes 
mourning without the Sun. But if any Man 
in, ave have an Advocate with the Father: Our 
Propitiation at the Throne of Grace inter- 
cedes, and by his Interceſſion procures for 
tke Sin, Pardon; for the Believer, Peace. 
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Rejoyce then in the Lord ye Righteous, and 
ſhout for Joy all ye that are upright in 

Heart. What a Spring Tide of Joy ſhou'd 

flow in the Souls that belong to Chriſt, and 
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are intereſted in his fulneſs? If you have 


Chriſt, you have all, and abound : Col. 2. 


11. Chriſt is all. Away with all your un- 1 
believing Fears, and Diſcontentments f 


Mind; put away all the Sorrow that diſ- 
treſſes your Hearts, and ſadneſs that clouds 
your Countenances, ſo diſgraceful to Chri- 
ſtianity. Jeſus, our Lord, and our God, 
will take care of our Concerns; he will not 
ſuffer us to want; he will prote& us from 
Injuries, and crown us with Victory; he 
will guide us by his Counſels, and guard 
us to Glory; he will wipe away all our 
Tears, and put us in full Poſſeſſion of thdfe 
immortal Joys, which he has promiſed to 
us, and purchaſed for us, in the Kingdom 


incorruptible, undefiled, and that fades 
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